
Who is Bob and Roberta Smith? 

Bob and Roberta Smith is the pseudonym of the artist Patrick Brill. Born in London, he studied at the 

University of Reading from (1981-1985) and Goldsmiths College (1991).

He trained as a sign painter in New York and uses text as an art form, creating colourful slogans on 

banners and placards that challenge elitism and advocate the importance of creativity in politics and 

education.

His best known works are Make Art Not War (1997).

His artwork celebrates people that use theirvoice to speak out about injustices in the worlds 

Let’s focus on the Fantastic!



Typography, Message & BOB 

& ROBERTA SMITH 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hunyeeHaw88 (4 
minutes) IF YOU HAVE LESS TIME!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qgg
XAUss7xY
8.53 Interview with BOB & ROBERTA 
SMITH. Watch up to 4.28mins only

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hunyeeHaw88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QggXAUss7xY


Task 1 Positive Messages ART  
Part 1: Come up with a positive message that 
celebrates people and how wonderful we are in 
our own ways. 

There are some ideas on the following slides. It 
can be a phrase, quote or a simple word. 

Part 2: Create a piece of word art in the colourful 
style of Bob and Roberta Smith. 

2/ Plot of the font style and size you want to 
use for the words. Use sample fonts to help. 

3/ Experiment with colours for your work.  

YOU MIGHT WANT TO PUT YOUR WORDS INTO 
A SHAPE!



1/ Pick a slogan or word to use for 
this lesson. You could use the 
Geordie slang list or pick a word to go 
with your chosen hero! 

2/ Plot of the font style and size you 
want to use for the words. Use 
sample fonts to help. 

3/ Experiment with colours for your 
work.  

YOU MIGHT WANT TO PUT YOUR 
WORDS INTO A SHAPE. 

Materials Suggested: 

YPO PENS 

To explore and experiment with font and colour to create a 
typography artwork.










