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HOW IMPORTANT IS IT?

Communication and Language development involves helping children to develop a range of communication skills including non-verbal communcation such as Makaton and gestures. It allows children to discuss, explore and interpret.  Language is a powerful vehicle for expressing feeling, opinions and beliefs.  Language embraces and supports the development of knowledge in all areas of learning.  We recognise this as being one of the Prime areas of learning.
At Helen Gibson and Clervaux Nursery School we feel it is essential to create a language rich environment in which children can explore their communication skills. We also recognise that not all children have spoken language and therefore support other forms of communication including Makaton and Picture Exchange Systems.
AIM
We aim to provide a language rich environment which will support all children in the development of their communication, language and understanding.

OBJECTIVES

1. To provide children with a rich environment so that interest and curiosity are aroused and they are stimulated to ask questions.

2. To ensure children develop and practice skills in communication and language.

3. To ensure children have the opportunity to develop an interest in communication and language.

4. To develop confident speakers, communicators and listeners.
5. To understand that communication is a two way process.
6. To ensure staff have a clear understanding of how communication and language develops 
7. To ensure all staff understand what is expected of children before they enter our setting and when they leave for further learning.
8. To ensure all staff know the children extremely well and are able to build on each individual child’s form of communication, so no opportunity for communication is missed
9. To help children develop their understanding of vocabulary, its uses and language structure.
10. To make speaking and listening enjoyable and interesting activities.
11. To give support whenever needed and refer to SALT
12. To ensure staff provide children with good role models for communication and language.
13. Use intervention groups to support language and boost development
14. For all staff to have a sound understanding of the BLAST programme and how to deliver it to support children’s communication and language skills.

CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT FOR COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
To create a positive environment we need to:-
· Ensure all staff have a sound understanding of and ability to use a wide range of communication techniques e.g. language, symbols, pictures, Makaton, BSL  PEC’s etc

· Make sure that every child is given time to talk and to be listened to in small groups, large groups, 1:1 with adults and with other children.

· Create different spaces and opportunities to support all children in their development of communication and language

· Incorporate time for children to further their understanding of language and vocabulary

· Encourage children to use their home language and the English language in their play and value this

· Make an accurate assessment of language and communication early on in the year through the use of ECAT screening (Every Child a Talker)

· Give lots of opportunities for language use through role play and build on from their own experiences whilst developing new ones

ACTIVITIES PLANNED TO DEVELOP COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT SHOULD:

· Be appropriate for age and level of development of the children and move at their own pace
· Support children’s development of language skills according to their particular needs
· Provide ample opportunities for discussion and contributions from children to give their ideas and opinions and listen to others.
· Provide challenges in order to develop communication when children are successful
· Allow children to develop their own interests
· Allow children to explore language and communication in safety e.g. through role play.
· Give children a wide variety of experiences both familiar and unfamiliar.
· Extend vocabulary and understanding of new words
EXPRIENCES CAN BE PRESENTED IN THE CURRICULUM IN A RANGE OF WAYS INCLUDING:

· Puppet play

· Role play

· Floor books

· Group times

· Talking pegs

· BLAST programme

· ECAT programme

· Talking bags 

· High level links with home via Learning Journals, Wow board, home visits, Sharing Week and All About Me books.
· Working in small groups, large groups and 1:1 to provide opportunities to talk and listen.
· BOO Baskets

· Using Makaton in every day practise with all children, regardless of need
· Using a range of communication tools to support individual children, eg PEC’s
· Embed the use of visuals and symbols as part of everyday practise
PLANNING FOR COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

General Plans

Planning for Communication and Language is often planned within individual groups by the keyworker to ensure the curriculum is truly focused on the individuals needs due to its importance in the Prime Area of the curriculum.  Daily reflection takes place with all staff to discuss children’s needs as individuals, small groups and the class as a whole.  This enables staff to plan next steps in their learning.  All resources are age appropriate and cater for the needs of our children e.g. talking pegs, puppets etc.  From this focused planning it allows staff to put in intervention programmes to further support children’s needs in the Communication and Language curriculum.  Ensuring that children make rapid progress in this area is essential to enable them to develop in other areas of learning. Children need these skills as a sound foundation for their future learning.
LIAISON WITH INFANT FEEDER SCHOOLS

We liaise with our feeder schools to ensure that all relevant information regarding Communication and Language development of individuals are passed on.  This ensures a smooth transition for all children and enables them to feel safe and secure in their new setting giving them greater confidence to engage in lerning.
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