Easter Service Plan

The Servant King
This Easter Service plan has been used in primary schools to enable children to lead a service that is inclusive, invitational and inspirational. It takes the congregation through the events of Easter week from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, using drama, prayers, reflections and songs. The action over the week is seen through the eyes of two narrators, the fictional characters Tabitha and Barnabas, two children who witness the events with their own eyes. It is based around the Biblical idea that Jesus is a Servant King- the King of Israel and of the world, but a king who came to give his life, to serve his people. 
The service is divided up into 6 sections. These are: Introduction, Palm Sunday, The Last Supper, Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Conclusion. Throughout the 
Sections, there are elements of narration, prayer, drama, readings, reflections and songs. There are also some freeze frames which are optional and could be included or left out depending on how many children are involved and time for preparation. 

Here are some brief notes on each of the different elements to help you with planning:

Narration: the introduction and conclusion contain this element. It can be all read by one child or divided up and given to different children.

Prayer: You could use the prayers that are given here, or ask children to write their own prayers to be used in the service. A sign can be held up to signal that it is a prayer time, or if using technology, this could be put on a powerpoint slide.
Drama: this involves the fictional characters of Tabitha and Barnabas, and other characters who come into the Bible accounts of the Easter story. One approach would be to have Tabitha and Barnabas at the side of the stage, with other characters acting out the scenes centre stage. 
Characters needed for the drama are:

Tabitha

Barnabas

Persons 1,2,3,4,5- members of the Palm Sunday crowd.

Jesus

Soldier 1

Soldier 1

Peter

Other disciples (non-speaking)

Thief 1

Thief 2

Mary

Mary Magdalene

Angel

Readings: These can be taken from International Children’s Bible, The Good News Bible or other child-friendly version. 

Reflections: These are based around different feelings of characters in the Bible story of Easter, and intended as prompts for the school community to be quiet and think, in response to questions. Time can be left for quiet contemplation after the questions are read. A sign can be held up to signal that it is a reflection time, or if using technology, this could be put on a powerpoint slide. 
Songs: Choose songs that your school community has access to, that fit well with that part of the story. 

Freeze frames: these are optional; if you decide to use them, ask your children playing the characters to form the freeze frame before the reading is read, and they can then break out of the freeze frame into the drama.

The story of Jesus’ death and resurrection as it is recorded in the four gospels in the Bible contains many aspects, and it is not possible to cover them all in one service. There are many important parts of the story that are not covered in this service, for example, Judas’ betrayal, Jesus’ trial, Peter’s denial, etc. However the aspects selected here have been put together to demonstrate the idea of Jesus being a Servant King. Feel free to adapt the service to include other parts of the story if you wish.
Introduction

Narration

Welcome to our Easter service. We invite you to join us on our journey as we travel together through the last week of Jesus’ life on Earth. We will see that Jesus is both a King and a servant- the servant King. 

With Jesus’ friends and disciples, we will experience many different feelings through the week including hope, confusion, sadness and joy. Throughout the service we will ask you to reflect on how you are feeling. So when you see this sign, (show reflection sign) please join with us in a moment of reflection.

When you see this sign, (show prayer sign) we invite you to join with us in prayer.  Let us pray now.

Prayer
Father God, thank you that you care for us and for our feelings. Help us to bring our feelings to you and to worship you now. 

Narration

Let’s meet two fictional characters from Jerusalem, who will guide us through our service, and help us to see Jesus’ journey to the cross with fresh eyes. They don’t appear in the Bible story, but they are in our service to help us hear and understand the Bible story. 
Drama

Tabitha:  
Hi, my name’s Tabitha, and this is my brother, Barnabas. 

Barnabas: 
We live in Jerusalem, and at the moment, our country’s being run by the Romans. Our people, the Jews, are looking forward to a time when a great King will come, overthrow the Romans and restore our country. 

Tabitha: 
We’ve been hearing all sorts of stories about a man named Jesus. He has been going around the countryside doing miracles, healing people and teaching them that a new kind of kingdom, God’s kingdom, is coming. 

Barnabas: 
In fact- we’ve heard that he’s coming to Jerusalem very soon! Could this be the King we’ve been waiting for? 

Tabitha: 
Listen, do you hear that sound? People are shouting and cheering- could it be that Jesus is coming now? Quick- let’s join the crowd and find out what’s happening!

Palm Sunday

Freeze frame 
(optional- 5-6 children to create freeze frame of Jesus riding on a donkey and crowds waving palm branches)
Reading
Luke 19:28-40
Drama
Person 1: 
‘Quick, let’s put our cloaks on the road for him to ride on.’ 

Tabitha: 
What’s happening?
Person 2: 
It’s Jesus! He’s borrowed a donkey and is riding into Jerusalem!

Person 3: 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’
Person 4: 
The King is coming in the name of the Lord!’
Person 5: 
‘Glory to God in the highest!’

Barnabas: 
But why is a King riding on a donkey?

Tabitha: 
I don’t know, but I’m sure he is a King- did you hear what all the people were shouting? 
Reflection
The people thought that Jesus would be a great King, that he would save them from the Romans. They were filled with hope as he rode into Jerusalem. Can you think of something you are hoping for today?  
Prayer
Lord Jesus, we praise you that you are the son of David, a great King, but a King who is humble enough to ride on a donkey. You came to bring peace. Help us to hear you and worship you through our service today. Amen
Song
(During this song, children could wave palm branches they have previously made).
The Last supper

freeze frame
(optional- children to create a freeze frame of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet.)
Readings
Matthew 26: 26-29
John 13: 3-9

Drama 
Tabitha:
But I thought Jesus was a King? He rode into Jerusalem like a King. 

Barnabas: 
So why was he washing his friends’ feet, as if he were a servant?

Tabitha: 
And what a strange thing to say, telling his friends to eat his body and blood. 

Barnabas: 
So is he a great King like we were hoping, when he rode into Jerusalem? Or is he just a servant- I’m confused!
Reflection
When have you felt confused, just not able to understand things?  

The disciples felt confused when Jesus washed their feet- they thought he was going to be a great King. How would you feel if you met a King? What would it be like? What would you say to him?

How would you feel if that King started to wash your feet? Or serve you food? Or offer you a drink? Would you be surprised?

How can we follow in Jesus’ footsteps and serve others too?

Prayer 
Dear Lord, although you were the greatest King, you acted like a servant and washed the disciples’ feet. We thank you that you are a humble king, who loves and serves other people. Please help us to think of ways that we can follow in your footsteps and serve others too.

Amen.

Song

Good Friday 

Freeze frame
(optional- create a freeze frame of Jesus praying in the garden and the disciples sleeping)
Reading
Matthew 26: 36-50
Drama 
Jesus: 

Why are you all sleeping? Couldn’t you keep watch with me?

Soldier 1: 
Where is Jesus?
Soldier 2:  
We have come to arrest him!

Peter: 
(stepping forward and taking out a sword) You will have to get past me first!

Jesus: 

Put away your sword, Peter. Here I am.



(soldiers sieze Jesus and take him away)

Tabitha: 
Something terrible has happened! Jesus, the one we thought was going to be a great King, has been arrested! 

Barnabas: 
They say that he has had a trial and been found guilty! Pilot, the Roman governor, asked everyone what should happen to him, and they shouted ‘crucify him!’ 

Tabitha: 
But why do they want him to be crucified? I don’t understand, only a few days ago, they were praising him as a King, as he rode into Jerusalem. 

Barnabas: 
But then, he did say to his friends that his body would be broken and his blood poured out. What’s going on now? 

Tabitha: 
They say he’s carrying his cross up to Golgotha, the place of the skull, to be crucified.

Barnabas: 
Let’s go and see what’s happening.

Soldiers nail Jesus and the two thieves to the cross (This can be mimed by soldiers taking each hand of Jesus and miming nailing it to a cross. Repeat with the two thieves.)
Reading
Luke 23: 32-43

Drama
Thief 1:
 Aren’t you the Messiah? Then save yourself and save us too!

Thief 2:
 Remember me Jesus, when you come into your kingdom!

Jesus: 

I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.
(Jesus and the thieves bow their heads silently).

Tabitha: 
Everyone is so sad, Jesus has died, and we thought he was going to be a great King.

Barnabas: 
He was supposed to be a servant, but now he can’t help anyone, can he?
Reflection

Have you ever wondered why Good Friday is called Good? If it was the day that Jesus died, why would it be good?

Christians believe that God made people to live in love, joy and friendship with him. 

But each one of us has chosen to live our own way, not God’s way. The Bible calls this sin.

Sin causes us to do all sorts of things that spoil our friendship with God. Things like lying, being unkind, disobeying our parents and hurting others. Because we do these things, our friendship with God is spoiled. But the Bible teaches us that God loved us so much, he sent his son to take our sin on himself, even though he himself had no sin. 

So when Jesus died on the cross, he took the punishment for our sin. It was just as if all the bad things we had done were nailed to the cross with him. So now we can know God’s forgiveness and live in friendship with him once again. That’s why Good Friday is called good.

Prayer
Heavenly Father, when Jesus died, it was a day of great sadness and pain. But thank you that it was also good, thank you that Jesus took all of our sin and sadness when he died, so that we could know your forgiveness and live in friendship with you once again. Thank you for the cross.

Amen

Song
Easter Sunday
Drama

Barnabas: 
It’s been 3 days now since Jesus died. His body was taken down from the cross and laid in a tomb. All of Jesus friends are so sad. 
Tabitha: 
They thought he would be a great King, and he was the greatest friend they ever had. He had taught them that he was their servant, and they should also serve others, but all of that seems to be over now. 

Barnabas: 
Some of the women are going to his tomb to put spices on his body; let’s follow and see what happens.
Freeze frame
(optional- children recreate Angel standing over tomb and Mary Magdalene and other Mary bending down and covering faces)
Reading
Matthew 24:1-12
Drama
Mary Magdalene:
Who will roll back the stone when we get there, so that we can take our spices in?

Mary: 
I don’t know- it will be very heavy. Hold on- who’s that- he looks like an angel!

Angel appears and they bend down, shielding their eyes and looking afraid.
Angel: 
Don’t be afraid, Jesus isn’t here, he’s risen! Go and tell his disciples to meet him in Galilee!

The women hurry off, but as they go, they meet Jesus, and fall at his feet.

Jesus: 
Greetings! Don’t be afraid- go and tell my brothers to meet me in Galilee!

Reflection
How do you feel when you see someone you love, perhaps or friend or relative you haven’t seen for a long time?

Imagine how Jesus’ friends felt when they met him again. They thought he was dead- gone forever- and now here he was, alive again! They were filled with joy. How does the story make you feel? 

When Jesus rose again, it helped his followers believe he really was God’s son. If you want to, you can thank God in your heart for his amazing love and power. 
Drama

Tabitha: 
So Jesus has risen again, he has defeated death! That must mean that he really is a King- the greatest King that there ever was, greater even than death itself! 

Barnabas: 
But remember why he died- he died because he loved us all so much, he wanted us to be friends with God again- he did it all for us, so he is a servant too! A King and a Servant- 

Tabitha and Barnabas: He really is the Servant King!
Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for the joy, hope and love that we find in the Easter story. Thank you that Jesus died as a servant to us all, and rose again as a King. Thank you that he is the Servant King. 
We are sorry for times that we have served ourselves instead of others. Help us to follow in Jesus footsteps and to be a servant to others too.
Amen.

Song

Conclusion
Narration

We have come to the end of our journey through Holy Week. We hope you enjoyed coming on the journey with us. We’ve seen that Jesus is a Servant King, and experienced the feelings of hope, confusion, sadness and joy. Which part of the story meant the most to you?  

As you eat your Easter eggs this Easter, and enjoy all the new life of flowers, and bunnies around you, perhaps you would like to remember Jesus, the servant King, and the new life that he offers to all of us.

Song

