Easter Service- Peter’s Story
Written by Charmian Gamble

How to lead the Easter Service

This Easter Service plan has been used in primary schools to enable children to lead a service that is inclusive, invitational and inspirational. It takes the congregation through the events of Easter from The Last Supper to Easter Sunday, using narrations, readings and songs. The service takes the action from the point of view of the disciple, Peter, who is a central character in the story. 

Structure

The service is divided up into 8 sections. These are: Introduction, The Last Supper, Gethsemane, The Trial, The Crucifixion, The Resurrection, Breakfast on the Beach and Conclusion. Throughout the sections, there are elements of narration, readings, Peter’s response, reflections, prayer, and songs. It is not necessary to have a song in every section, so choose perhaps 4-5 songs that the children know, which will fit into the different sections. 

Preparation

To prepare children to lead this story, it will be necessary for them to hear and understand the events of the Bible account from the Last Supper through to the Resurrection. 
The readings in the service can be taken from a Bible translation such as the International Children’s Bible or the Good News Bible. (You can find both these translation on BibleGateway.com: A searchable online Bible in over 150 versions and 50 languages.)
In each section, there is a space for children’s thoughts on how Peter might have reacted to the unfolding story, so they will need time to consider and then write about the story from Peter’s point of view. This could be done in the form of diary entries by Peter for each part of the story, with children then reading out their diary entry at the relevant point. Or you could have several children calling out Peter’s thoughts and feelings that they have recorded for each part of the story.

The reflections in the service are accompanied by some objects that can be held up (or shown on pictures if using a powerpoint). These serve as a visual reminder of the different aspects of the story, and are used in the conclusion to recap the journey that the service takes us on. The objects are hopefully things that it is easy to find and collect ready for the service. They are:

· A towel (for the last supper)

· Branches or leaves (for the garden of Gethsemane)

· Picture of Guido Reni’s St Peter Penitent (for the trial)

· Cross (for the crucifixion)

· Large round stone (for the resurrection)

· Paper or card cut outs of fish (for breakfast on the beach)

There is also space for children’s prayers. You could use the prayers recorded here, or even better, get children to write their own prayers in response to each part of the story. 

The Service

Introduction

Welcome to our Easter service. We invite you to join us on our journey as we travel together through the last week of Jesus’ life on Earth, the week that Christians call Holy Week, and that they remember each year as they celebrate and reflect on the events of that first Easter.
We have been learning about Jesus’ disciple Peter. As we travel together through the last week of Jesus’ life, we will see things through Peter’s eyes. Peter went through many different emotions and experiences in the last week of Jesus’ life. He made some big mistakes, but also experienced God’s amazing forgiveness. As we hear about his experiences, this will help us to reflect on what the story means for us. We have some objects to help us in our reflection. So, when you see this sign, (show the reflection sign) please join with us in a moment of reflection.

When you see this sign, (show the prayer sign) we invite you to join with us in prayer.  Let us pray now.

Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Lord Jesus

We thank you for your disciple, Peter. As we travel with him through the events of Easter, please help us to understand and reflect on what these events mean for us. 
Amen

The Last Supper
Our story starts when Jesus is celebrating the Passover meal with his friends in Jerusalem. Some strange things happened during the meal.
Reading 1
Matthew 26: 26-29
Reading 2
John 13: 1-9
How did Peter feel about these events?

Peter’s response
Reflection

Object- towel

When he washed his disciples feet, Jesus was showing his followers how he wanted them to act towards others. He wanted them to be a servant to others too.

What can we do to serve those around us?

How can you help your friend or neighbour?

How can you help your family at home?

Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Lord Jesus,

Thank you that you showed your love for your disciples by washing their feet. You acted like a servant to them, so that they could learn to serve other people. Please help us to learn from you and serve others too.
Amen

Song
Gethsemane
After the meal, Jesus and his followers went out into the garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed.

Reading 3
Matthew 26: 36-46
What was it like for Peter and his disciples when Jesus prayed in the garden and they couldn’t stay awake? Let’s hear from Peter again:

Peter’s response
Reflection
Object: branches from the garden

Why was Jesus so sad in the garden of Gethsemane? He prayed to God to take away the pain he was about to go through, but he also said he was ready to do God’s will.

Are you sad or troubled about anything? Can you bring it to God in prayer too?

Prayer 

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Heavenly Father, 

When Jesus was sad, he prayed to you, and brought you all his troubles. You strengthened him and helped him to carry on and fulfil your plan for the world. We come to you now with our sadness, and our trouble, and ask you to help us and strengthen us too. (Allow quiet time for congregation to pray silently)

Amen

Song
The Trial
In the garden Jesus was arrested by Roman soldiers, and taken to the high priest to be questioned.

Reading 4
Mark 14: 66-72
Although Peter had said that he would follow Jesus wherever he went, he soon disowned him. He didn’t want to get into trouble like Jesus. How did he feel about what had happened?

Peter’s response
Reflection
Object- Picture of Guido Reni’s St Peter Penitent
This picture shows how sad Peter was about what he had done. We often fail too, and do things that hurt God and other people.  How does this make you feel?  
Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Heavenly Father, 

We are sorry for the things that we have done wrong, that hurt you and other people too. Sometimes we are afraid, like Peter was. Sometimes we are not brave enough to stand up to things that are wrong. Please forgive us, and help us to walk more closely with you.

Amen

Song  
The Crucifixion
Jesus was sentenced to death by crucifixion. He was led out to die on a Roman cross. His disciples all followed at a distance. 

Reading 5
Mark 15: 22-32
What was it like for Peter when Jesus was crucified?
Peter’s response

Reflection
Object- cross

Christians believe that Jesus died on the cross so that all the bad things we have done wrong could be paid for, and that we could be forgiven, and have a restored relationship with God. He gave his life willingly because he loved us so that we might live. The Bible says, ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him may not die but have eternal life.’ Think for a moment about the love God has for us, shown by Jesus dying for us. 
Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Lord Jesus,

We thank you that you were prepared to die for us, to take away our sins and wrongs, and bring us into friendship with you. Thank you for your love for us, and please help us to love you too. 
Amen

Song

Resurrection

Jesus was taken down from the cross and buried in a tomb. His friends were all heartbroken. But two days later, something amazing happened.

Reading 6
John 20:1-10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Peter entered the tomb first. How did he feel when he realised Jesus’ body wasn’t there anymore?

Peter’s response

Reflection
Object-  large round stone
This stone reminds us of the stone that was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. For Christians, Jesus resurrection reminds them that Jesus really was who he said he was- the Son of God. Death could not defeat him. What difficulties are you facing today? Remember that God has the ultimate victory over them in the end.

Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Heavenly Father, 

We thank you for your mighty power that raised Jesus from death back to life again. We thank you that this means that whatever we face in life, you are bigger and stronger. Help us to trust you in good times and in difficult times.

Amen

Song

Breakfast on the Beach
A few days later, Peter and the other disciples decided to go fishing. While they were fishing, they saw the risen Jesus on the shore. He had lit a fire and invited them to come and eat fish with them.
Reading 7
John 21: 15-17

What was it like for Peter to meet Jesus again and hear his words of forgiveness?

Peter’s response

Reflection: object – fish
Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved him. This helped Peter to know he’d been forgiven for saying three times that he didn’t know Jesus. Whatever we have done wrong, there is always forgiveness and new life because of what Jesus has done for us and the love he showed us by dying on the cross and rising again. If you want to, you can ask him for forgiveness today.

Prayer

(Use this prayer or one that is written by children)

Lord Jesus, 

Thank you that by your death on the cross, you opened the way of forgiveness. Sometimes I do things that hurt you and other people. I am sorry. Please forgive me for …… (allow time for congregation to complete the prayer themselves)

Amen

Song

Conclusion

We have come to the end of our journey through Holy Week. We hope you enjoyed coming on the journey with us. We’ve remembered the last supper, when we thought about how we could be a servant to others, we’ve remembered the garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus accepted God’s will for him. We’ve remembered Jesus’ trial, when Peter made a big mistake and let Jesus down. We’ve remembered the crucifixion, where Jesus laid down his life for us, and the resurrection, that reminds us that he has the victory over death and sin. 
Reflection

Show all the objects from the story as a recap

Which part of the story meant the most to you? 

As you eat your Easter eggs this Easter, and enjoy all the new life around you, perhaps you would like to remember Jesus, the King who came to die, and rose again to show he has defeated death, and give thanks for the new life that he offers to all of us.

Song
