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Clervaux Nursery School

Children are at the heart of everything we do

The governing body of Clervaux Nursery School adopted this ‘EYFS’policy 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy
July 2017
Rationale
At Clervaux Nursery School we aim to provide a safe caring environment where all children are listened to and valued.  Our goal is to build up children’s self-esteem and independence, and enable all children to reach their full potential.  To facilitate this we create a stimulating environment and build up sound relationships with adults and children.

We respect and value all parent’ and carers’ support in achieving this, and fully appreciate their role in their children’s education.

The Early Years Foundation Stage provides a framework for this to happen, and is based on four principles:-

· A unique child

· Positive relationships

· Enabling environments

· Learning and development

A unique child
All children are individual with their own needs, capabilities, and rate of development.  We aim to develop each child at their own pace to their fullest potential in a way that ensures growth in confidence, capability and resilience.

Diversity
We value and respect the diversity and difference of individuals who deserve the best we can provide, irrespective of their ability, religion or race.  We aim to meet the individual needs of all children, and give them all an equal chance.

Safety, security and welfare; positive relationships
We place great importance on the children feeling safe and secure while they are under our care.  We believe that children’s learning takes place most effectively when their emotional needs are met, they feel confident, and when they know that rules and boundaries extend to all members of the nursery, that standards are maintained and routines are secure.  They need to be able to trust the adults who care for them and develop real and positive relationships with them to feel secure and valued.

Teaching and Learning; enabling environments
At Clervaux Nursery School we utilise a range of appropriate teaching strategies to help children learn.  This is facilitated by:-

· Staff knowledge and understanding of young children and their development.

· Creating an attractive and stimulating environment with age appropriate activities for the children to engage in when choosing where to work.

· First hand experiences building on the knowledge they already have.

· Supporting their learning through appropriate intervention during self-chosen activities.

· Planning carefully to give a wide range of experiences in all areas of learning and development in the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum.

· Following the interests of the children where possible; they can become quite ‘expert’ in areas where they are most involved and interested.

· Providing both indoor and outdoor quality experiences, and in the wider environment e.g. Forest School.

· Using observation to assess the children and inform planning of future activities.

· Providing appropriate educator-let activities to enhance and develop the children’s learning.

· Developing the children’s self-esteem and confidence by setting achievable goals.

· Planning for the next steps in children learning effectively.
· We follow the High Scope Approach
Parents as partners
We recognise the importance of parents and carers and their role in educating the children before they come to nursery.  We value their support in developing their children’s progress.

We develop links and relationships with parents through home visits, newsletters, meetings to discuss progress and nursery initiatives (e.g. Forest School).  The children have a Learning Journal which give a rounded picture of them as a whole child and which the parents contribute to.  We use a wow board to give further home links to discover what the children have achieved whilst out of school.  We actively encourage parents to share in the assessment of their child so that we have the best picture of each individual and plan according to their needs.
Parents are welcomed to help in the nursery and are greatly valued by staff and children.  We encourage parents and carers to come and talk to us if they have any concerns and try to always deal with any issues as immediately as possible.

We have developed workshops which parents can attend throughout the year to demonstrate what we do in school, why and how we do it.  We also participate in the local authorities Family Learning programmes e.g. gardening, music and football.

Play
Through play children develop and explore, practise and discover, learn new skills and develop social relationships.  They try out ideas, develop their imagination, and discover properties of materials and objects.  They enjoy sensory experience, and create their own personal representations of life experiences.   They learn how to be with other children, and how to share their expertise and knowledge.  They discover the pleasure of social contact, and how to deal with social conflict with the help of interested and supportive adults.  They build on their own experience, develop self control and independence through practice and perseverance, and experience the joy of success and the warmth of good solid relationships.

Children are curious and need answers to their questions – they love to test things out, and discover new ideas from each other and from adults.  They like to challenge adults whose skills are not as developed as theirs.

Active Learning
When children are interested and challenged, independent and in control they make decision and experience success.  Carefully planned activities can stretch and encourage children to experiment and develop new skills.

Areas of Learning
The Early Years Foundation Stage comprises three Prime areas of learning and 4 Specific areas of learning.
Prime

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
· Communication and Language 
· Physical Development

Specific
· Mathematics

· Understanding of the World

· Creative Development

· Literacy

Links with Every Child Matters
Every Child Matters states that every child has a right to be safe, healthy, to enjoy and achieve and to make a positive contribution and achieve economic wellbeing.  At Clervaux Nursery we strive to begin this process.

Transition
At Clervaux Nursery we want every child’s experience to be a positive one, we want all children to feel supported and valued, and for every child to be able to build on their achievements and feel enabled to tackle the next stage of their education with confidence and enthusiasm.
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