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Entry Requirements for Studying A-level French?
· Students who are expected to achieve at least a grade 6 in GCSE French with consistent performance in all 4 skills. 
· Students who have enjoyed their GCSE French course, and who take a keen interest in life and culture in other parts of the world.
· Students who enjoy the study of a variety of different topics rooted in the countries where French is spoken.
· Students who enjoy the study of how language is formed, as there will be in-depth study of French grammar.
· Students who love a discussion in lessons, and who are willing, and able, to share their ideas.
· Students who are motivated to engage in their own learning beyond the classroom, as there is an independent research project in year 2 of the A Level.
·  Students who enjoy language and communication.
What to expect from A-level French.
A-level French is demanding and rewarding in equal measure. Topics that are studied are challenging and will require students to research, analyse and evaluate information about the French-speaking world in order to draw conclusions on life, politics and culture in those countries. Students are expected to complete substantial amounts of reading, research and preparation for lessons, in order to engage fully with class discussion. Students should expect to prepare and complete responses to speaking questions and stimulus material regularly, and these responses will often present some form of discussion, asking students for their reaction to various situations. Therefore, engagement with class discussion is essential in order to be fully prepared for the demands of delivering high quality, fluent and analytical responses. French is a highly valued subject, which will enable you to communicate confidently, clearly and effectively and will encourage you to develop critical insight into the society, culture and heritage of the French-speaking world. Not only will A Level French open up many possibilities for future studies it will also give you a high sense of achievement and enjoyment.  



This bridging course will provide you with a mixture of information about A-level French, and what to expect from the course, as well as key work to complete. Students who are expecting to study French at A-level, and are likely to meet the entry requirements, must complete the bridging course fully and thoroughly, to the best of their ability. You should complete all work on paper and keep it in a file, in an ordered way. You will submit it to your teacher in September. All of the work will be reviewed and selected work will be assessed, and you will be given feedback on it. This work will be signalled to you. If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school and appropriate resources will be sent to you. If you are thinking about studying French at A-level you should attempt this work to see whether or not you think studying a subject like this is right for you. If you later decide to study French, you must ensure you complete this work in full. This work should be completed after you have read and completed the Study Skills work that all of Year 12 should complete.  












Course outline
	Paper 1 – Listening, reading and writing -  worth 50%
	Paper 2 – Writing - worth 20%

	· An exam lasting 2 hours 30 minutes.
· Section A – listen and respond in French or non-verbally to a range of passages based on the themes and sub-themes. One question will require a summary in your own words of a spoken passage.
· Section B – Read and respond in French or non-verbally to a range of stimulus texts based on the themes and sub-themes including a literary text. One question will require a summary in your own words of a stimulus text.
· Section C – Translate a passage, based on the themes and sub-themes, of 100 words from French into English. Translate a second passage, based on the themes and sub-themes, of 100 words from English into French, using a French stimulus text as support.
	· An exam lasting 2 hours.
· Answer two essay questions in French one based on the book and one based on the film.


	Paper 3 – Speaking – worth 30%
	Themes to be studied

	· An exam lasting 21-23 minutes (including 5 minutes of preparation time)
· Part 1 – prepare a stimulus card, chosen from a choice of two, and engage in a discussion of 5-6 minutes giving and explaining your reaction to the three printed questions on the card and additional questions asked by the teacher examiner. There is a requirement for the student to ask two questions
· Part 2 – this will focus on the Independent Research Project (IRP) which students have completed. Deliver a presentation of up to 2 minutes based on the research you have conducted on your chosen topic and respond to questions from the teacher examiner for up to 5 minutes based on this presentation.
	· A Level Year 1 themes:
· La famille en voie de changement
· La cyber-société
· Le rôle du bénévolat
· Une culture fière de son patrimoine
· La musique francophone contemporaine
· Cinéma – le septième art
· A Level Year 2 themes:
· Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse
· Comment on traite les criminels
· Les ados, le droit de vote et l’engagement politique
· Quelle vie pour les marginalisés ?
· La politique et l’immigration
· Manifestations, grèves – a qui le pouvoir ?
· The book L’Étranger, by Albert Camus
· The film Au Revoir Les Enfants, directed by Louis Malle
· Independent Research Project – based on a topic chosen by students, which is rooted in the French-speaking world.




The following work requires a lot of self-assessment and independent research, and some of the concepts might be challenging to understand at first. Remember to take regular breaks, go back to any of the tasks after some time away, and try your best. Your French teacher will go over the following with you in lessons, early in Year 12.

1) You are now going to begin some grammar work relevant for all aspects of A-level French. As part of your GCSE course, you have studied lots of French grammar previously. At A Level, we will review all of this grammar study and investigate it in more detail so you gain confidence in your use of grammar for spontaneous speaking and writing.  

i) Complete the self-assessment grammar audit below. Be very honest with yourself and if you feel that you are not confident about certain aspects of the grammar listed that is fine as there will be an opportunity to review and practise this grammar. Also, please note that we follow a comprehensive programme of grammar study at A Level so you will have the opportunity to revisit all of this grammar with your teacher in September. 
SELF – ASSESSMENT GRAMMAR AUDIT
Tick the box depending on how confident you feel with each grammar point (these represent the main grammar points you will have studied at GCSE). For the grammar points that you are only quite confident or not confident on please see the suggested websites below for advice on how you can review and practise this grammar. Following this, you will complete a grammar work booklet that will be submitted to your A Level French teacher in September (this can be emailed)

	GRAMMAR POINT
	Fully confident
	Quite confident
	Not confident 
	Notes/comments

	Nouns – gender, singular/plural forms
	
	
	
	

	Articles – definite (le, la, les), indefinite (un,une)
	
	
	
	

	Partitive article – du/de la/des
	
	
	
	

	Prepositions – à, au, à l’, aux
	
	
	
	

	Adjectives – agreement
	
	
	
	

	Adjectives – position/word order
	
	
	
	

	Comparisons and superlatives
	
	
	
	

	Possessive adjectives – mon, ma, mes etc
	
	
	
	

	Question words
	
	
	
	

	Pronouns – subject (je, tu etc)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – present tense (regular)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – present tense (irregular)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – present tense (reflexive)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – perfect tense with avoir
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – perfect tense with être
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – imperfect tense
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – near future (using aller + inf)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – simple future (using endings)
	
	
	
	

	Verbs – conditional
	
	
	
	

	Negatives - formation
	
	
	
	



ii) Now, to develop your understanding of any areas of grammar, which require improvement, access the relevant website below to make detailed notes on any grammar point you assessed yourself as being quite confident or not confident on. 

	GRAMMAR POINT
	Study website
	GRAMMAR POINT
	Study website 

	Nouns – gender, singular/plural forms
	https://ielanguages.com/french-nouns.html
	Verbs – present tense (regular)
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z87jq6f/revision/3

	Articles – definite (le, la, les), indefinite (un,une)
	https://ielanguages.com/french-nouns.html
	Verbs – present tense (irregular)
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/the-present-tense-irregular-verbs

	Partitive article – du/de la/des
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/grammar/partitive-article/
	Verbs – present tense (reflexive)
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/reflexive-verbs

	Prepositions – à, au, à l’, aux
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/grammar/a-preposition/
	Verbs – perfect tense with avoir
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2h6tfr/revision/2

	Adjectives – agreement
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/grammar/adjectives/
	Verbs – perfect tense with être
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpyf7p3/revision/3

	Adjectives – position/word order
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/grammar/adjectives/
	Verbs – imperfect tense
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/the-imperfect-tense

	Comparisons and superlatives
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z29cpbk/revision/1
	Verbs – near future (using aller + inf)
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwnpw6f/revision/3

	Possessive adjectives – mon, ma, mes etc
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/possessive-adjectives
	Verbs – simple future (using endings)
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/the-future-tense

	Question words
	https://grammar.collinsdictionary.com/french-easy-learning/question-words
	Verbs – conditional
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpbv34j/revision/1

	Pronouns – subject (je, tu etc)
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/grammar/subject-pronouns/
	Negatives - formation
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwtx6sg/revision/1




iii) You are now going to complete the following online, self-correcting grammar exercises on the grammar points listed above.  If this practice reveals any further areas for development, then return to the study websites above and make further notes. 
	GRAMMAR POINT
	Practice exercises
	GRAMMAR POINT
	Practice exercises 

	Nouns – gender, singular/plural forms
	https://www.tolearnfrench.com/exercises/exercise-french-2/exercise-french-77521.php
	Verbs – present tense (regular)
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Present_Tense/index.htm

	Articles – definite (le, la, les), indefinite (un,une)
	https://www.tolearnfrench.com/exercises/exercise-french-2/exercise-french-32291.php
	Verbs – present tense (irregular)
	https://conjuguemos.com/verb/24

	Partitive article – du/de la/des
	https://progress.lawlessfrench.com/kwiz/take/1451250
	Verbs – present tense (reflexive)
	https://conjuguemos.com/verb/25 

	Prepositions – à, au, à l’, aux
	https://www.tolearnfrench.com/exercises/exercise-french-2/exercise-french-25056.php
	Verbs – perfect tense with avoir
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Begin_Perfect_Tense/index.htm

	Adjectives – agreement
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Adjectives/index.htm
	Verbs – perfect tense with être
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Perfect_Tense/index.htm
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/2PerfectTense/index.htm

	Adjectives – position/word order
	As above
	Verbs – imperfect tense
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Imperfect/index.htm

	Comparisons and superlatives
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Comparatives/Index.htm
https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Superlatives/Index.htm
	Verbs – near future (using aller + inf)
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Aller_Infinitif/index.htm

	Possessive adjectives – mon, ma, mes etc
	https://www.tolearnfrench.com/exercises/exercise-french-2/exercise-french-4164.php
	Verbs – simple future (using endings)
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Future/index.htm

	Question words
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/ET3/Questions/Index.htm
	Verbs – conditional
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Conditional/index.htm

	Pronouns – subject (je, tu etc)
	https://www.lawlessfrench.com/quizzes-and-tests/subject-pronouns-quiz/
	Negatives 
	https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/French/Grammar/Negatives/index.htm




iv) Now you will complete the booklet of French grammar exercises. These can be printed and completed or done digitally. They will be submitted in September to your French teacher who will give you some feedback on them. 

2) You are now going to begin some vocabulary work relevant to one of the first themes you will study in A Level French (La famille). Not only will this give you a head start with key topic vocabulary required in September but it will also be useful for the reading and listening work which will be completed on this topic in the coming weeks.

i) Log onto the following website: https://www.memrise.com/course/1194303/aqa-a-level-french-year-1-as-2016/ create a Memrise account for yourself if you do not already have one, it’s free and will enable you to map your progress. 
ii) Begin to learn the vocabulary from the first 3 units listed (1.1 La vie de couple, 1.2 Monoparentalité and 1.3 Grandparents, parents, enfants) You will see that this website gives you suggestions for how to memorise the vocabulary. 
iii) After you have spent time learning the vocabulary with the support of the website, test yourself so you can assess your progress. You will continue to revisit and review this vocabulary over the coming weeks so you can see how much progress you are making.    

3) Finally for this week, you are going to develop your interest in French culture by researching, watching and reviewing a French film. Not only is watching a French film in its original form (i.e. not dubbed into English) an excellent way of practising and developing listening skills it will also give you a greater insight into the French-speaking world. We are fortunate that via the internet, we have a wealth of French-speaking resources available to us and the expectation at A Level is that you will take an active interest in all aspects of French culture and what is popular in France at the moment. This activity will be an excellent opportunity for you to start to get a feel for what genre of French film you like or which directors or actors might interest you, so that you can continue to engage with them throughout your future study of French. 

i) Conduct some research on the following films and decide which one you would be most interested in watching. (I have tried to list a selection of films, which are easily accessible through common websites/apps). 
· Les Choristes (certificate 12) - entire film available on Youtube here : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-Cr-qtBcvc 
· The Africain Doctor (certificate PG)   - available on Netflix
· 10 jours en or (certificate PG)  – available on Netfllix
· Paris is us (certificate 12) – available on Netflix
· - The workshop (certificate 15) – available on Sky Cinema


Other films of interest which you may be able to rent online are :
· Intouchables ((certificate 15)
· Le fabuleux destin d’Amélie Poulain (Amélie) (certificate 15)
· Entre les murs (certificate 15)
· Bienvenue chez les Ch’tis (certificate 12A)
· Le petit Nicolas (certificate 12)
· Taxi (certificate 15)
· La famille Bélier (certificate 15)
· L’auberge espagnole (certificate 15)
· La Haine (certificate 15)
· No et moi (certificate 15)
· Au revoir les enfants (which is the film we study at A Level) (certificate 12A)



ii) Watch the film you have chosen. Ensure you have English subtitles on so you can follow what is happening but also aim to pay attention to the spoken French so you can pick out any familiar or new vocabulary. 
iii) Use the vocabulary support below to write a review on this film. This review will be submitted to your French teacher in September and you will receive feedback on it. 








	1
	2
	3
	4

	






Aujourd’hui
Hier
Avant-hier
Il y a quelques jours
La semaine dernière
Le mois dernier
L’année dernière 
	

J’ai vu
Je suis 
allé voir 



On m’a parlé
(they told
me about)  


Le film
qu’on a vu
c’était 
(the movie 
we saw was)


	




Un film western
            policier
            romantique
            dramatique
            historique          
            comique   
            de guerre
            d’horreur
            d’action     
            de science 
                 fiction
            d’animation
            d’amour
Un thriller
Une comédie musicale
Une vidéo (musical)  
Une pièce théâtrale,
etc.
	
Dans le film
         la pièce 
         le roman,
          etc.



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Le film 
La pièce
Le roman,
etc.



       TALKING ABOUT A MOVIE


















	5
	6
	7
	8

	

le thème principal, c’est…
(the main theme is)


	la violence
le racisme
la guerre
l’importance de l’amitié
l’amour
le conflit générationnel 
la condition de la femme
l’amitié (friendship)
la signitication de la vie
la pauvreté (poverty)
la drogue/l’alcool et la dépendance
le pouvoir (power)
l’argent  
	Ce que 
j’ai bien 
aimé
c’était… 







	Les effets spéciaux

La bande sonore (sound-track)

Le jeu des acteurs (acting)

La réalisation (directing)

Les blagues (jokes)

L’histoire

Les dialogues

La suspense

Les scènes de combat (fighting scenes)

La fin (the end)

Qu’il y a trop de sexe/violence/vulgarité, etc. (there was too much sex, violence, etc…)


	

il s’agit de/d’…/des
(it is about)



	une histoire d’amour
une histoire fantastique
une histoire d’espionnage (a spy story)
la lutte entre le bien et le mal 
un super héros
un évènement historique
un détective qui essaie de trouver l’auteur d’un homicide
l’amitié entre un homme et un animal
un homme qui tombe amoureux d’une femme
la vie d’un personnage célèbre
un scientifique qui essaie de trouver la cure pour un virus 
un serial killer
la relation d’un garçon et sa famille
aventures d’un extraterrestre / gangsters/animal
l’harcèlement à l’école 
	Ce que 
je n’ai 
pas aimé
c’était…
 
	

	traite de /d’…/des
(it is about)
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