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Overview of the taught curriculum for Year 9

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Year 9 will cover the 6 core areas: 
·  Staying safe Online and Offline – Harmful Challenges  
· Health and Well-being – Looking after your body  
· Relationships – Types of Relationships 
· Building Your Future – Failure to Success 
· Rights and Responsibilities – Radicalisation
· Celebrating Diversity – We are better together  

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· The topics taught have been carefully selected to meet the needs of Year 9 students. They will start with Celebrating Diversity, then move on to Staying Safe Online, building on what they explored in Year 8. Previously, students looked at online risks in Year 7 and County Lines in Year 8. This year, they will build on their understanding by exploring the risks associated with vaping and smoking. Following a spiral curriculum, the topics will build progressively on prior learning from Years 7 and 8. The curriculum will be taught in an inclusive way that does not make too many assumptions about students’ prior knowledge or understanding.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· The six areas for the year will ensure that students are equipped with the knowledge and skills they need to navigate the world they are growing up in and the world that they will enter when they leave school. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Each topic within the 6 focus areas builds upon the learning done in previous years. For example, the ideas explored in terms of keeping safe online are revisited with more mature themes and ever more exploratory content as is appropriate for each year group stage. This approach is the same for each of the 6 focus areas throughout each academic year. Years 7 – 9 will follow a spiral curriculum. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Staying safe Online and Offline –Smoking and Vaping 
· Students will begin a series of lessons on smoking, vaping, and harmful trends online. This will involve exploring the risks and misconceptions surrounding these behaviours.
· Students will learn about the short- and long-term effects of smoking and vaping, including the impact on physical and mental health. They will also explore how online trends and challenges can encourage risky behaviour and the importance of making informed, safe choices.
· Students will examine how peer pressure and social media influence can affect decision-making and discuss strategies for resisting negative influences.

Health and Well-being – Looking after your body   
· Students will explore the importance of getting a good night’s sleep and the essential nature of finding time for relaxation. 
· Students will explore how to make healthy choices in life and how these can have a positive impact. 

Relationships – Types of Relationships  
· Students will explore healthy and toxic relationships, recognising the signs of respect, equality, and mutual support, as well as behaviours that can be harmful or controlling.
· Students will learn how to manage stress and emotional wellbeing, including strategies for coping with pressure in relationships, friendships, and daily life.
· Students will develop skills in effective communication, setting boundaries, and seeking support when facing difficult or unhealthy situations.

Building Your Future – Failure to Success  
· Students will explore how they might look to turn failure in to success as they go through life.
· Students will complete a series of lessons looking at First Aid. This will include how to administer CPR.
· Students will explore the importance of happiness in their lives and how to improve their mental health.
· Students will learn about effective anger management.
· Students will explore issues around employment status and financial management. This will include work around the importance of saving money.

Rights and Responsibilities – Radicalisation
· Students will explore what conspiracy theories are as well as how to navigate information in the era of ‘fake news’.
· Students will explore what is meant by British Values.
· Students will learn about terrorism; the radicalisation process and how counter terrorism works in Britain.
· Students will learn about anti-Semitism and recent examples of the forms that this has taken in British politics.

Celebrating Diversity – We are better together  
· Students will explore that personal behaviour can affect other people; to recognise and model respectful behaviour online.
· Students will explore the Equality Act of 2010 and the definition of ‘Protected Characteristics’.
· Students will understand the importance of a multifaith society and explore how the Britain is a multifaith society.  

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Drug Classifications
· Volatile Substance Abuse
· Sexually Transmitted Infections
· Equality Act 
· Protected Characteristics 
· Multifaith Society 

	Plan for Assessment

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Students will be assessed three times throughout the year. This will be an extended writing task.  






image1.png




