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Past Papers Questions and Answers

This is the most common and effective method of revision. This focuses on honing your examination technique.

Your teachers will have past papers, and you can also find them on the exam board website. 

You could go through past papers and identify some tricky questions and then use your notes and textbook to attempt these. Then 
review the mark scheme to see how to get full marks.

You could use past paper questions to create your own questions. This helps familiarise yourself with the style of questions asked. 

You could get out a mock from a previous term and re-attempt it and see if you improve.
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Revision Strategies
Flash Cards

These are proven to be the most effective method of revising key information.

Write questions or terms on one side and answers or definitions on the other.

They can be used by yourself, friends and parents to test your knowledge. Divide cards into 3 piles after answering. 1 pile of answers 
you got right (you can discard these as this information is now memorised), another pile of answers you were less sure of, and a final 
pile of cards you didn’t know the answer to – return to this pile again and again.

There are versions of these online too where you can find some already made or make your own 
https://www.cram.com/flashcards/create

https://www.cram.com/flashcards/create
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Images and Posters

Revision posters are great for showing information visually. 

Get yourself a large piece of paper 

Choose how you want to lay it out. Is it a comparison? Is it a process? Could a flow chat/ Venn diagram/ table/ labelled diagram help 
to display the ideas clearly and simply to help you memorise them? 

The process of drawing it yourself helps with memory rather than just looking at them in a textbook, revision guide or on the 
computer. 

Revision posters can be used in lots of different subjects and in lots of different ways. E.g. Geography case studies, story-board an 
historical event , Process diagrams – show the order in which a process occurs using arrows on a poster or the plot of a play or 
novel.
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Chunking

Breaks down information into smaller bits so that it is easier to remember

Can you remember this number?

1066007200601642

What about now?

1066  007  2006  01642

It can be applied to written work as well  (bullet points etc.)
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Diagrams from Memory

Choose a diagram-heavy topic, such as the heart structure in Biology or the business cycle in Economics, and try to draw it from 
memory. Compare it with your notes and correct any mistakes. 

Repeat the activity daily until you can reproduce the diagram perfectly without looking.
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Annotate a Mark Scheme

Download an examiner's report or mark scheme for a past question and rewrite an answer that matches the highest level of 
response. 

For example, in English Literature, take a Hamlet essay question and compare a student response with the examiner’s feedback, then 
rewrite it to include AO1 (argument), AO2 (language analysis), and AO3 (context).
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Flow Charts and Sequencing

Complete a flow chart on key ideas and ensure they are sequenced in the correct and logical order.

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Stage 5

Stage 6
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Mind Maps

Use to check what you know, link ideas together and get ideas into a visual format to help memorise. 

Put the central idea in the centre and then link to all the different themes to do with the central idea.

Link ideas to each of these different themes – for example you might add quotes.

Use pictures, colours and diagrams on the mind map where possible to help embed the ideas you have put down into your memory.

Once you have put the themes down and the information around them, can you make links/ connections (e.g. arrows with labels) 
between different ideas.

http://oregonstate.edu/tac/sites/default/files/mindmap-health-handwritten.png
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Write an Exam Answer from Memory and Compare with Notes

Pick a long-answer exam question, such as a 25-mark History essay on the causes of World War I and write a full response without 
looking at your notes. 

Then, compare your answer to your class notes or a model answer. Highlight missing points in a different colour and rewrite a better 
version, incorporating those missing details.

Revision Strategies



ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Record Yourself Explaining a Topic and Listen to It Later

Use your phone or a voice recorder to explain a topic in your own words as if you were teaching someone else. 

For example, for Psychology, record yourself explaining Attachment Theories (Bowlby, Ainsworth, Learning Theory). Play the 
recording back while commuting or before bed to reinforce learning.

Revision Strategies



ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Revision Sticky Notes

Write short questions on sticky notes and place them around your room (e.g. on mirrors, doors, or your desk). 

For example, if revising Physics, write What is the equation for gravitational potential energy? on one note and place it on your 
laptop. Every time you see a note, try to recall the answer before checking.
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Do a 60-Second Quickfire Quiz with a Friend

Get a revision buddy and do a one-minute challenge where you fire questions at each other. 

For example, in Chemistry, take turns asking “What are the conditions for the Haber Process?” or “What is Hess’s Law?”. The aim is to 
recall information quickly, improving speed and confidence for the exam.
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Annotations

Around a piece of text write notes or colour code key ideas found in the text.
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Summarising Text

Take the ideas in a large body of text and summarise into several key points.
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Using the Specification

By using the exam board website you will be able to download the specification for your course.

You could then:

Colour topics based on your confidence.

Create your own essay questions/quiz questions on topic areas.

Use this to highlight key terms and create a definition of all these terms.
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Teach Someone

With tricky topics you sometimes only fully understand them when you have tried teaching them to someone else. 

You don’t even need a volunteer to do this, you can just imagine having to teach a topic to someone else and think about what you 
would do or how you’d explain it.

Depending on the topic you could draw diagrams or create a resource that would help. Perhaps try creating ‘An Idiot’s Guide to…’

This will all help cement your own understanding of the topic.
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Revision Clocks

If you have a large topic to cover in a small amount of time you could try a revision clock. 

You can find a template to do this online or you can just do it by choosing 6 or 12 subsections and then giving yourself just 5 or 10 
minutes to make notes, bullet points or summaries on each topic. 

Setting a time every 5 or 10 minutes helps ensure you cover each topic. 
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Podcasts

If you want to do some ‘less intense’ revision or need to take a break from writing, then you could use podcasts for 
some subjects. 

For example, in English Literature you may be able to find a podcast on the book you are studying. 

The podcasts may not be directed at the A-Level specification, but they will encourage you to think about what you have learnt, and 
you will find yourself retrieving knowledge. 
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