

Classroom Worship for Autumn Term 2020
	Themes

	Light – you are the light of the world

	Interfaith week – light across the faiths

	Gabriel and Mary

	Host of Angels and the Shepherds

	Three Gifts

	Thanksgiving



Preparing for Classroom Worship
· Classroom worship can be organised at any time of day which best suits the needs of the group. 
· Collective worship in a classroom has a different feel from worship in the hall. The advantages of class worship are:
• The more intimate nature of the worship can make everyone feel more readily included—there is nobody on the far edge or at the remote back
• The worship can be planned to be more appropriate for the age and understanding of the children present than is possible in a large mixed age gathering
• Children and adults may feel happier at leading worship in a more familiar setting with their peers rather than in front of the whole school

· Preparing for class worship is very important. If the pupils have been busy just before you are due to start encourage them now to pause and sit quietly, stilling themselves ready to begin.

· Create calm, quiet atmosphere – this can be done through music or changing the lighting in the room

· A worship focus- in all places of worship there is what may be termed a worship focus, in your own hall this may be a cross or a candle. It is helpful to have a worship focus for your class worship. This does not have to be a permanent feature but something that can be brought out just for the worship. Consider what would be an appropriate worship focus for your classroom e.g. a cloth, candle, cross, bible, ornament, prayer bear. You may want to have a number of appropriate worship foci in a basket that the pupils can choose and set out ready for worship.

· Structure

[image: ]You may well find it helpful to have a set structure to your worship. This enables even of youngest children to feel comfortable and confident with what is happening. Here we have used the gather, engage, respond, and send framework.
 









	[bookmark: _Hlk51334225]Light

	[bookmark: _Hlk48021829]Weekly bible focus: 
Matthew 5:
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.





	Reflection ideas for the classroom or outdoor area



	Monday 

[image: ]Windows 
Windows are for looking out onto God’s world and being inspired by its wonders.
	Gathering
Once everyone is calm and the space is set up ready for worship you may want to start by lighting a candle and saying / signing a greeting. 
Examples:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
and also with you

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also, with you.

Lord, open our lips
and we shall praise your name.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

We meet in the name of God:
God the Father,
God the Son,
God the Spirit:
God is one.

Let us worship God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Engage
Read 
Matthew 5:
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

Or watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze7w3-BL3OM This gives a good context to this Bible passage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUFOP8nhsRY 

Explain:
Often, we think of Jesus as the Light of the World but in this Bible passage Jesus calls us all to be lights. He says that we should be like towns on top of the hill – shining our lights to all. 

Why is it important not to hide a light under a bowl? Is the light of any use there?

What do you think this is saying to us? 

Going deeper
Sometimes we tell people to let your light shine and not keep your talents hidden when we want them to perform well or do their best. This attitude can sometimes lead to a very proud and boastful approach to life.

Read the passage carefully – what are the ‘lights’ that Jesus is referring to? 
And what is the reason that Jesus gives for us to ‘Shine our Lights’? 

Jesus suggests that whatever we do it should be so that God is honoured. How do you feel about that? For some this will be very important for others it will not mean anything. Whatever our personal beliefs – the important thing is the attitude with which we do things. We shouldn’t be doing good things just to make us look good (so often politicians or people in the public eye are accused of this) but instead we should do all that we do with a humble or servant like heart. 

What do you think about this?
How do you treat others when we are less proud and humbler?
How does this help to make the world a better place for everyone?

Respond
Encourage the pupils to respond with their own prayers first and then if appropriate use the Lord’s prayer.

You may want to write prayers or responses onto the light bulbs. 

Our Father, in heaven,
Holy is your name.
Your Kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins,
As we forgive those who sin against us,
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Sending/Blessing
“Sending” is the completion of the worship. When your worship in the hall comes to a conclusion there is literally a “sending”, as people exit and go back to their classrooms—how you follow the same pattern in the classroom will depend on how you prepared and gathered for worship.

Blessing examples:
Go out into the world in peace. Be brave. Don't repay evil with evil. But always seek what is good. Lend your strength to those who are weak. Support those who are in need. Respect everyone. May God bless you, And may you be a blessing to our community, and to our world.

For each step that I might take
Be my guide, O Lord of life
For each load that I might bear
Be my strength, O Lord of life
For each mountain I might face
Be my power, O Lord of life
For each danger that I might come across
Be my safety, O Lord of life
For each place where I might rest
Be my peace, O Lord of life
For each sunrise and sunset
Be my joy, O Lord of life
God is great!
God is good!
Let us thank Him
For this time

	[image: A picture containing road, building, person, board
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Create an area that includes different types of lights and also images of different lights (e.g. lighthouses, torches, street lights, headlights, miners’ lamps…)
Also include images of people ‘shining their lights’ by helping others or doing something kind or useful.

NB the emphasis of this passage is the fact that WE are lights of the world and are called to shine that light in a way that everyone can see it.

Have a number of card light bulbs cut out that pupils can write (or draw) their thoughts and prayers on them
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Links to worship songs:

My Lighthouse https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeJvKkBV6rY 

This Little Light of Mine
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKkbIZtqhyQ 

OR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ty9bZXN4uWA 

This Little Light of Mine Dance | Christmas Dance Song Easy Moves 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdsPbE9awKY 
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	Tuesday 

[image: ]Mirrors 
Mirrors are for looking into and reflecting upon things, either alone or together. Mirrors often help us to see things more clearly.

	Gathering
As above

Engaging
We will be thinking today about what it can look like when we let our lights shine…

Watch – unsung hero https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaWA2GbcnJU 

OR
Jonah and the Whale – Give a Little Love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0abYKwRWlU 

How are these people allowing their lights to shine each day? 
Is there anything here that you couldn’t do?
Are they expecting anything back in return?

Responding
Take some time to think about the people that have helped you. 
You could write prayers of thanks or simply write their names on a lightbulb.

Spend some quiet time thinking of these people. 

Consider awarding ‘Unsung Heroes Award’ to people either in your class, your school, or your local community 


Sending
As above
	

	Wednesday 
[image: ]Doors
Doors are for walking through in order to then act or respond in some way; it might mean moving on, making choices, doing something creative or purposeful in response.

	Gathering
As above

Engaging
Recap on what we have been talking about so far this week. 

Jesus called us to be a light of the world. Think about the things that we saw in the film clips yesterday.
 
What things could you do to let your light shine today?
We often think of heroes as big and brave and in your face but in fact we can all be a hero to someone today.

Take some time to think about what your attitude is going to be like today.

Responding
Consider setting up a reverse advent calendar for the class to take part in leading up to Christmas.
This could be linked with the foodbank or another local or international charity. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-42069381 

Or an Acts of Kindness Advent Calendar

Or A Christingle that lasts
You will need: tangerines or oranges; red tape or
ribbon; sticky tape; sharp knives; an apple corer;
cocktail sticks; tin foil; small sweets or dried fruit;
some sort of small Play-Doh sculpture of a human
or other flat representation of a person

Make your own Christingle. Stick the red tape or ribbon around the tangerine or orange. Slice off a small section from the base so that the tangerine or orange stands up on its own.
Using an apple corer, create a space where a candle could go into the top of the fruit. Put the four cocktail sticks into the orange or tangerine, each bearing some fruit or small sweets,
etc. 
Sculpt your human figure from clay or Play-Doh or cut out a cardboard figure.

Talk about the symbols of the Christingle: God’s red ribbon of love around the world and God’s good gifts in creation. But this Christingle is not complete. God sent Jesus not just for a
one-off visit, but rather God planned by the Holy Spirit to pass on his light to each and every one of us in every place. The light of the Christingle candle can go on forever if we become
the candles! Add the human figure to your Christingle in the place the candle would normally go. We are to be the light now that brings God’s love and healing to the world.


Sending
As above


	

	Thursday – 

Meditation
[image: A picture containing drawing
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	Use the Meditation resource alongside the Spiritual Encounters – bible based meditation teacher’s pack: http://www.ldbe.co.uk/about/guidance-resources/worship-and-meditation/ 
(This can be adapted for use with all ages) 

You may want to use the following reflection:

	

	Friday – 

Celebration
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Description automatically generated]

	Take this time to celebrate what has happened during the week – you may want to give out awards. If possible join the bubbles using Zoom or Teams so that the whole school can come together in a time of celebration.

Remember that this should also be a time of worship and celebration so begin with a gathering, include a prayer, a blessing, and a song of celebration.
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Delete slides and adapt as required to meet the needs of your class.







Key to the structure of each day
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Sacred Space



Ideas for the Worship Focus

Special covering – possibly using liturgical colours

Candle or candles

Cross

Prayer box

Pebbles (prayer)

Flowers
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Preparation time
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Music



Ideas for music/songs to use whilst gathering

Peace Be Still https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUpKZz0Nm7c

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U 

Be Still https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zcHHp0GTuc



Ideas for music/songs to use during worship
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Monday
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              Gathering

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you

and also with you
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Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ

be with you

and also, with you.
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Lord, open our lips

and we shall praise your name.



This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



We meet in the name of God:

God the Father,

God the Son,

God the Spirit:

God is one.



Let us worship God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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ENGAGE 
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching
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Matthew 5:14-16



14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
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Watch…



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ze7w3-BL3OM 



Or



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUFOP8nhsRY 
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Think…



Often, we think of Jesus as the Light of the World but in this Bible passage Jesus calls us all to be lights. He says that we should be like towns on top of the hill – shining our lights to all. 



Why is it important not to hide a light under a bowl? Is the light of any use there?



What do you think this is saying to us? 
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Going Deeper

Sometimes we tell people to let your light shine and not keep your talents hidden when we want them to perform well or do their best. This attitude can sometimes lead to a very proud and boastful approach to life.



Read the passage carefully – what are the ‘lights’ that Jesus is referring to? 

And what is the reason that Jesus gives for us to ‘Shine our Lights’? 



Jesus suggests that whatever we do it should be so that God is honoured. 

How do you feel about that? 



Whatever our personal beliefs – the important thing is the attitude with which we do things. 



What do you think about this?

How do you treat others when we are less proud and humbler?

How does this help to make the world a better place for everyone?










RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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“Lord, you light my lamp; my God illuminates my darkness.” 



May our lights of hope shine in the darkness for all people today. 





SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. 

Amen
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Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Tuesday
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Gather

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you

and also with you
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Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ

be with you

and also, with you.
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Lord, open our lips

and we shall praise your name.



This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



We meet in the name of God:

God the Father,

God the Son,

God the Spirit:

God is one.



Let us worship God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.



Lichfield Diocese 2020









Engage
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching
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Recap the Bible verses and then watch: 

Unsung hero 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaWA2GbcnJU 

 OR

Jonah and the Whale – Give a Little Love

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0abYKwRWlU 

 

How are these people allowing their lights to shine each day? 

Is there anything here that you couldn’t do?

Are they expecting anything back in return?






RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. 

Amen
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Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Wednesday
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Gather

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with you

and also with you
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Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ

be with you

and also, with you.
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Lord, open our lips

and we shall praise your name.



This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



We meet in the name of God:

God the Father,

God the Son,

God the Spirit:

God is one.



Let us worship God: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Engage
Encourage children to engage with Bible/Christian teaching
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Jesus called us to be a light of the world. Think about the things that we saw in the film clips yesterday.

 

What things could you do to let your light shine today?






RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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Reverse Advent Calendars

Acts of Kindness Advent Calendars

Everlasting Christingles






RESPOND 
Respond to the theme thoughtfully and prayerfully
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SEND

May God’s blessing surround us today

Amen
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ. 

Amen
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Go in the peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Thursday
Meditation










http://www.ldbe.co.uk/about/guidance-resources/worship-and-meditation/ 
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Friday
Celebration
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