

Psychology Transition Work

	Welcome to Psychology! In the Psychology taster session, you completed activities that introduced you to several key topics you will study in your first year.  In this subject you are assessed using three objectives:

AO1: knowledge and understanding – DESCRIPTION
AO2: application of knowledge and understanding – APPLICATION 
AO3: analyse, interpret and evaluate – EVALUATION 

[image: ]The activities below require you to access all of the skills above. They will also help you to start thinking about research methods in Psychology. Complete them on lined paper and bring them to your first Psychology lesson in September. 

Pay attention to the number of marks available for each question and ensure that you include enough information to access these marks. There are 24 marks for this piece of work.



Activity One: Social Psychology
Obedience is a form of social influence in which an individual follows a direct order.  The person issuing the order is usually a figure of authority that has the power to punish when obedient behaviour is not forthcoming.
AO1 Task: Outline Milgram’s original (1963) obedience experiment.  Include details about what he did and what was found. [6 marks] 
AO2 Task: Describe an example of obedience occurring in the real world.  [2 marks] 
AO3 Task: Outline one strength and one limitation of Milgram’s original experiment. [4 marks]
· If you have used the PEE structure in another subject (Point, Evidence, Explain) you should use this to fully explain your strength and limitation.

Activity Two: Memory
Interference is when forgetting occurs because one memory blocks another causing one or both memories to be distorted or forgotten.
AO1 Task: There are two types of interference that can occur in forgetting; proactive and retroactive.  Explain the difference between these types of interference. [2 marks]
AO2 Task: ‘Martin is studying for his modern language exams. He revises French followed by Spanish on the same night and then gets confused between the two: for example, he remembers the French word for ‘chair’ instead of the Spanish word for ‘chair’’. Explain the type of interference that is occurring in this situation. [2 marks]

Activity Three: Research Methods
Milgram’s obedience experiment (along with most of the research into interference) can be classified as a ‘laboratory experiment’.
AO1 Task: What is meant by a ‘laboratory experiment’ in Psychology? [2 marks]
AO1 Task: Outline one other type of experiment that can be used in Psychology. [2 marks]
AO3 Task: Outline one strength and one limitation of using laboratory experiments in psychological research. [4 marks]
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