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Recommended sources
To complete the activities, you may find some of these recommended sources useful:
www.sociology.uk.net  (see ‘student activities’ for content that’s relevant to the
textbook used in class)

www.sociology.org.uk/rload.htm (includes a load of class notes and PowerPoints on a range of Sociological topics)

www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology (a popular site, that might be worth checking out)
www.tutor2u.net/sociology/blog/videos	(video slips and blog comments on a wide range of topics and news stories relevant to Sociology)
https://thesociologyguy.com/revision-notes/	(many colourful revision notes, but not on all topics)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=68eFC1_nIwA (good video on education)

www.thesociologyteacher.com/a-level-sociology (materials mostly aimed at Sociology teachers, but they cover a good a range of topics)

www.thesociologyteacher.com/education-sociology-revision (same as above, but specifically on education)

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192 (information on the course studied at Countesthorpe Leysland, by the exam board we use to examine our students)
www.bbc.co.uk/news (often has news stories relevant to Sociology)

www.theguardian.com/uk (the UK newspaper probably most relevant to Sociology)
www.independent.co.uk (another UK newspaper that often contains stories relevant to Sociology)

Activity 1: What is Sociology?
Activity 1.1: Using at least two different sources, write your own definition of what ‘Sociology’ is

	What is Sociology?

	










Activity 1.2: Consider each of these statements about studying Sociology below, and comment on whether you think each of them are true or false (e.g. explain why you chose true or false, and why others might disagree with you).

	Statement about studying
Sociology
	T or F
	My thoughts on the statement, and why I
chose true or false

	1. Sociology is an easy subject
	
	

	2. Sociology is mostly ‘common sense’
	
	

	3. It’s assessed entirely by exams
	
	

	4. The course is relevant to all careers
	
	

	5. You’re expected to contribute your own ideas
	
	

	6. You don’t have to write essays
	
	

	7. Studying sociology makes you a nicer person
	
	

	8. Some employers and
universities don’t accept
Sociology
	
	

	9. Sociology is just a matter of opinion
	
	

	10. You can succeed in sociology by simply learning your notes
	
	



People talk about the ‘society’ we live in, and how ‘society’ has changed. Some say that ‘society’ influences us, while others say individuals influence ‘society’.
It’s argued that the UK is now a multicultural society. But what is ‘society’? Using
several of the recommended sources from page 2, write down a definition of ‘society’.
What is a society?

You understand that British society is different now to what it was 100 years ago. Sociologists are interested in what they call ‘social change’, which refers to: ‘changes in social attitudes, in social action, in social processes and in the structure of society’. Comment on each of these categories, such as what it might mean and/or an example. Speak to relatives who are older than you if necessary:

	Form of ‘social change’
	Comment and/or example

	Changes in social attitudes
	

	Changes in social action
	

	Changes on social processes
	

	Changes in the structure of society
	



Sociology A-Level consists of four compulsory topics, which are: Sociology of Education; Sociological research methods; Sociological theory; Crime & Deviance. It also consists of two other topics, and at Countesthorpe Leysland, these are: Families & Households and Global development. Speak to older members of
your household, and write down some ways in which attitudes, social action and/or processes relating to education and crime have changed over recent decades.

	Topic
	Ways in which we’ve seen ‘social change’

	Education
	

	Crime
	


Now select six of the following aspects of society, and comment on some of the related changes we’ve seen in recent decades: marriage & divorce; religion; fashion; gender roles; having children; technology; leisure; sexuality; media; language; politics & voting; travel & transport; attitudes to mixed-ethnic relationships.

	Aspect of society
	Ways in which we’ve seen change

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Sociology investigates ‘social problems’ to try to explain them effectively. They conduct social research, using questionnaires, observational techniques,
interviews, official government statistics and other methods to find a ‘valid’ explanation for social action, social attitudes and social processes – including those which are negative and are ‘social problems’. Now return to the issues above, and provide some possible explanations that a sociologist might find by conducting a thorough sociological investigation using the methods mentioned above. Try to provide more than one explanation for each, if you can.

	Social problems
	Possible Sociological explanations

	Homelessness
	

	White boys underperforming in exams
	

	People claiming unemployment benefits
	

	Young people taking drugs
	



The government uses ‘social policy’ in an attempt to fix certain social problems. For example, one of the problems associated with drug abuse is addressed
by providing a ‘needle exchange’, to discourage heroin users from sharing needles and spreading illnesses like HIV or hepatitis and from discarding dirty needles for children and others to pick up. Sociologists sometimes attempts to influence government ‘social policy’. For two of the social problems mentioned in either of the activities above, makes some suggestions for addressing them – to either fix the problem or
minimise the negative impact they have on society.

	Social problem
	Possible suggestions for addressing the problem

	
	

	
	



Think about the coronavirus pandemic and the crisis associated with it. Problems linked to the virus might relate to issues like: schools, shops and services having to close, people’s freedoms being restricted, criticisms of the government’s response, death of loved ones and many more. Add your thoughts to the table below:

	Ways the virus is impacting on society – directly
or indirectly
	Sociological comments (e.g. explain the consequences, explain the behaviour)
	Social policy ideas to address the problems

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Activity 2.7: In Sociology exams, students are expected to be evaluative, and to present arguments both for and against, or both strengths and weaknesses.
Regarding the coronavirus crisis, there have been positive impacts on pollution and wildlife, and perhaps some people have been forced to become resilient and independent – therefore learning new skills. In the boxes below, describe some of the potential positive consequences of the coronavirus crisis.


	Positive aspects of the Coronavirus crisis

	

	

	

	

	



Crime & deviance
Sociology is interested is interested in a number of issues relating to crime, including seeking explanations for why some people commit crime and why most people conform to the law. It also looks at the different rates of crime between different social groups – such as men and women and different age groups. Before we go any further, use the ‘sociological imagination’ you’re beginning to develop
(rather than ‘common sense’) to make some suggestions why there might be differences in offending rates between the following pairs of social groups:

	Social groups
	Why offending rates differ

	People between 16 and 21, and people over 50
	

	Males in their 20s and females in their 20s
	

	Black Carribeans and people of Indian origin
	

	People who live in rural villages and people who live in urban areas
	

	Wealthy people and those on low incomes
	






Sociologists make use of official crime statistics, but they are cautious because they are ‘socially constructed’. This means, they are not naturally correct but are the product of decision-making by people involved in the criminal justice process – such as offenders, victims, witnesses, police officers and members of juries.
Therefore, lots of crimes are undetected (e.g. speeding), many are not reported to the police (e.g. a burglary where nothing was taken), and some are reported to the police but are not actually recorded by them or followed-up. Complete the following table with your own thoughts and those of people you live with. If possible, conduct some text or phone interviews with crime victims and any police officers you know

	Some reasons why crime victims and
witnesses don’t report crimes to the police
	Some reasons why police officers might not
record or follow-up crimes reported to them

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



Crime refers to behaviours which are against the law (at the time at which they are committed and in the place in which they’re committed), so it includes killing someone on purpose, stealing from shops, smoking cigarettes in pubs and using a mobile phone whilst driving. However, ‘deviance’ is not the same as crime. 
Deviance refers to behaviour which is against ‘social norms’ (i.e. is socially inappropriate and against what is expected of people) and is widely frowned upon. Therefore murder and the wearing of peculiar clothing to a funeral are both ‘deviant’, despite them not both being criminal. This is mind, study the following table and tick whether each behaviour is criminal, deviant, neither or both. Add your own ideas to the blank rows:

	Social behaviour
	Crime
	Deviance
	Neither

	Kissing your best friend’s girlfriend
	
	
	

	Smoking cannabis at a music festival
	
	
	

	Playing Candy Crush at a funeral
	
	
	

	A homosexual relationship
	
	
	

	Being over-changed and keeping the money
	
	
	

	Hiding money under your bed to avoid tax
	
	
	

	Burping loudly in a restaurant
	
	
	

	A male teacher who’s a drag queen
	
	
	

	Being married to two women
	
	
	

	Parking on yellow lines to pop into a shop
	
	
	

	An adult getting drunk at home
	
	
	

	A man shouting abuse in the street
	
	
	

	Murdering a neighbour over loud music
	
	
	

	Being rude to a teacher who’s trying to help
	
	
	

	Having sex with someone who’s nearly 16
	
	
	

	Driving on the left side of the road in the UK
	
	
	

	Taking printer paper home from work
	
	
	

	Driving 100mph on a motorway
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Now that you’ve given some consideration to crime and deviance, comment on whether or not you agree with each of the 10 statements below:

· All crime should be punished




· Poverty causes crime




· We all commit crime, but some are more likely to get caught
· Drug-taking shouldn’t be a crime, because the only victims are users
themselves





· Males and females commit different crimes and different amounts of crime





· Violence on TV and in computer games make people commit crime




· Prisoners should serve their full sentence, even if they’ve shown good
behaviour and rehabilitation





· What is classed as ‘deviant’ varies between different social groups and between different places





· It’s wrong for the police to stop people based on their appearance




· Some people are more at risk of being a victim of crime than others
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In year 12, we study the Sociology of Education. This topic includes studying the role that education plays for society, the government policies which have shaped the education system, gender differences in subject choice and a range of concepts like ‘pupil subcultures’, ‘pupil identities’ and ‘the globalisation of education’. It also involves studying ‘educational inequalities’ and explaining why students from certain social groups experience greater achievement that others. Using your developing ‘sociological imagination’, provide some possible explanations for differences in grades and skills between the following groups. Try to consider issues such as: finances, parents, discrimination, family culture, family types, teacher attitudes, ‘social norms’, what’s taught in schools and other issues.

	Social groups
	One possible explanation
	Another possible explanation

	Girls generally do better than boys
	
	

	Students from ‘middle class’ families tend to do better than ‘working class’ students
	
	

	
Some ethnic groups (e.g.
Indian) generally do better than others (e.g. black Caribbean)
	
	




Within Sociology there are a number of different ‘perspectives’, which look at society and its features (e.g. education and crime) in different ways. These
include perspectives like Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, the New Right, Symbolic Interactionism and Postmodernism. With regards to education, each of these have different views on its purpose. From discussions with people you live with (or can communicate with in other ways), respond to the following questions:
1) What do you think is the purpose (or purposes) of education?







2) Why does society want you to be educated?






3) What role or ‘function’ does a school serve for individuals and for wider society?





Wider Reading 1 – Department of Education
1. Access the following website https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c40rjmqdqgxt or google “Department of Education BBC”
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2. Select a news article that has been released within the last 2 months
3. Create a summary of your findings below: Title of article:


Date released:
Summary of information
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Department for Education - BBC News
Hazel Shearing investigates delays in the DIE school rebuilding programme. Afibuion. BEEC Radio 4.
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