	Three Gifts

	Weekly bible focus: Matthew 2: 1-12

Preparation
· Collect and wrap three gifts – ensure that they are not appropriate for a baby that would be similar to the gifts given to Jesus by the Wise Men (perfume/aftershave, incense/oil burner jewellery)
· Ask children/families to bring in a small item to add to a Christmas gift box for the homeless – toothbrush, toothpaste, soap etc
	Reflection ideas for the classroom or outdoor area




	Monday 

[image: ]Windows 
Windows are for looking out onto God’s world and being inspired by its wonders.
	
Gathering
Once everyone is calm and the space is set up ready for worship you may want to start by lighting a candle.
Light the candle with these words: As we come together, we light this candle. If you are Christian, you may think the light is like Jesus, shining out everywhere. If you believe in God, you may think the light symbolises the presence of God in the world. If you are not sure about your beliefs, the flickering light may make you wonder about the existence of God. If you don’t believe in God, the light may make you consider what meaning there is in the world. Or the candle may have a particular meaning for you today. 

Saying / signing a greeting.
Examples:

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Peace be with you
And also with you

The light of Christ be with you
And also with you





Alleluia, alleluia.
We have seen his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.
Alleluia.

Engage
· Use three wrapped gifts. Ask children to consider what may be in the wrapping. Who might the gift be for?
· Unwrap gifts – did anyone guess what the gifts were? Who might they be for?
· Explain that they are for a baby. Does this surprise you? Would a baby like these gifts? Why? Why not?

Read Matthew 2. 
The story could be re-told using props, puppets, drama, keywords. 


Or watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWk8WCOdnV4

Explain:
What gifts were given to Jesus. Are these suitable for a baby? Jesus was a special baby – many people believe he was the messiah promised to the Jews. 

Going deeper
What do you think the meaning of these gifts was?

Respond

Encourage the pupils to respond with their own prayers first 

Dear Lord,
thank you that you wanted both rich and poor to see baby Jesus.
Thank you that as we think about the visits of the wise men,
we are reminded that every person is important to you.
Please help us to use all the gifts that you have given to us.
Thank you for all the good things that you give.
Amen. 

Sending/Blessing
“Sending” is the completion of the worship. When your worship in the hall comes to a conclusion there is literally a “sending”, as people exit and go back to their classrooms—how you follow the same pattern in the classroom will depend on how you prepared and gathered for worship.

Blessing examples:
Christ our Lord,
to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory
and pour upon you the riches of his grace;
and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you all, evermore
Amen

May God the Father,
who led the wise men by the shining of a star
to find the Christ, the Light from light,
lead you throughout the day
Amen.

May the light of Christ
shine in your hearts and fill your lives
with his joy and peace.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.
Amen.

We go into the world to walk in God's light, to rejoice in God's love and to reflect God's glory.
Amen
	Wise Men’s Star
Equipment: Felt tip pens, star shaped post-it notes or cut-out stars and sticky tape, a big sheet of dark blue or black paper. 

Set-up: Securely attach the paper (night sky) to the wall and put the other equipment nearby. 

Suggested Instructions: God put a star in the sky to help guide the wise men find Jesus. Is there something that you need guidance about? Is there something you need help with? If you want to, you can write a thought or prayer for help or guidance onto a star and stick it onto the night sky.
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Links to worship songs:

Born is the King
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnMBUjCPaZ0


We Three Kings of Orient Are
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBwL3y-Wlms&vl=en

Light of the World
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM

Light of the World
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCRunZGYBi4

Christmas Medley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0iFgc5GjwA

You could also use any king songs from nativities used in schools.


 

	Tuesday 

[image: ]Mirrors 
Mirrors are for looking into and reflecting upon things, either alone or together. Mirrors often help us to see things more clearly.

	Gathering
As above

Engaging
Re-visit the story of the wise men from yesterday. Use a different way of re-telling the story. 

Responding
Remind pupils of the expensive gold that the wise
men gave to Jesus to show he was a king. What sort of presents do kings expect? What
would a poor person visiting Jesus give? Would they give nothing at all? 
What would you give to a special baby? Create a gift (play dough)/picture of a gift that you would give

Sending
As above
	

	Wednesday 
[image: ]Doors
Doors are for walking through in order to then act or respond in some way; it might mean moving on, making choices, doing something creative or purposeful in response.

	Gathering
As above
Engaging
Christmas is a time for giving gifts, following the example of the wise men:

Have some rubbish gifts wrapped up (squashed banana, empty chocolate tin etc). Ask a volunteer to unwrap and think about what they think of the gift. Explain how it makes you feel as the person giving the gift – a bit bad because you know what is in the gift

Use John Lewis advert.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14cBlpWzcFQ
When we go shopping for Christmas presents we want to make sure we have the right present for the right person…there’s nothing more exciting than going to into a shop and seeing a present that is perfect for someone, to buy it and to excitedly see them open it on Christmas morning just like the little boy in the advert.

The reason that advert is so great is because most adverts tell us what we want…they are about feeding our desire for more stuff…but that advert tricks us…we believe at the beginning that the little boy is excited about getting to Christmas for his presents but on Christmas morning he walks straight past his own presents to give one to his parents…because that was what he was excited about.

Alternative approach
At Christmas Christians often give gifts to/ raise money for the needy.
Show video clip for operation Christmas Child
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/occ-videos/

Responding
Make a Christmas box for the homeless – assemble with objects brought in/ bring in shoe boxes if school takes part in this project.

Create a Christmas card/gift for someone in the community – lonely, homeless etc or someone in your family.

Sending
As above


	

	Thursday – 

Meditation
[image: A picture containing drawing

Description automatically generated]
	Use the Meditation resource alongside the Spiritual Encounters – bible based meditation teacher’s pack: http://www.ldbe.co.uk/about/guidance-resources/worship-and-meditation/ 
(This can be adapted for use with all ages) 

You may want to use the following reflection:
Matthew 2: 1-12
The Meeting Place Poem by Christopher Pilling
It was the arrival of the kings
that caught us unawares;
we’d look in on the woman in the barn,
curiosity you could call it,
something to do on a cold winter’s night;
we’d wished her well—
that was the best we could do, she was in pain,
and the next thing we knew
she was lying on the straw
—the little there was of it—-
and there was a baby in her arms.
It was, as I say, the kings
that caught us unawares…
Women have babies every other day,
not that we are there—
let’s call it a common occurrence though,
giving birth. But kings
appearing in a stable with a
‘Is this the place?’ and kneeling,
each with his gift held out towards the child!
They didn’t even notice us.
Their robes trailed on the floor,
rich, lined robes that money couldn’t buy.
What must this child be
to bring kings from distant lands
with costly incense and gold?
And what were we to make of
was it angels falling through the air,
entwined and falling as if from the rafters
to where the gaze of the kings met the child’s
—assuming the child could see?
What would the mother do with the gifts?
What would become of the child?
And we’ll never admit there are angels
or that somewhere between
one man’s eye’s and another’s
is a holy place, a space where a king could be
at one with a child,
at one with an astonished soldier.


	

	Friday – 

Celebration
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	Take this time to celebrate what has happened during the week – you may want to give out awards. If possible, join the bubbles using Zoom or Teams so that the whole school can come together in a time of celebration.

Remember that this should also be a time of worship and celebration so begin with a gathering, include a prayer, a blessing, and a song of celebration.
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Adapt as required to meet the needs of your class.

Choose greetings/activities/sendings from those provided and delete slides.







Key to the structure of each day
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Sacred Space



Ideas for the Worship Focus

Special covering – possibly using liturgical colours

Candle or candles

Cross

Prayer box

Pebbles (prayer)

Flowers
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Preparation time
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Music



Ideas for music/songs to use whilst gathering

Light of the World

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCRunZGYBi4

Christmas Medley

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0iFgc5GjwA



Ideas for music/songs to use during worship

Born is the King 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnMBUjCPaZ0

We Three Kings of Orient Are

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBwL3y-Wlms&vl=en

Light of the World

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MmRGSEG2LM
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Monday
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              Gathering

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



Grace, mercy and peace be with you

and also with you.
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The Lord be with you

and also with you.



Peace be with you

And also with you



The light of Christ be with you

And also with you
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Alleluia, alleluia.

We have seen his star at its rising,

and have come to pay him homage.

Alleluia.
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ENGAGE 
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWk8WCOdnV4
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Who might these gifts be for?
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What gifts were given to Jesus?
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What do you think the gifts mean?










RESPOND 

Encourage children to improvise prayers about gifts/based on the passage
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RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully


Dear Lord,

Thank you that you wanted both rich and poor to see baby Jesus.

Thank you that as we think about the visits of the wise men,

We are reminded that every person is important to you.

Please help us to use all the gifts that you have given to us.

Thank you for all the good things that you give.

Amen. 
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SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,

reveal to you his glory

and pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us all, evermore

Amen
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May God the Father,

who led the wise men by the shining of a star

to find the Christ, the Light from light,

lead you throughout the day

Amen.



May the light of Christ

shine in your hearts and fill your lives

with his joy and peace.

Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.



Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.

Amen.



We go into the world to walk in God's light, to rejoice in God's love and to reflect God's glory.

Amen
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Tuesday
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              Gathering

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



Grace, mercy and peace be with you

and also with you.
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The Lord be with you

and also with you.



Peace be with you

And also with you



The light of Christ be with you

And also with you
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Alleluia, alleluia.

We have seen his star at its rising,

and have come to pay him homage.

Alleluia.
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Engage
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching

Retell the story from Matthew 2 in a different way. 

Use puppets, props or an action rhyme.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oBkgbz5SeNA



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kotC93qSyPo
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Action rhyme: The wise men and their camels 



The story is narrated by one person, and at certain points the audience responds with the appropriate noise or action as listed below. 



RESPONSES 

STAR: Twinkle, twinkle 

WISE MEN: Ding! 

HEROD: Boo! 

CAMELS: Appropriate camel noise e.g. Brrrrr! 

STABLE: (Half the audience) Moo (The other half) Baa 

JOURNEY: Clip, clop 
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Once upon a time there were three WISE MEN,

Who lived far away, way back when

CAMELS were the way to travel, not cars

and instead of maps they followed stars.



One day the WISE MEN had nothing to do

and their CAMELS were bored in their STABLE too,

when they all looked up and saw a STAR

shining for a king in a country far.



Well, the STAR was moving so

they decided to go on a JOURNEY - but where they didn't know.

So they packed some peanut butter spread

and headed for the desert with the STAR up ahead. 
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On their CAMELS they rode along,

followed the STAR till their sandwiches had gone.

And when their JOURNEY came to an end

they found themselves in Bethlehem.



Now being WISE MEN they went to HEROD the king,

he was the boss round there, and they told him

about the JOURNEY, and the CAMELS and the sandwiches too,

HEROD wasn't impressed - he was not a nice dude.



He told the WISE MEN to spill the beans,

And tell him if there really was a king to be seen.

But HEROD was bad - he wanted to kill the king,

the WISE MEN's CAMELS had more brains than him. 
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So they JOURNEY'd on and the STAR came to rest,

over a STABLE, they were not impressed. 

'Cause the STABLE was dirty - it smelt of CAMELS and hay,

but being WISE MEN they went in anyway.



And there amongst the animals they saw the king,

just a tiny baby - but they worshipped him.

They all knelt down and gave him some gifts,

then they left and decided to give HEROD a miss.



And there's a message for us to remember today,

at Christmas time there's a choice to be made.

We can be like HEROD - he never found the king,

or like the WISE MEN - we can worship him. 








RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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What sort of presents do kings expect? 



What would a poor person visiting Jesus give? 



Would they give nothing at all? 



What would you give to a special baby? 






RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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Create a  gift/draw a picture of a gift that you would give to Jesus – a special BABY







SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,

reveal to you his glory

and pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us all, evermore

Amen
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May God the Father,

who led the wise men by the shining of a star

to find the Christ, the Light from light,

lead you throughout the day

Amen.



May the light of Christ

shine in your hearts and fill your lives

with his joy and peace.

Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.



Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.

Amen.



We go into the world to walk in God's light, to rejoice in God's love and to reflect God's glory.

Amen
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Wednesday
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              Gathering

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



Grace, mercy and peace be with you

and also with you.
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The Lord be with you

and also with you.



Peace be with you

And also with you



The light of Christ be with you

And also with you
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Alleluia, alleluia.

We have seen his star at its rising,

and have come to pay him homage.

Alleluia.
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Engage
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/occ-videos/
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Look at examples of charities that provide gifts at Christmas.














RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully


Lichfield Diocese 2020









Make a Christmas box for the homeless – assemble with objects brought in/ bring in shoe boxes if school takes part in this project.

 

Create a Christmas card for someone in the community – lonely, homeless etc










RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,

reveal to you his glory

and pour upon you the riches of his grace;

and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

be with us all, evermore

Amen
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May God the Father,

who led the wise men by the shining of a star

to find the Christ, the Light from light,

lead you throughout the day

Amen.



May the light of Christ

shine in your hearts and fill your lives

with his joy and peace.

Amen.
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. Amen.



Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.

Amen.



We go into the world to walk in God's light, to rejoice in God's love and to reflect God's glory.

Amen
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Thursday
Meditation










http://www.ldbe.co.uk/about/guidance-resources/worship-and-meditation/ 
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Friday
Celebration
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