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AIMS/OBJECTIVES OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD CURRICULUM IN THE NURSERY

AIM

The main aim in the nursery is to encourage children through the curriculum provided to become observers, explorers, problem solvers and critical thinkers to enable them to make sense of the world.

More specific statements of intent are OBJECTIVES.  An objective must be an achievable goal, defined with possible evaluation in mind.

OBJECTIVES

To provide children with a rich environment with a wide range of activities indoors and outdoors that stimulate children’s interest and curiosity.

To use questions and problems as starting points for investigation.

To provide activities based on first hand experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving, prediction, critical thinking, decision making and discussion.

To encourage children to talk about home and things that are important and familiar to them.

To help children to become aware of and explore issues of differences in gender, ethnicity languages, religion and culture, and of special educational needs and disability issues.

To ensure children develop positive attitudes, through adult examples.

To develop children’s knowledge of their environment through direct use of all their senses indoors and outdoors.

To encourage children to feel part of the wider community and understand some of the roles others have.

To encourage and help the understanding and formation of concepts in a progressive way.

To provide supplementary experiences for children with sensory improvement.

To have an efficient and effective storage system for resources.

To ensure staff have a clear understanding of what is meant by Understanding of the World as it relates to the young child.

To use the wider environment through outings, e.g. parks, West Boldon Environmental Centre, Forest Schools, festivals and celebrations.
To become confident in the use of technology including computers, white boards, CD players and programmable toys. (Also see E Safety policy)
To communicate the curriculum with parents e.g. through Learning Journals, workshops, newsletters, website and information on display in the nursery.
THE CONTRIBUTION THAT UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD CAN MAKE TO THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

Education in Understanding of the World

In the curriculum Understanding of the World gives children the opportunity for work which progressively:-

a) develops their knowledge

b) introduces them to skills

c) introduces them to processes of life

d) helps them to observe

e) helps them to predict

f) helps them to experiment

g) use all their senses

h) encourages respect for all members of society; knowledge of difference and diversity
i) introduces them to technology

             All this experience should put into a practical and relevant applied context.  The three areas within the Understanding of the World curriculum are The World, People and Communities and Technology.
Education through Understanding of the World

Through Understanding of the World children can learn how to:-

a) learn

b) think

c) predict

d) take decisions

e) solve problems

f) observe

g) respect people and the environment

h) understand

Quote from Plowden (1967)

“If children leave their primary schools with their natural curiosity not only unimpaired but sharpened with experience of first hand discovery in several different fields, with some idea of what questions to ask and how to find answers – they will be well equipped to proceed with scientific education.”

The challenge is to translate this hope into action.
CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT TO DEVELOP UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

The Understanding of the World Curriculum should be designed to encourage the development of a knowledge and understanding of the physical and living environment and of skills and attitudes.
Processes and Skills to be developed
           Problem Solving Curiosity and Investigation
Enable the children to have many opportunities for investigation and problem solving.

           Collecting Information and Hypothesising
Suggesting explanations and making predictions are key skills.  Very young children pose and try out their ideas through play activities – initially by trial and error.

To enable children to collect information and hypothesise they will need:-
· a stimulating environment

· time to explore

· an active learning approach

Experimenting
An experiment is a situation in which ideas are tried out and children should be encouraged to try out their own ideas and theories.

Decision Making

putting forward ideas


trying them out


noting carefully what happens


allowing conclusions to be drawn from the experience

Application of Findings

The experience of solving problems can be applied to other practical situations.  
Understanding of Others
To develop a knowledge and understanding of other people, cultures and occupations.  Understanding that people are different and come from different backgrounds, religions and cultures.

Attitudes to be developed:-

The development of a problem solving approach involves not only the acquisition of skills but also a set of other qualities called attitudes.  Attitudes which may be encouraged through the experience of Understanding of the World in the early years.  Positive attitudes can be developed through the right learning environment.

1. Staff should be enthusiastic, curious, open-minded and co-operative in 

order to provide a good role model.

2. Staff should encourage the children to show an interest in their immediate and wider environments.

3. Children should be encouraged to explore their own initiatives.

4. Children should be given the opportunity to question.

5. Children should be given the opportunity for self-assessment.

6. Staff should facilitate and support children’s investigations.

7. Children should be encouraged to learn from each other.

8. Children should learn to respect difference and diversity and the environment.

THE CONTENT OF THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD CURRICULUM SHOULD:-

Be related to experience of children.

Be in accordance with their age and stage of development.

Provide them with knowledge and respect for about their world and all the people in it; explore difference and diversity.
Provide them with an understanding of how things work and the processes of life.

Lay the foundations of concepts and facts that will give them skills for life.

Provide many opportunities to use technology.
To recognise their own environment within school, at home, the local area and beyond.
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR CHILDREN IN THE NURSERY SHOULD:-

Provide opportunities for developing attitudes and skills.

Result in children acquiring items of knowledge/information which will go towards developing concepts.

Be interesting, motivating and enjoyable.

Match the stage of development reached by the children.

Be presented to ensure there is progression in the development of skill and concepts.

Provide opportunities for investigating and problem solving.

Be linked with technology such as wind up torches, I Pads, CD’s and computers.

EXPERIENCES CAN BE PRESENTED IN THE CURRICULUM IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:-

By using the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum
In small group times, large group time, free play and adult direct activities
By means of an active learning environment
Cross curricular
As they arise
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Young children are continually discovering things about the world they live in and the people they meet.  They learn the skills needed by using a range of tools, e.g. computers, magnifiers, scissors and hole punches etc.  They learn through firsthand experience of encountering creatures, people and nature in real life situations, e.g. in the street or in the garden.  They learn successfully by doing things and trying things out for themselves.  They learn by observing what occurs through cause and effect and how changes can take place due to other influences e.g. changes that occur during baking.  They need to work with a range of materials in their activities e.g. wet and dry sand, coloured and clear liquids, clay etc.  Children also gain information from adults by observing their behaviour and through clear guidance. e.g. with regard to health and safety in the use of tools and hygiene in cooking.

PROCEDURES FOR RECORDING PLANS

RE:- UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD CURRICULUM

General Plans

1. Concepts relevant to early years development.

2. Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum –understanding
of the world.

3. Discussions at staff meetings following observations re:- the organisation 

and planning of discovery world, sand, water, cookery, ICT, festivals and celebrations and the offering of stimulating materials to children. 
4. Small group time plans, adult directed sessions and large group times to include experiences of understanding of the world – weekly planning meetings.
5. Forest School planning
6. Record what has actually been covered by individual children, groups and whole nursery
7. During daily reflection times.
LIAISON WITH INFANT FEEDER SCHOOLS

School visits take place in the summer term.
Computer records are transferred to feeder schools.

RESOURCES

Resources are selected to give the best effect to understanding of the world experiences.  The best possible use is made by the children of environmental resources existing in the nursery and the wider community.
Staff leads – Wendy MacDonald / Helen Lynch Helen Gibson Nursery School

Bev Stephenson at Clervaux Nursery School
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