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Subject intent/vision: 
 
 

In today's world, we are inundated with visual imagery. From social media to advertising, 
powerful messages bombard us constantly, shaping our perceptions and influencing our 
decisions. Art education becomes a vital tool in this environment. 

Our KS4 Art curriculum equips students with the critical thinking skills necessary to decode 
visual culture. We go beyond simply creating art, fostering a deeper understanding of how it 
functions and the messages it conveys. This is particularly important as advertising, in all its 
forms, becomes increasingly sophisticated and persuasive. 

Our Art Department is committed to empowering students to become informed consumers 
and creators of visual culture. Through a rich exploration of art genres, processes, and 
specific procedures, students gain a strong foundation in artistic literacy. Contextual studies 
become a cornerstone of this learning, allowing students to analyse the "why" behind the 
"what" in art history and contemporary practice. By understanding the historical and cultural 
contexts that inform artwork, students develop a critical lens to analyse the messages they 
encounter in their everyday lives. 

This comprehensive approach fosters not just artistic skill, but also critical thinking, 
problem-solving, and communication – all essential skills for success in the 21st century. Our 
art students will be equipped to not only create meaningful art but also to navigate the 
visual landscape with confidence and discernment. 

 
 

To enable all students to achieve, our subject curriculum is underpinned 
by the following principles:  
 

 

Ambitious - The art curriculum is planned backward ensuring a deep and 
purposeful sequence of activities for a wider knowledge, instead of narrow 
learning episodes. 

 

Sequenced / Spiral – Key learning (and practical skills) is repeated throughout 
the curriculum for equal access, regardless of the students starting point during 
the academic year. 

 

Literacy - Key learning is embedded through contextual studies, giving students 
a chance to think and write critically about responses or personal outcomes. 
Students also write about the process and materials relevant to their project.  

 

Cultural Capital – The department is committed to exposing students to a range 
of artists and designers throughout the curriculum and gallery visits and is 
working towards building a relationship with local creative people and 
institutions to organise visits and workshops. 

 



Long Term Plan 
KS4 ART Programme of Study (YEAR 10) 

Autumn 1: Component 1 
(Natural Form) 

Autumn 2: Component 1 
(Natural Form) 

Spring 1: Component 1 
(Natural Form) 

Spring 2: Component 1 
(Natural Form) 

Summer 1: Component 1 
(Food) 

Summer 2: Component 1 
(Food) 

 
Exploration of the theme 
 
 

a)​  Mind map 
b)​ Mood board 
c)​ Initial recordings 

clearly stating the 
topic of the project in 
the form of 

●​ drawings 
(including a 
variety of 
mark 
making) 

●​ Stitches 
●​ Digital  
●​ Photographs  
●​  Writing 

 
 

 
Contextual studies and 
responses 
 

a)​ Artists/ Designers 
pages, including 
critical studies and 
analysis. 

b)​ Response to 
Artists/designers 
using relevant 
media and 
techniques, 
showing how 
contextual studies 
inform and inspire 
the creative 
process towards a 
personal outcome.  

 
Experimenting/ 
Developing/Refining ideas 
with relevant media and 
techniques 
 

a)​ Focussed 
experimenting of 
relevant recordings 
from the previous 
session, showing a 
narrowing process 
towards a personal 
idea (final idea). 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Final piece 
 

a)​ To present and 
refine the final idea 
chosen in the last 
session using 
relevant media and 
technique. 

 
Exploration of the theme 
 

 
a)​ Mind map 
b)​ Mood board 
c)​ Initial recordings 

clearly stating the 
topic of the project 
in the form of 

●​ drawings 
(including 
a variety of 
mark 
makings) 

●​  Stitches 
●​ Digital  
●​ Photograp

hs  
●​  Writing 

 

 
Contextual studies and 
responses 
 

a)​ Artists/ Designers 
pages, including 
critical studies 
and analysis. 

b)​ Response to 
Artists/designers 
using relevant 
media and 
techniques. 

Assessment: 
AO1/A02/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

 

 



KS4 ART Programme of Study (YEAR 11) 

Autumn 1: Component 1 
(Food) 

Autumn 2: Component 1 
(Food) 

Spring 1: Component 2 
externally set assignment 

Spring 2: Component 2 
externally set assignment 

Summer 1: Component 2 
externally set assignment 

Summer 2:  

 
Experimenting/ 
Developing/Refining ideas 
with relevant media and 
techniques 
 

a)​ Focussed 
experimenting of 
relevant recordings 
from the previous 
session, showing a 
narrowing process 
towards a personal 
idea (final idea). 

 

 
 Final piece. 
 

a)​ To present and 
refine the final idea 
chosen in the last 
session using 
relevant media and 
technique. 

 
Exploration of the theme 
 

a)​ Mind map 
b)​ Mood board 
c)​ Initial recordings 

clearly stating the 
topic of the project in 
the form of 

●​ drawings 
(including a 
variety of 
mark making) 

●​  Stitches 
●​ Digital  
●​ Photographs  
●​  Writing 

 
 

 
Contextual studies and 
responses 
 

a)​ Artists/ Designers 
pages, including 
critical studies and 
analysis. 

b)​ Response to 
Artists/designers 
using relevant 
media and 
techniques, showing 
how contextual 
studies inform and 
inspire the creative 
process towards a 
personal outcome. 

 
Experimenting/ 
Developing/Refining ideas 
with relevant media and 
techniques 
 

a)​ Focussed 
experimenting of 
relevant 
recordings from 
the previous 
session, showing a 
narrowing process 
towards a 
personal idea 
(final idea). 

 
Final piece. 
 

a)​ To present and 
refine the final 
idea chosen in the 
last session using 
relevant media 
and technique 

 
 

Assessment: 
AO1/A02/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

Assessment: 
AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 

 

 



GCSE Exam: 

What's assessed: 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams and 
submit all their non-exam assessments at the end of the course. 

-Component 1, Portfolio 

A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage of the four assessment objectives. It 
must include a sustained project evidencing the journey from initial engagement to 
the realisation of intentions and a selection of further work undertaken during the 
student’s course of study. 

How it’s assessed 

●​ No time limit. 
●​ 96 marks 
●​ 60% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked by the school/college and moderated 
by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June. 

-Component 2, Externally set exam 

Students respond to their chosen starting point from an externally set assignment 
paper relating to their subject title, evidencing coverage of all four assessment 
objectives. 

How it’s assessed 

●​ Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time. 
●​ 96 marks 
●​ 40% of GCSE 

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by AQA; marked by the school/college and 
moderated by AQA during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June. 
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