
Bug Club Phonics

With Mrs Metalfe
& Mrs Hellens

Reading Workshop

at East Rainton 
Primary



How 
many 
times 
have you 
read 
today?

Your phone Warning signs Magazines/Newspaper/books

Medicine packets Instructions This presentation
Reading is an 
essential but 
overlooked skill for 
life



Amount of 
reading 20 mins 5 mins 1 min

Number of 
minutes per 
year

3600 900 180

Number of 
words per year 1.8 Million 282,000 8000

Hours read by 
the end of 
primary school

851 212 42

Performance 
on tests 90% 50% 10%

Impact of reading



Before phonics
Your child needs to develop their 
listening skills

Sound 
discrimination 

while seeing object

Sound 
discrimination 
without seeing 

object

Clap syllables

Sound to 
picture 

matching

Rhyme

Recognise 
sounds that 
are similar, 

different, and 
the same



What is  
Phonics?

A written language is 
basically a kind of a code. 

Teaching phonics is just 
teaching children to crack 

that code



What is  
Phonics?

Words are made up from 
small units of sound called 
phonemes. There are 44 

sounds in the English language 
that we teach the children. A 

grapheme is the written 
version of the sound



What is  
Phonics?

However, we only have 26 letters in 
the alphabet so some graphemes 
are made up from more than one 

letter. Digraphs are two letters that 
make one sound (sh, ch, th). 

Trigraphs are three letters that 
make one sound (air, ear, ure).



Phonics 
at 
School

Regular phonics lessons to learn about letters 
and their sounds and to teach them to segment 
and blend these sounds. (e.g. sh ar p sharp)

Shared reading with the class and their teacher 
where the teacher models good reading skills

Story reading by the teacher where children 
hear the rich storybook language.



At Home: Printed Books
• Read sounds
• Practice blending
• Read tricky words 



At Home: Printed Books

• Read using phonics
• Read for fluency
• Read for comprehension

Magic 3



At Home:  eBooks
• Your child can enjoy reading books 

on screen and completing fun quiz 
questions found in the eBooks

• The quiz questions will help the 
children practise their reading skills

• The Foundation and KS1 eBooks are 
also audio-books, so children can 
enjoy hearing an expressive 
reading of the story



At Home: online bug club.
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk



At Home:  Homepage
• When your child has finished all of the quiz 

questions in an eBook, they will gain some 
coins

• When they have read a few eBooks, they will 
have enough coins to gain a reward

• They can spend their coins in one of the 
multiple activelearn reward worlds on 
games, items for their treehouse etc.





What to do 
if your 
child is 
struggling.
We will continually assess as we 
teach so don’t be concerned if it 
looks like your child is going 
backwards. We are supporting 
their retention of phonics skills.

Sound
cards

Key 
words

Break words 
down using 
syllables or 

sound buttons

Use 
actions 

for 
sounds



Actions for 
each 
grapheme

Find the actions 
on our school 

website
Our version coming soon!



Keeping track of progress at home

Graphemes

Common 
Exception 
Words

EVERY CHILD LEARNS AT THEIR OWN PACE



The younger a child is, the stronger the 
impact.

At age 5 it is some 5 x the impact of school. 
At 11 it is about the same strength as school.

Source: Sacker, Amanda et al (2002) ‘Social inequality in educational
achievement and psychological adjustment throughout childhood: 

magnitude
and mechanisms’ Social Studies and Medicine, 55, 863-880

Effects of parents and 
schools



Any 
questions?


