Paper 1 – Conflict and tension 1918-39 - Peacemaking
	The Big three 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Georges Clemenceau – France
Key aims – revenge on Germany, reparations and a severely weakened Germany to ensure no further attacks on France.  France lost 1.4 million soldiers and land was destroyed – they wanted reparations to pay for repair.
	David Lloyd George – Britain
Key aims – punishment for Germany to appease the British public. Punishment not too harsh to ensure it did not result in another war and Germany was strong enough to continue trade.
Britain lost 1 million soldiersTreaty of Versailles
· Germany lost 10% of its land
· Alsace and Lorraine were restored to France
· The Saar Coalfield was put under control of the League for 15 years.
· Independent Poland was restored
· The union of Germany and Austria was forbidden
· Army limited to 100,000 men
· Conscription was not allowed
· Tanks and military aircraft were forbidden
· Navy was limited to 15,000 men and only 6 battleships were allowed.
· Rhineland was demilitarised.
· Germany had to accept full blame for causing the war (War Guilt Clause 231)
· Germany had to pay £6.6 billion in reparations










	Woodrow Wilson – USA
Key aims - Wilson’s 14 points to be implemented. Which included end of secret treaties, freedom of the seas, reduction in armies and weapons, formation of the League of Nations and Belgium to be restored to independence. USA lost 100,000 soldiers and therefore  did not feel the need to punish Germany as harshly. Germany’s objections to the Treaty of Versailles
· The lack of negotiation led to the Germans referring to the Treaty as a ‘Diktat’ – a dictated peace. 
· The huge loss of land and separation of German speaking people annoyed Germany. 
· The Polish corridor given back to Poland left Germany with no access to its province of East Prussia.
· Germany said they believed the Treaty was going to be based on the fourteen points and was annoyed it was not. 
· Germans believed the army reduction was not enough to defend itself or keep control within Germany.
· The German people disagreed with the war guilt claiming they were being punished for the Kaisers actions. 
· Germans believed reparations were set too high to destroy them and allowed them no chance of recovery.










Did the big three achieve their aims?
Georges Clemenceau (FRANCE) – YES – Germany had to accept blame for the war, army and navy were reduced, rhineland demilitarised, forbidden to unite with Austria. Reparations payments were set at £6.6 billion and France gained coal from the Saar for 15 years. NO – French people did not feel they got full revenge, they felt Germany should not have any army and they wanted Rhineland independence. Money could not make up for loss of soldiers in France.
Woodrow Wilson (USA) – YES – small nations given independence, league of nations created, 42 countries joined the league and agreed to work for peace. NO – American senate refused to join league, Wilson felt the treaty was too harsh and they would want revenge. The mandates under the league were run by Britain and France really. 
David Lloyd George (Britain) – YES – war guilt pleased the British public, they received reparations to help rebuild. Britain received naval supremacy due to the limitations on Germany. Britain gained territory to expand its empire. NO – Lloyd George worried the treaty was too harsh and that Germany would seek revenge possibly through another war. The German economy was crippled and they could not trade. The treaty would cause another war in 25 years that Lloyd George believed would be double the cost. 













How were Germany’s allies treated at the end of the war?
Austria – Treaty of St Germain – Sep 1919
Austria lost land to Italy and Romania, they had to pay reparations, their army was limited to 30,000 men and no conscription. Austria was also not allowed to unite with Germany or have a navy. Austria was annoyed as some of their industrial land was given to make up new Czechoslovakia and Italy didn’t feel they received enough land as a reward for helping the allies. 
Bulgaria – Treaty of Neuilly – Nov 1919
Bulgaria lost land to Yugoslavia, Greece and Romania. They had to pay £100 million in reparations and the army was limited to 20,000 with no air force, conscription and 4 battleships. 
Hungary – Treaty of Trianon – June 1920 
Land was given to Romania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Austria. Reparations were due but economy collapsed. 30,000 limit on army.
Turkey – Treaty of Sevres – Aug 1920
Turkey lost land to Greece and lost all land in Europe. Army restricted to 50,000 and 7 sail boats and 6 torpedo boats. Waterways connecting the black sea to Mediterranean had to be opened up to other countries. The allies could keep troops in Turkey. The Turkish people were furious and revolted overthrowing the government – the new leader threatened war against the allies. The allies did not want war so agreed to agree a new treaty.
NEW TURKEY - TREATY OF LAUSANNE – 1923
Gained back some land from Greece and no limit on armed forces and reparations cancelled. Allied troops withdrew from Turkey as well. 

















Why were the big three willing to compromise when they disagreed so much?
The armistice – Germany signed the armistice to surrender and in this had already agreed to pay reparations – Clemenceau used this fact to argue they should pay them in the treaty of Versailles.
Prior agreements – The allies (Britain, France and USA) had made promises to countries in return for their support in the war. At the end of the war these countries expected their reward so the allies had to include this in the treaty.
Time constraints – The conference lasted only 12 months and was signed  June 1919. The countries were under pressure to come to a decision as the victorious countries needed their reparations so they could start rebuilding their economies and lives. 
A changing Europe – The war changed Europe considerably and people feared that poverty caused by war could lead to more revolutions such as in Russia so they needed to agree the treaty quickly. 








Strengths of the Treaty of Versailles – the treaty brought peace to Europe and set up an international organisation, the League of Nations. 
Weaknesses of the Treaty of Versailles – the treaty left Germany with many grievances some of which were justified as many of the terms of the treaty contradicted the fourteen points. If Germany ever recovered from the war, it would be determined to right all the wrongs of the treaty, which could lead to problems. Too much faith was place in the League of Nations to maintain peace. US refused to sign the treaty and did not join the league, which made it less secure. 

