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Guidance for Church of England Schools on magic, witchcraft and Halloween


Introduction
Occasionally schools receive concerns from Christian groups or individual parents and carers regarding 
references that may have been made within school to magic and witchcraft. At other times, leaders may feel pressurised to undertake Halloween events in school. It should be recognised that where the school has a religious foundation this issue can be particularly sensitive. This guidance has been written to support leaders and governors in aiding discussions around the relevant issues as well as support in any decision-making processes.

References to witchcraft and magic in books
Some Christians and groups would be opposed to any acknowledgement of witchcraft/magic in any form within texts for children. This would include the reading of children’s fiction depicting witches such as ‘The Worst Witch’ or the ‘Harry Potter’ series of children’s books. This, if held, is a respectable and sincere view and should be treated as such, despite it not being a view held by most members of the Church of England.

However, governors and senior leaders should avoid over reaction or an excessive response to such a view being expressed. Requests to remove all books and materials that contain reference to magic would be impractical and inappropriate and not supported by the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education (LDBE). Literature and art, which includes reference to witchcraft and magic have been longstanding features in British culture and education. As with all literature materials used should be appropriate for children’s ages and schools should make professional judgements about the appropriateness of any texts mentioning witches or witchcraft on the same basis as they would for any other materials.



Halloween

Many Christians claim any celebration of Halloween, which is increasingly being claimed as a pagan festival, as unhelpful or inappropriate in a church school context. We would discourage schools from organising or engaging with Halloween based activities in their communities.

Why some Christians are concerned about Halloween

Canon J. John has put together a list of concerns about Halloween. His six reasons for concern are:
· Halloween celebrates evil – at best it sends mixed messages about the ‘scary’ side of life; at worst it 
glorifies evil things which we should guard children against.
· Halloween is unhelpful – we should safeguard children, not tell them to go out in the dark and knock on strange doors.
· Halloween trivialises bad things – killing, wounding, and hurting people are serious matters, yet dressing up as dead, deformed or wounded people makes them seem something to laugh about.
· Halloween is offensive – able-bodied people dressing up to look disfigured or ugly for a laugh is offensive to people who have suffered serious disfigurements.
· Halloween is getting worse – it is getting ‘darker’ and ‘nastier’ year on year.
· Halloween allows evil a victory – some earlier traditions included a triumph of good over evil at Halloween, but this element is now missing.


Halloween is All Hallows Eve, which falls on 31st October and refers to the day before All Saints Day 
(November 1st). For many years in the northern hemisphere, many different festivals have been associated with gathering in the harvest, preparing for winter, remembering loved ones who have died, and preparing for the time of longer nights and winter cold. Halloween celebrations are increasingly becoming part of British secular culture. However, many Christian groups, including churches and individual parents and carers do not agree with any involvement by adults or children in Halloween celebrations. They hold the view that such involvement encourages a trivial approach to the occult and occult practices. 

Whilst this is not a view held by all Christians it must be recognised as an increasingly popular and legitimate one. As such schools need to deal sensitively with the genuine and deeply held views by parents and groups in their local community. 

Halloween is a corruption of All Hallows Eve (31st October), the night before All Saints Day (1st November.) 
All Saints Day is a major Christian festival within the Anglican tradition, and we would encourage it to be 
recognised and celebrated in Church of England schools. 

We would encourage an emphasis on the positive celebration of these two days rather than on the secular recognition of Halloween. There is an opportunity for church and school to work together to offer an alternative celebration event in place of Halloween activities such as a ‘Light’ party for children and families in the community. We would encourage schools to think about themes such as light in the darkness and changing the focus from trick or treating to gift giving. There are also opportunities to make All Saints’ Day a special day, for example, offering an opportunity to learn about the Saint the school or church is named after. The LDBE would encourage schools to be involved in such positive events in collaboration and partnership with the local church.

Twelve ways to be light in the world…
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1. Make something tasty like biscuits for your neighbours, teachers, or class
2. Read for someone who can’t see well
3. Make a thank you note for someone who helps you during your week
4. call or write to someone who is usually left on their own
5. When you go out take a spare snack to share with someone who might need it
6. Tidy up and put away without being asked
7. Smile and say hello to the people in your street
8. Raise some money for charity
9. Write a letter to your MP about something you want to see changed
10. Use kind words even when you might be feeling hurt
11. Pick up litter in your street or local park (make sure you do it safely and wash your hands
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