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Mobile Phone Policy


Introduction and aims 

Mobile phones are allowed to be brought to school by our students, although we recommend that they are not. Mobile phones and personally-owned mobile devices brought into school are the responsibility of the device owner. The School accepts no responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of personally-owned mobile phones or mobile devices. 

In line with updated DfE guidance issued in June 2026, we operate a mobile phone-free environment throughout the entire school day, with use, visibility, or audibility of phones prohibited at all times on site. 

For the purposes of this policy, 'mobile phone' includes smartphones, smartwatches with connectivity features (internet, messaging, camera), and any other internet-enabled personal devices. 

This policy aims to: 
· Maintain a calm, safe, disruption-free learning environment for all staff and students
· Protect students from online harm, bullying and safeguarding risks 
· Set clear rules and expectations for students, staff, parents and visitors 
· Clarify how exceptions, sanctions and confiscation procedures operate 

This policy also aims to address some of the challenges posed by mobile phones in school, such as: 
· Risks to child protection 
· Data protection issues 
· Potential for lesson disruption 
· Risk of theft, loss, or damage 
· Appropriate use of technology in the classroom

Rationale and National Context

The Department for Education states that: 
· All schools should be mobile phone-free environments 
· The ban must apply throughout the school day, including lessons, transitions, breaktimes and lunchtimes 
· Schools must enforce policies consistently and apply appropriate sanctions, including confiscation 
· Ofsted will review the consistency and effectiveness of phone policies in every inspection from April 2026

Roles and responsibilities

Staff

All staff are responsible for enforcing this policy consistently and following this policy to deal with any misuse of mobile phones. 

Staff must not use personal mobile phones in the presence of students except for any essential reason pre-authorised by a member of the SLT. Staff must not use mobile phones during lessons or when supervising students during breaktimes. 

Parents/Carers 

Parents should support this policy in ensuring that our school is a mobile phone-free environment. 

If parents/carers need to contact their children, they should do this by contacting the main school office and a message will be shared with their child. 

Students

Students must always follow the mobile phone expectations and comply with staff instructions without question. 
Students must ensure that mobile phones are turned off and stored safely out of sight for the duration of the school day. They cannot be placed on silent mode and must be turned off. They must be turned off and out of sight from entering the school gates on a morning before 8:40am and remain turned off and out of sight until after they have left the school site at the end of the school day. Students must not use their mobile phones at any time during the school day. If they need to contact parents/carers, they can do this by going to the student reception. 

If students are found using their mobile phones during the school day, the phone will be confiscated and given to their Head of Year. It will be stored safely until the end of the school day. The student will receive a sanction. If a student persistently breeches our mobile phone policy, sanctions will be escalated and they could face a fixed term suspension. 

Students must not engage in any type of poor behaviour, bullying or harassment using their mobile phone at any time. This type of behaviour will be taken extremely seriously. This type of behaviour could include:
· Sexting (consensual and non-consensual sharing nude or semi-nude images or videos) 
· Upskirting 
· Threats of violence or assault 
· Abusive calls, emails, social media posts or texts 

Use of mobile phones by staff

Staff are not permitted to use their personal mobile phone while children are present. Use of personal mobile phones must be restricted to non-contact time, and to areas of the school where students are not present (such as the staffroom or personal staff offices). 

There may be circumstances in which it is appropriate for a member of staff to have use of their mobile phone during contact time. For instance:
· For emergency contact by their child, or their child’s school 
· In the case of acutely ill dependents or family members 
· To use multi-factor authentication 
· Emergency evacuations 
· Supervising off-site trips 
· Supervising residential visits 

In these circumstances, staff will: 
· Seek authorisation from a member of the senior leadership team
· Use their mobile phones in an appropriate and professional manner, in line with our staff Code of Conduct.
· Not use their mobile phones to take photographs or recordings of students.

Use of mobile phones by students 

In line with the DfE guidance, students should not use their mobile phones during the school day, including during lessons, in the time between lessons, at breaktimes and at lunchtimes. 

For the purposes of day trips and visits, the same expectations apply. For the purposes of residential trips, specific guidance will be shared by the trip leaders regarding mobile phones. 

In line with DfE requirements to make reasonable adjustments for students with disabilities, medical needs, or exceptional personal circumstances. Parents may apply for permission for their child to access or carry a mobile phone for: 
· medical monitoring (e.g., diabetes apps) 
· emergency health needs 
· young carer responsibilities 
· specific safeguarding reasons

Permission must be agreed by the student’s Head of Year.

Use of mobile phones by parents, volunteers and visitors 

Parents, visitors and volunteers (including governors and contractors) must adhere to this policy when visiting the site during the school day. 
This means: 
· Mobile phones must not be used in lessons or in areas where students are present
· Not taking pictures or recordings of students 
· Not posting pictures / recording on social media without consent 
· Not using mobile phones when working with students 

Sixth Form Students

Sixth Form students are permitted to use their mobile phones to support their work and independent study during their study periods. They are allowed to use their mobile phones in the Sixth Form study areas only and are not permitted to use their mobile phones in lessons or around school. If Sixth Form students are found using mobile phones in lessons or around school, they will be confiscated and given to their Head of Year. They can be collected at the end of the school day and they will be given a sanction. 

Smartwatches

Smartwatches are allowed to be brought to school by our students, although we recommend that they are not. Smartwatches brought into school are the responsibility of the device owner. The School accepts no responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of smartwatches. Smartwatches worn in school must be set so that the call/messaging facility is disabled and they must only be used for the sole purpose of telling the time. If a student is found misusing a smart watch, it will be confiscated and they will be sanctioned in the same way as a mobile phone. Smartwatches cannot be worn for any formal exams. 
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