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In September you will begin studding A Level Edexcel Drama and Theatre. Over the course of Year 12 and 13 you will study a range of set texts, see a range of live theatre and create your own original devised theatre. 

One of the set texts you will study is Machinal by Sophie Treadwell. It has been taught at St Mary’s for 14 years and has been performed once by the sixth form in 2012 at St Mary’s. It is a very popular play with the students and no doubt will continue to be so for your class! 

A Level Drama Summer Work 
This work will prepare you for studying Machinal by Sophie Treadwell as part of Section B Component 3 (Written Exam) – you will need to analyse the language, non-verbal communication, aural, spatial visual elements, characterisation, interpretation of text and the social cultural and historical context of both plays studied. The second text you will explore is Woyzeck by Georg Buchner. You will also study Bertolt Brecht’s Epic Theatre alongside Woyzeck. 
In September you need to bring a dedicated Drama notebook/ scrapbook and file. Please complete the work below and bring it in either your notebook or printed out and put into your file 
MUST DO – Work you must complete: 
The first thing you will do in September is take part in workshops about various theatre practitioners; this work will prepare you for this.
Your findings can be presented in variety of ways; either in a table, a fact sheet, a poster, written paragraphs, pictures with annotations etc. Select a way that is appropriate for you. In total you should write approximately 300 words on each practitioner, whether that is in bullet points, words on a poster or in paragraph form


1. Watch this video about Stanislavaki https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB1fPZX5Zgk&list=PL3s2ghPGI_qXYX_cHJnkK74gP5jBwDYUn&index=2 
You will also need to do some further research to help you answer the following questions: 
 
What did Stanislavski believe about acting? Why did he develop this acting method? 
What is Method Acting? 
Can you give some examples of Method Acting in practice? 

2. Bertolt Brecht is a theatre practitioner who totally contrast the workings of Stanislavski 
Watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7fqMPDcKXM 
You will also need to do some further research to help you answer the following questions: 

What does Brecht believe about acting? Why did he develop Epic theatre? 
What his ‘Epic Theatre’ is, giving examples. If you saw ‘The Good person of Szechwan in March 2023, give some examples of Epic theatre seen in that show. If you did not, can you find any examples online to describe? 

a) Frantic Assembly are a modern theatre Company who choreographed shows such as The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time and Things I Know to be True.  
Watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_HfdiC7tZU 
You will also need to do some further research to help you answer the following questions: 
What do Frantic Assembly do and what is physical theatre? 
Why is physical theatre an important dramatic tool? 
Can you give some examples of how physical theatre was used to enhance The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time?

3. Drama terminology: Look up the following terms and write definitions in your own words. 
Non-verbal communication, interpretation, visual, aural, spatial, expressionism, characterisation,  

SHOULD DO: 
This work prepares you for studying set text 1: Machinal by Sophie Treadwell 
1. You should research life in the 1920s for women. What were their expected roles? What was the man’s role? What was happening in New York in 1920s? What was expected of women in this time? How did they dress? What was their social life like? What was a ‘loveless marriage’? What were flapper girls? What was prohibition? 
2. Write a handbook titled ‘A Guide to Being a Woman in America in the 1920s’. 
3. Write two contrasting diary entries; one is a bored housewife in a loveless marriage, one is a flapper girl. How are their lives different?  

COULD DO:

1. Write an answer to the following question: 300 words 
How are women’s lives different now compared to the 1920s in America?

Part Two 
Component 1 Devising preparation

Pick an extract from any play. I want you to respond to this extract in the way you would respond to your given extract in September. 
1. Pick a play you know well and select one extract (this would be around 10 minutes in length when performed)
2. Answer this question in detail. ‘What themes are seen in this extract and how could/would they be seen in a performance of the play?’ 
3. Select two themes that are seen in the extract and create a mind map for each, showing how further ideas can be developed from the initial theme. There should be a branch on your mind map that shows how these ideas still link to the stimulus. 
4. Decide on one idea. Outline the idea using the following questions 
· What is my idea for performance? 
- Which practitioner will you use? 
· What is the potential plot and characters? 
- What style and form will you adopt? 
5. Produce 1 page of research about the performance idea you have decided upon. This should be annotated with how this links to the stimulus and your ideas 


See you in September! 
Miss Stearman  
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