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	The Leagues creation – rules on how the league was to run were already included in the treaty Of Versailles so all countries that signed the treaty had already agreed to stick to the rules of how it was to be run. The league was a vision for bringing the world together in peace. 
The four key aims were: To Keep peace, Encourage disarmament, Enhance living and working conditions, Prevent the spread of diseases. The structure of the league
The assembly - an international parliament with each country sending a representative to discuss and vote on matters. Only met once a year and decision-making had to be unanimous. 
The council – four permanent members of GB, France, Italy and Japan and four other members would be chosen for 3 year terms, later increased to 9 other members. They had the power of VETO on anything the assembly had passed. 
The Permanent Court of Justice – court to settle international disputes, the court had 11 judges who would rule but the ruling was only advisory as the League had no way of enforcing this.
Secretariat – administration and finance experts of league
Special commissions - groups created to tackle certain issues.







Did the league help people?
International labour organisation – YES – recommended the banning of white lead in paint due to poison, 77 countries agreed to a minimum wage. No – tried to stop children under 14 working and tried to limit working day but countries disagreed due to increased cost.
Commission for refugees – YES - set 427,000 out of 500,000 prisoners of war free after WWI, helped fleeing Russians find new homes, sent doctors to refugee camps in Greece to help with smallpox outbreak. NO – league failed to set up help for refugees fleeing Germany in 1933. 
Permanent Central Opium Board - YES – introduced a certificate for companies to purchase opium for medicinal purposes, blacklisted companies involved in illegal drugs. NO – didn’t manage to ban sale fully due to countries making money from it. 











How successful was the League in the 1920s?  YES – Sweden and Finland both claimed Aaland Islands in 1921 and threatened war, the League ruled it should go to Finland but they could not build forts. Sweden agreed and the league has successfully avoided war.   NO – 1923 Corfu – Italian investigators were killed in Greece, Mussolini wanted compensation and invaded Corfu. Greece appealed to the league who asked Mussolini to leave and they would get compensation when the killers were found. Mussolini was not happy and used members of the league to persuade them to demand compensation straight away from Greece, the league showed they could be bullied by large countries.
Did International agreements help? No they were left out of 4 agreements because they involved countries who hadn’t joined the League. These were Locarno treaties (1925) the Kellogg Briand Pact (1928), The Rapallo Treaty (1922) and Washington Arms Conference (1921-22)
Great Depression effect – Countries did not want to help anyone other than themselves. Some countries turned to extreme parties who promised to help rebuild their economies such as Hitler and Mussolini.


Decline of cooperation in the 1930s?




League of Nations – why did it fail?
WEAK – the league was weak in its dealings with aggression it had NO ARMY and therefore relied on member countries to volunteer their forces. The used three types of action: moral condemnation, economic sanctions and military sanctions (less likely due to lack of army).
AMERICA – did not join, this weakened the league immediately as it was the most powerful country at the time.
STRUCTURE – each member nation was represented on the assembly but they only met once a year. All decisions had to be unanimous (agreed by all members). Each member of the council had a right to VETO.
DEPRESSION – during the 1930s, countries became less focused on keeping peace and focused on self-interest and recovery. This led to empire building and invasions such as Manchuria and Abyssinia.
UNSUCCESSFUL – the more the League failed with events like Manchuria, the more people ignored it and were encouraged to rebel.
MEMBERSHIP – Germany was not allowed to join so it regarded it as a ‘League of Victors’ and Russia was also not allowed to join. This got the League off to a bad start.
BIG BULLIES – The council had four permanent members – Britain, France, Italy and Japan. The League was dominated by these key members. Italy and Japan defied the League during their conflicts and were treated leniently due to their membership. Britain and France also abused their powers through agreements such as the Hoare-Laval Pact.












Abyssinian Crisis – During the depression, Mussolini wanted to increase his popularity by restoring the glory of the Roman Empire. Abyssinia (Ethiopia) was one of the few areas of Africa, which had not been taken over by European countries and was rich in natural resources. It was next to Italian colonies of Somaliland and Eritrea so it would be easy to launch an attack. They had tried in 1896 and failed so Mussolini wanted revenge.
Events – In Dec 1934, a clash occurred between Italian and Abyssinian soldiers at Wal-Wal on the border between Abyssinia and Somaliland. Italy began to prepare for retaliation and on 3rd Oct 1935, Mussolini invaded claiming that he was trying to bring civilisation to Abyssinia. 
League – The league condemned Italy’s invasion as an act of aggression. Trade in arms to Italy was ended immediately. Britain and France didn’t want to lose Italy as an ally against Hitler so did not impose other sanctions. Britain and France continued to trade coal, iron and steel to keep their own economy stable. In Dec 1935, they made the Hoare-Laval Pact, which gave Italy 2/3 of Abyssinia. Mussolini accepted this even though Abyssinia had not been consulted. However the agreement was uncovered by the British public and it had to be dropped. In May 1936 Italy captured most of Abyssinia and declared victory. 
Effect - Italy walked out of the league in May 1936. The Abyssinian crisis marked the end of the League as it had failed again. Britain and France had been shown to betray the League. Hitler had used the opportunity to invade the Rhineland while the League was occupied with the Abyssinia crisis. Italy signed the Rome-Berlin axis with Hitler and removed itself as an ally to Britain and France.





Manchurian Crisis (1931) – The population of Japan was increasing and the depression caused by the Wall Street Crash had led to a reduction in trade and increased poverty in Japan. The Japanese army thought expansion into Manchuria would be the answer. 
Key events – Japan already owned the South Manchurian railway and in September 1931, there had been an explosion on the railway at Mukden, which they blamed on China. Japan used this as an excuse to invade and quickly defeated the Chinese at Mukden. China appealed to the League of Nations and the Lytton Commission was set up by them to study the evidence. The Lytton report was published a year later and condemned the Japanese invasion and asked them to leave. Japan ignored the League and renamed Manchuria, Manchuko maintaining control. Being further condemned by the League they left the League and then moved on to invading other areas of China.
Effect – the League failed and one of its members had committed an act of aggression. Showed no country wanted war and Britain and France were not prepared to step in, other countries noticed the weakness of the League such as Italy and Germany and offered later challenges to the League. 







