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THE JERUSALAM TIMES 
POOR or RICH : HEAVEN or HELL
Two men died; one was called to Heaven and the other was sent to Hell!

During the early hours of Thursday morning, reports came flying in that two men had died within a few hours of one another at the home of a rich man in the centre of Jerusalem. It was reported that the two men were Lazarus (the poor beggar man) and the wealthy owner of the property, Fineas. According to witnesses, Lazarus died at 7.30pm on Wednesday 1st April on the steps of Fineas’s house where he was frequently seen waiting for scraps of food; then within a few hours Fineas’s brothers announced the passing of their brother.	Comment by HP: FAB INTRO! 
The local crowd reported that the death of Lazarus was no surprise as he was in such poor health; a witness commented that they had even seen 3 dogs come and lick his sores on many occasions. What had come as a shock to the rich man’s 5 brothers was the sudden death of Fineas but the locals did not feel surprised about his death due to the way he lived his life. Abel, the Jerusalem Times’s chief reporter, interviewed Eva (an elderly shop-owner who lives next door to the property), as she claims to have known both men for several years. She commented, “Lazarus was a kind, warm hearted man that would help anyone and even though he was poor and starving he wouldn’t see the dogs go hungry.” She also remarked on how the Rich man Fineas was cruel, selfish and surrounded himself in luxury. She stated, “He never did anything good for anyone - he wouldn’t even spare a silver coin or a proper meal for the poor man.”	Comment by HP: SUPER CHANGE FROM DIRECT TO REPORTED SPEECH  	Comment by HP: Change to wouldn’t so that you have informality within your speech. 
	Comment by HP: Change to wouldn’t so that you have informality within your speech. 
According to a couple witnesses who were present at the burial of Lazarus, a bright shining light could be seen from all around the local area. One witness in particular stated that, “it was as bright as a star in the night sky”. To everyone’s surprise and amazement, the light began to glide slowly down until it reached the body of Lazarus where it was visible to be a pair of angels. The crowd stood in shock as they did not know what to do as the angels began to carry away the spirit of Lazarus. Eva (the next door neighbour) said, “I watched the angels go back up to heaven with Lazarus - I stood there in wonder as I couldn’t believe my own eyes!” At the burial of Fineas, one of the mourners from the funeral commented that the Rich man’s eldest brother, Isaac, had mentioned that they had followed their brother’s wishes and given him an incredible and glorious funeral. It is believed that he is very upset by this whole situation as he declared, “Why did it have to be my brother that died, and not one of those locals?” It was reported that the brothers waited until close to midnight for the Angels of Abraham to come down for their brother; to their disappointment they never came.	Comment by HP: LOVE THE NARRATIVE BEHIND THIS – WELL DONE! 

Witnesses present at the funeral of Fineas reported that there were huge rumbling sounds from beneath the burial plot of Fineas; large cracks began to appear in the ground with a black mist surround the coffin. One of the witnesses declared that “the black mist was like a pair of gigantic evil hands dragging the coffin of Fineas underground.” It was also said that you could hear the screams of the Fineas and along with the other dead in torment.  Another witness commented “once the mist had disappeared there was an unnatural sound of the earth swallowing and closing up around Fineas’s coffin.”

In the hours following the funerals of Lazarus and Fineas it was reported that many locals gathered outside of the house where both men had passed away to pay their respects. One of the locals that had gathered their commented “I am going to be as kind, warm heart and as helpful as Lazarus was, but not be the selfish, cruel man that shows off his wealthy like Fineas did, this will hopefully mean when I pass away I to will be carried to Abrahams side by the angels.” Many of the locals agreed with the man that was interviewed by the Jerusalem Times’s chief reporter. 










