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Year 10
Developing knowledge of ‘Verbatim Theatre’  




Verbatim theatre is a form of documentary theatre which is based on the spoken words of real people. Strictly, verbatim theatre-makers use real people’s words exclusively, and take this testimony from recorded interviews. Documentary theatre by contrast encompasses other found sources such as newspaper articles and diaries.
Common to both however is that the plays in these genres are constructed using the words of real people, a qualitatively different and unusual challenge for actors as compared to portraying fictional characters. This project explores this difference and attempts to understand how actors negotiate the ethics of playing a real person and how these considerations shape their performance.

TO learn more about Verbatim theatre, watch the below videos, produced by the National Theatre. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui3k1wT2yeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a0qNEhCly4
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