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RE: Residential to Plas Dol-y-Moch

Monday 2nd October
Dear Parents/Carers,

As I’m sure that you are fully aware, the Year 6 residential trip to Plas Dol-y-Moch is rapidly approaching.  I have attached a number forms and information sheets, some that need to be completed and returned to school as soon as possible and others which are for your information:


EDVIS 12 – Consent form, including medical and dietary information – needs to be returned

DYM 1:1 – equipment clothing and information sheet – FYI

DYM 6 – a page detailing some of the items available to purchase from the Dol-y-Moch tuck shop – FYI

I would be most grateful if you could read through the provided information and return the relevant forms to school within the next few days.  With regards to equipment and clothing, please don’t purchase items specifically for the trip, particularly footwear as it tends to get very dirty.  In addition to the items on the essential equipment list, the children may also wish to bring a torch, which may be of use for the evening activities that we plan and their swimming clothes, which may be used for the water based activities.
In terms of spending money, we will aim to open a tuck shop on each of the evenings (excluding the night that we arrive) where drinks and chocolate are available to purchase (last year they were 60p each).  There will also be an opportunity to purchase souvenirs on the last night (see the attached sheet for prices).  Availability and variety of items does vary though so there are no guarantees that particular items will be available.  Depending upon the specific activities that are planned, there may be the opportunity for the children to purchase an ice cream while doing a beach study.  This usually costs £1, although again there is no guarantee that this will form part of the programme or that the ice cream shop will be open.  How much money you send your child with is entirely up to you, although I must stress that the adults leading the trip will not be able to take responsibility for children’s money as this becomes unmanageable.  
In recent years, we have seen a huge increase in the number of children suffering from travel sickness, many of whom who have seemingly never suffered before.  We have tried to combat this by restricting what is available for breakfast on the final morning, however there are invariably a number of children who still become nauseous.  Please consider whether your child would be best taking a travel sickness tablet before each of the journeys – in the past they have had a very high success rate.  

With regards to medical needs, if your child requires the administration of medicine including travel sickness tablets, please ensure that you have made me aware of this prior to the trip as I will keep a strict log of what is administered.  If your child requires any medication please make sure that you have discussed this with me and that medication is handed over to me in a labelled bag, with clear instructions as to when it is to be administered and in what dosage.
On the 2nd November the children should come to school as normal, wearing their school tracksuit.  The hall door will be open from 8:30am for them to bring their luggage in.  We are scheduled to be collected at around 1:45pm – please be aware though that this is only a guide and it often ends up being either up to half an hour before this or an hour after.  We will return to school at approximately 1:15pm on Monday 6th November at which point you should arrange for your child to be collected.

In previous years we have operated a telephone tree to inform parents of our safe arrival.  This system has proven problematic in recent times, and so this year we will be using the school Website and Twitter to keep you updated.  Please ensure, therefore, that you have reliable access to these.

As stated in the previous letter sent out, the cost of the trip is £296, half of which is subsidised by the school.  The cost to parents is therefore £148 per child.  On the initial letter, Mrs Quinn asked for full payment to be made by Friday 20th October.  We understand that this is a financial burden for families and if this is likely to be a problem for you, please contact Mrs Quinn as soon as possible.  
In the coming weeks I will be making the final preparations for the trip, including liaising with our partner school, St. John Vinney, whom the children went to Alton Castle with last year.  Should you have any questions or concerns regarding Dol-y-Moch, make no hesitation in contacting me directly as I am the lead member of staff for the trip.
Kind regards,

Mr Marsh
Email: john.marsh@allsoulsschool.co.uk

