Easter: The Passion of Jesus

The Tortured Christ by Guido Rocha: Brazil

Task 1: Look at the picture above carefully
Think: Pair: Share: Discuss
Think: Choose words that describe this picture.

Pair: Share your thoughts with another class mate and add new words.

Share: Share your thoughts and views in a group (no more than four).
Discuss: Discuss your thoughts about this picture as a class with your teacher.
Task 2: Read the following slowly
	The tortured Christ is a sculpture. It was created in Brazil in the 1970’s.  Brazil at this time was not a pleasant place to live. Many poor people and those who spoke out against the government of Brazil found themselves persecuted, tortured, imprisoned or even killed. The poor had very little rights. They had poor housing, poor education and poor health care. They felt abandoned by those in power. It was only through their Christian faith and their belief in Jesus that they felt they could find comfort.

This piece of sculpture is meant to represent those who were persecuted, imprisoned, tortured or killed. The artist himself was a victim of torture and was therefore able to convey his own pain in his sculpture of Jesus on the cross.
Christians in Brazil believed that Jesus died for all those who were persecuted or wrongly imprisoned. They believed that Jesus understood their suffering because he too suffered. For example Jesus understood persecution because he was persecuted by his own people. Jesus understood imprisonment and torture because he too underwent the same treatment under the Romans and Pontius Pilate. Jesus understood what it was like to be abandoned by his friends and betrayed and denied by those he thought he could trust. Finally Jesus understood the humiliation of crucifixion and death on a cross.
Poor and persecuted Brazilians came to believe that through Jesus’ own suffering they could be liberated from their own. Their belief in Christianity and their belief in Jesus gave them the power and strength to fight against the oppression of their government and seek justice and freedom. Their fight for justice and freedom came to be known as Liberation Theology.



Task 3: Read the passage again. This time underline or highlight new words. Share these words with your teacher and make a list of them. Now create a glossary of these words. You can work in pairs on this. Learn your glossary ready to play: What Word Am I?
Task 4: Play: What Word Am I? Use the words that you didn’t know to play this. Your teacher will help you.
Task 5: Think: Pair: Share: Discuss
In what ways are people persecuted today?

What are they persecuted for?

Do you think it is right to stand up against persecution? Why?

What would the world be like if we didn’t?

Do you think we live in a fair and tolerant country? Explain your thoughts on this.

Why might The Tortured Christ sculpture be a symbol of hope? Who could it be a symbol of hope to? 

Task 6: Read the following passages from the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. This activity could be done as a group looking at all passages OR different groups look at different passages. Let your teacher decide.
Passage 1: Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives
	39 Jesus left the city and went, as he usually did, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples went with him. 40 When he arrived at the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”
41 Then he went off from them about the distance of a stone's throw and knelt down and prayed. 42 “Father,” he said, “if you will, take this cup of suffering away from me. Not my will, however, but your will be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 In great anguish he prayed even more fervently; his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
45 Rising from his prayer, he went back to the disciples and found them asleep, worn out by their grief. 46 He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you will not fall into temptation.”

How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 2: The Arrest of Jesus
	47 Jesus was still speaking when a crowd arrived, led by Judas, one of the twelve disciples. He came up to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus said, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you betray the Son of Man?”
How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 3: Peter

	54 They arrested Jesus and took him away into the house of the High Priest; and Peter followed at a distance. 55 A fire had been lit in the centre of the courtyard, and Peter joined those who were sitting around it. 56 When one of the servant women saw him sitting there at the fire, she looked straight at him and said, “This man too was with Jesus!”
57 But Peter denied it, “Woman, I don't even know him!”
58 After a little while a man noticed Peter and said, “You are one of them, too!”
But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
59 And about an hour later another man insisted strongly, “There isn't any doubt that this man was with Jesus, because he also is a Galilean!”
60 But Peter answered, “Man, I don't know what you are talking about!”
At once, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned around and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered that the Lord had said to him, “Before the rooster crows tonight, you will say three times that you do not know me.” 62 Peter went out and wept bitterly.
How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 4: Jesus with the Roman Soldiers

	27 Then Pilate's soldiers took Jesus into the governor's palace, and the whole company gathered around him. 28 They stripped off his clothes and put a scarlet robe on him. 29 Then they made a crown out of thorny branches and placed it on his head, and put a stick in his right hand; then they knelt before him and made fun of him. “Long live the King of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spat on him, and took the stick and hit him over the head. 31 When they had finished making fun of him, they took the robe off and put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 5: Jesus Is Sentenced to Death

	13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought this man to me and said that he was misleading the people. Now, I have examined him here in your presence, and I have not found him guilty of any of the crimes you accuse him of. 15 Nor did Herod find him guilty, for he sent him back to us. There is nothing this man has done to deserve death. 16 So I will have him whipped and let him go.” 17 
18 The whole crowd cried out, “Kill him! Set Barabbas free for us!” (19 Barabbas had been put in prison for a riot that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)
20 Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, so he appealed to the crowd again. 21 But they shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
22 Pilate said to them the third time, “But what crime has he committed? I cannot find anything he has done to deserve death! I will have him whipped and set him free.”
23 But they kept on shouting at the top of their voices that Jesus should be crucified, and finally their shouting succeeded. 24 So Pilate passed the sentence on Jesus that they were asking for. 25 He set free the man they wanted, the one who had been put in prison for riot and murder, and he handed Jesus over for them to do as they wished.

How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 6: Jesus is crucified

	2 Two other men, both of them criminals, were also led out to be put to death with Jesus. 33 When they came to the place called “The Skull,” they crucified Jesus there, and the two criminals, one on his right and the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Forgive them, Father! They don't know what they are doing.”[b]
They divided his clothes among themselves by throwing dice. 35 The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders made fun of him: “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!”
36 The soldiers also made fun of him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, 37 and said, “Save yourself if you are the king of the Jews!”
38 Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.”
39 One of the criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
40 The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don't you fear God? You received the same sentence he did. 41 Ours, however, is only right, because we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” 42 And he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!”
43 Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me.”
How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Passage 7: Jesus dies

	4-45 It was about twelve o'clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole country until three o'clock; and the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands I place my spirit!” He said this and died.
47 The army officer saw what had happened, and he praised God, saying, “Certainly he was a good man!”
48 When the people who had gathered there to watch the spectacle saw what happened, they all went back home, beating their breasts in sorrow. 49 All those who knew Jesus personally, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance to watch.

How would the people of Brazil in the 1970’s connect this story to their own situation?


Task 7: Tableaux OR Stations of Jesus’ Passion

Based on one of the passages create a still tableaux

OR

Create seven stations of Jesus’ passion through art or craft. These can be as creative as you like. These stations should be based on:

· Jesus’ disciples falling asleep when Jesus most needed them

· The betrayal of Judas a disciple of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane

· The denial of Peter, Jesus’ best friend

· Jesus is subjected to ridicule and mocking by the Roman soldiers
· Jesus is rejected by his own people and sentenced to be crucified by Pontius Pilate
· Jesus is crucified with two criminals

· Jesus dies forgiving those that persecuted him

Your seven stations should try and reflect: betrayal, denial, ridicule, suffering, pain, oppression, weakness, vulnerability. Look back at The Tortured Christ image. Think about the people of Brazil and how this sculpture reflected the way they were feeling in the 1970’s.
Task 8: Creative writing
Imagine you were an observer of the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life on earth. Try and write a piece of descriptive writing, or a poem, on how you felt about what happen to Jesus. If this is too difficult write an acrostic poem based on each letter from the word: PERSECUTION or CRUCIFIXION.
Task 9: Images of Jesus’ passion
Look carefully at the following images of Jesus’ crucifixion on the next page.
· What surprises you? Which piece of art speaks to you? Why?
· Which piece do you find the most shocking? Why?
· Which image/s don’t you like? Why?
· Which image/s do you like? Why?
· Which image might appeal to certain people in society? Why?

· Why do you think artists have shown Jesus crucifixion in so many different ways? What do you think they are trying to say about Jesus?




























Insert image of ‘The Tortured Christ’ by Guido Rocha.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.














Insert image of The Tortured Christ by Guido Rocha.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.

















Insert image of Crucifixion: Le Vie de Jesus Mafa.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.














Insert image of The Korean Cross.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’
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Insert image of the Peruvian crucifix by Edilberto Merida


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.
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Insert image of the Crucifixion by Ang Kiukok


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.
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Insert image of Christa sculpture.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.




















Insert image of the 


Robert Powell: ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ Crown of Thorns.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.




















Insert image of the ‘Spanish’ Crucifixion by Diego Velazquez.


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.




















Insert image of ‘Electric Golgotha’ by Gebre Kristos Desta


This can be found in the CMS resource, ‘The Christ we Share’, or google images.
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