Paper 1 - The Origins and the outbreak of the Second World WarHitler’s aims in foreign policy: Unite all German speaking people under one rule, Gain territory in the East to provide Lebensraum (living space), Destroy the Treaty of Versailles, Destroy Communism and make Germany a great power again.





German rearmament (1933-1935)
· In 1933, Hitler withdrew Germany from the disarmament conference and the League of Nations.
· Hitler introduced conscription in 1935.
· Anglo-German Naval agreement was signed in 1935, which allowed the German navy 35% the size of the British fleet.
· Germany started to build the Luftwaffe in 1935.





Dollfuss affair – in 1934 Hitler ordered the Austrian Nazis to cause havoc and kill leader Dollfuss in Austria. The plan was to take over to create the forbidden Anschluss but the plan failed as the army were loyal to Austria and Mussolini moved troops to stop invasion.
The return of the SAAR- January 1935 - a plebiscite was held in the Saar to decide whether it should remain with the League or return to Germany or France. The Saar was inhabited by many Germans - 90% voted to rejoin Germany. Victory was used in Nazi Propaganda. This was not against the Treaty of Versailles as it was agreed that the Saar would be controlled for 15 years by the League.
Stresa Front – agreement between Italy, France and Britain to guarantee borders and protect Austrian Independence.


The remilitarisation of the Rhineland – 7 March 1936
German soldiers marched into the Rhineland, against the Treaty of Versailles.  The League condemned Germany but didn’t act.
Why was there no action taken? - Britain and France were concerned with Abyssinia. The French government were divided and needed support to act but Britain were in no position to go to war due to depression. Britain felt they were only going into their own back yard. Hitler also promised to sign a 25-yr non-aggression pact after.
Could Hitler have been stopped in 1936? – Yes, Hitler believed his army were not strong enough and ordered his troops to withdraw if they met opposition. The French army were stronger in 1936.
Effects - Hitler reversed some of the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler had increased confidence and support. Marked the end of the League of Nations. Led to the Rome-Berlin axis.
HITLERS ALLIES – Spain due to Fascist leader Franco – Hitler helped him in the Spanish civil war and used this as an opportunity to test out his weapons. Japan due to mutual dislike of Communist rule. Italy Mussolini had stopped Germanys first attempt at Anschluss therefore they were better as an ally. Italy was now isolated after leaving the league from Britain and France so made the Rome- Berlin axis to work together.  
POTENTIAL ALLY BRITAIN – Hitler wanted to ally itself to Britain but they did not trust him and never made an agreement.








Anschluss with Austria – 1938 - In 1934, the Austrian Nazis had tried to seize power after the murder of the Austrian Chancellor Dollfuss but had been stopped by Mussolini. Now Mussolini was allied with Germany due to the Rome-Berlin axis it was unlikely he would stop the invasion again. 
There were many rumours of plots by the Nazis to overthrow the Austrian government. Schuschnigg (Austrian Chancellor) asked Hitler to stop plotting but instead he forced him to appoint Seyss-Inquart (Nazi) as a minister of Interior. Hitler then encouraged riots by Nazis in Austria.
Schuschnigg called a plebiscite vote in an attempt to end the disturbances.Hitler was concerned that the vote would not go his way and moved his troops to the border forcing Schuschnigg to resign and call off the vote.  Seyss-Inquart became Chancellor and invited the Germans into Austria to restore order.
The Army entered on 12 March 1938, 80,000 opponents of Hitler were placed in concentration camps. In April Hitler held a plebiscite in which 99.75% of voters agreed with Anschluss.
Britain and France did nothing even though it was against the Treaty of Versailles terms.  Britain had sympathy for Germany due to the many Austrian German speakers. Hitler saw Anschluss as a triumph, uniting German speakers, breaking the treaty of Versailles and gaining greater support.






Poland and the outbreak of war (September 1939) – Hitler had long wanted Danzig as it was 90% German. From April 1939 he demanded Poland handed it over, and kept up the pressure. Britain warned him that it would join the war if Germany invaded Poland. On 1st Sept 1939 German troops invaded Poland. On 3 Sept Britain declared war on Germany. 
Nazi-Soviet Pact - In this pact, the USSR and Germany agreed not to interfere against the other in war. A secret clause was agreed to divide Poland between them. It was shocking as Hitler had vowed to destroy Communism but then made an agreement with Communist Russia. It is argued Hitler did this to avoid a war on two fronts which he blamed for Germanys loss in WWI. 
Importance of Pact – Hitler’s attack on Poland was inevitable, as was WWII as Britain had agreed to help Poland if attacked.

Sudetenland (Western part of Czechoslovakia) Crisis (1938):
· It was inhabited by over 3 million German speaking people it had strong, well-fortified frontiers to protect Czechoslovakia.
· Hitler encouraged riots from the Nazis in the Sudetenland.
· Hitler met with Chamberlain on 15th Sept asking for the German speaking parts of the Sudetenland. 
· Chamberlain got France and Czechoslovakia to agree.
· He flew back to meet Hitler on 22nd Sept but Hitler pushed for more – he demanded all of the Sudetenland. 
· Chamberlain returned to Britain disappointed and began to prepare for war, giving out gas masks and digging trenches.
The Munich Conference and Agreement – 30th September 1938
· Chamberlain, Hitler, Mussolini and Daladier (France) met in Munich and agreed that the Sudetenland would become German. The Czechs were forced to accept this. 
· Hitler had to agree not to invade Czechoslovakia to gain the Sudetenland, Peace had been maintained by Chamberlain. 
KEY EXAMPLE OF APPEASEMENT!
Importance of the Munich agreement - 30th September 1938
· Hitler had gained the Sudetenland without fighting.
· Czechoslovakia had been betrayed. 
· Peace was maintained by Chamberlain.
Collapse of Czechoslovakia – March 1939
· Czechoslovakia lost 70% of industry in the Sudetenland.
· Encouraged by Hitler the Slovaks began to press for independence and riot. 
· Hacha (Czech president) was forced to hand over control to Hitler and he marched in claiming to be restoring order. 
· Britain and France protested but did not oppose directly.
Effect of collapse of Czechoslovakia – March 1939
Marks the end of appeasement, Hitler had proved to Chamberlain he could not be trusted as he had broken the Munich agreement. Britain signed an agreement, supported by France promising to help Poland if they were invaded.

Appeasement – was the name given to British and French Foreign policy in the 1930s. The policy was to keep peace, they would give in or concede to acts of aggression to avoid war with Germany.
Why was appeasement believed to be a good idea? 
Britain thought Germany had been treated too harshly with the Treaty and the people of Britain wanted to avoid another war, remembering the loss of life in WWI.  Britain was still suffering from the depression and could not afford another war and the fear of Communist Russia was seen as a bigger threat.
Why was appeasement a bad idea?
Appeasement made Britain look weak and gave Hitler too much confidence and power. Other countries were betrayed and sacrificed due to appeasement such as Rhineland, Austria and the Sudetenland. Hitler could not be trusted to stick to his promises.








