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Knife crime is simply any crime that involves 
a knife.

This includes:

• carrying a knife or trying to buy one if 
you’re under 18.

• threatening someone with a knife.
• carrying a knife that is banned.

In the UK, it is 
strictly illegal 

for anyone 
under 18 to buy 

any kind of 
knife, and it is 

illegal for 
anyone of any 
age to carry a 
knife in public.
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The legal definition of an offensive weapon includes 
anything intended to be used to harm another person, 
like a sharpened comb. 

It’s also illegal to carry a ‘disguised knife’ – anything 
with a concealed blade or sharp point that’s made to 
look like an everyday object (like a pen, cigarette lighter 
or lipstick). 
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Why do young people 
carry a knife?
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Some young people say that they carry a knife for 
protection or to make them feel safer, even though 

they wouldn’t think of using it. 

However, research has shown that you’re actually 
more likely to become a victim of crime if you’re 

carrying a knife.
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I really do think 
we should leave.

No, let’s watch 

what happens.

Am staying to 
record it. Get on 
TikTok, mate.

Come on, let’s 
just ignore it

We can’t go. 
Everyone will 
think we are 

grassing.

Let’s find 
someone else to 

help.

Am better than 
this. Am going.

Stay, please. 
They might get 
you next time.
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Who can you speak 
to if you need help or 

support?
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‘Love where you live’
Dear Biggleswade

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7grmXBf6AMg
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‘Love where you live’
Dear Biggleswade

Write a letter to Biggleswade or the location of your home e.g Dear 
Dunton

What do you see? 

What do you want to see?

What’s it like? What could it be like?

How can we bring about change?


