St Mary’s Catholic School
Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Science

Year Group: Year 12 (Physics)

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Term 1 half term 2 (October to December)

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Students are taught the following topics ‘Particles and Radiation’, ‘Waves’ and ‘Electricity’.
Students are taught the topics so that they can gain a full understanding of the core principles of Physics and enable them to achieve their full potential at A level.


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	Concepts Covered in KS4
Waves
Students should be able to:
· describe the difference between longitudinal and transverse waves.
· describe evidence that, for both ripples on a water surface and sound waves in air, it is the wave and not the water or air itself that travels.
· describe wave motion in terms of their amplitude, wavelength, frequency and period.
· identify amplitude and wavelength from given diagrams
· recall and apply this equation.
· describe a method to measure the speed of sound waves in air 
· describe a method to measure the speed of ripples on a water surface.
· give examples that illustrate the transfer of energy by electromagnetic waves.
· construct ray diagrams to illustrate the refraction of a wave at the boundary between two different media.
· use wave front diagrams to explain refraction in terms of the change of speed that happens when a wave travels from one medium to a different medium.
· draw conclusions from given data about the risks and consequences of exposure to radiation.
· give brief explanations why each type of electromagnetic wave is suitable for the practical application.
.
Atomic Structure
Students should be able to:
· relate differences between isotopes to differences in conventional representations of their identities, charges and masses. 
· describe:
· why the new evidence from the scattering experiment led to a change in the atomic model
· the difference between the plum pudding model of the atom and the nuclear model of the atom.
· use the names and symbols of common nuclei and particles to write balanced equations that show single alpha (α) and beta (β) decay. This is limited to balancing the atomic numbers and mass numbers. The identification of daughter elements from such decays is not required.

Electricity
Students should be able to:
· draw and interpret circuit diagrams.
· recall and apply the equation Q=It.
· recall and apply the equation V=IR
· use circuit diagrams to set up and check appropriate circuits to investigate the factors affecting the resistance of electrical circuits. This should include:
· the length of a wire at constant temperature
· combinations of resistors in series and parallel.
· explain that, for some resistors, the value of R remains constant but that in others it can change as the current changes.
· explain the design and use of a circuit to measure the resistance of a component by measuring the current through, and potential difference across, the component
· draw an appropriate circuit diagram using correct circuit symbols.
· use graphs to explore whether circuit elements are linear or non-linear and relate the curves produced to their function and properties.
· use circuit diagrams to construct appropriate circuits to investigate the I–V characteristics of a variety of circuit elements, including a filament lamp, a diode and a resistor at constant temperature.
· use circuit diagrams to construct and check series and parallel circuits that include a variety of common circuit components
· describe the difference between series and parallel circuits
· explain qualitatively why adding resistors in series increases the total resistance whilst adding resistors in parallel decreases the total resistance
· explain the design and use of dc series circuits for measurement and testing purposes
· calculate the currents, potential differences and resistances in dc series circuits
· solve problems for circuits which include resistors in series using the concept of equivalent resistance.
· explain the difference between direct and alternating potential difference.
· recall and apply bothequations: P = IV and P=I2R.
· explain:
· that a live wire may be dangerous even when a switch in the mains circuit is open
· the dangers of providing any connection between the live wire and earth.
· describe how different domestic appliances transfer energy from batteries or ac mains to the kinetic energy of electric motors or the energy of heating devices.
· explain how the power of a circuit device is related to:
· the potential difference across it and the current through it
· the energy transferred over a given time.
· describe, with examples, the relationship between the power ratings for domestic electrical appliances and the changes in stored energy when they are in use.


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Particles and Radiation

Rationale for studying this topic
This section introduces students both to the fundamental properties of matter, and to electromagnetic radiation and quantum phenomena. 

Rationale for timing of this topic
This topic is taught immediately after ‘Measurements and Errors’ to provide a new interest and knowledge dimension beyond GCSE. Through a study of these topics, students should become aware of the way ideas develop and evolve in physics. They should appreciate the importance of international collaboration in the development of new experiments and theories in this area of fundamental research.

Waves

Rationale for studying this topic
Waves are an extremely important part of physics. An understanding of waves is essential to understand a wide range of physical phenomena including light and the wave properties of matter including electrons and atoms.

Rationale for timing of this topic
Starting this topic at the start of Y12 allows GCSE studies of wave phenomena in Y11 to be extended through a development of knowledge of the characteristics, properties, and applications of travelling waves and stationary waves. It also supports the wave particle duality work in particles.

Electricity

Rationale for studying this topic
This section builds on and develops earlier study of electrical phenomena and applications from GCSE. It provides opportunities for the development of practical skills at an early stage in the course and lays the groundwork for later study of the many electrical applications that are important to society.

Rationale for timing of this topic
This is quite a practical topic so suits following the @measurements and Uncertainties’ topic. Electrical measurements and concepts then underpin other areas such as the generation and measurement of electric fields and the creation and understanding of magnetic fields. It is also fundamental to understanding capacitance.



	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Particles and Radiation
Students need to know:
· Simple model of the atom, including the proton, neutron and electron. Charge and mass of the proton, neutron and electron in SI units and relative units.
· The atomic mass unit (amu) is included in the A-level Nuclear physics section.
· Specific charge of the proton and the electron, and of nuclei and ions.
· Proton number Z, nucleon number A, nuclide notation.
· Students should be familiar with the ZXA notation.
· Meaning of isotopes and the use of isotopic data.
· The strong nuclear force; its role in keeping the nucleus stable; short-range attraction up to approximately 3 fm, very-short range repulsion closer than approximately 0.5 fm.
· Unstable nuclei; alpha and beta decay.
· Equations for alpha decay, β− decay including the need for the neutrino.
· The existence of the neutrino was hypothesised to account for conservation of energy in beta decay.
· For every type of particle, there is a corresponding antiparticle.
· Comparison of particle and antiparticle masses, charge and rest energy in MeV.
· Students should know that the positron, antiproton, antineutron and antineutrino are the antiparticles of the electron, proton, neutron and neutrino respectively.
· Photon model of electromagnetic radiation, the Planck constant.
· E = h f = hc/λ
· Knowledge of annihilation and pair production and the energies involved.
· The use of E = mc2 is not required in calculations.
· Four fundamental interactions: gravity, electromagnetic, weak nuclear, strong nuclear. (The strong nuclear force may be referred to as the strong interaction.)
· The concept of exchange particles to explain forces between elementary particles.
· Knowledge of the gluon, Z0 and graviton will not be tested.
· The electromagnetic force; virtual photons as the exchange particle.
· The weak interaction limited to β−and β+ decay, electron
· capture and electron–proton collisions; W+ and W− as the exchange particles.
· Simple diagrams to represent the above reactions or interactions in terms of incoming and outgoing particles and exchange particles.
· Hadrons are subject to the strong interaction.
· The two classes of hadrons:
· baryons (proton, neutron) and antibaryons (antiproton and antineutron)
· mesons (pion, kaon).
· Baryon number as a quantum number.
· Conservation of baryon number.
· The proton is the only stable baryon into which other baryons eventually decay.
· The pion as the exchange particle of the strong nuclear force.
· The kaon as a particle that can decay into pions.
· Leptons: electron, muon, neutrino (electron and muon types only) and their antiparticles.
· Lepton number as a quantum number; conservation of lepton number for muon leptons and for electron leptons.
· The muon as a particle that decays into an electron.
· Strange particles
· Strange particles as particles that are produced through the strong interaction and decay through the weak interaction (eg kaons).
· Strangeness (symbol s) as a quantum number to reflect the fact that strange particles are always created in pairs.
· Conservation of strangeness in strong interactions.
· Strangeness can change by 0, +1 or -1 in weak interactions.
· Appreciation that particle physics relies on the collaborative efforts of large teams of scientists and engineers to validate new knowledge.

Anticipated Gaps
· Students are unfamiliar with particles other than protons, neutrons and electrons.
· The new knowledge is imparted slowly with repetition and recap to consolidate learning.
· Pre-reading material is provided and topics are linked to a class book containing summaries and example questions directly support the taught content, as do homework booklets.
· Questions set have been chosen to support the student’s knowledge in these critical areas.
· Independent study booklets have been produced and will be used to support an afterschool intervention session for all Y12 students or for use in independent study time.


Waves
Students need to know:
· Oscillation of the particles of the medium;
· amplitude, frequency, wavelength, speed, phase, phase difference, c = f λ, f = 1/T
· Phase difference may be measured as angles (radians and degrees) or as fractions of a cycle.
· Nature of longitudinal and transverse waves.
· Examples to include: sound, electromagnetic waves, and waves on a string.
· Students will be expected to know the direction of displacement of particles/fields relative to the direction of energy propagation and that all electromagnetic waves travel at the same speed in a vacuum.
· Polarisation as evidence for the nature of transverse waves.
· Applications of polarisers to include Polaroid material and
· the alignment of aerials for transmission and reception.
· Malus’s law will not be expected.
· Stationary waves.
· Nodes and antinodes on strings.
· The formation of stationary waves by two waves of the same frequency travelling in opposite directions.
· A graphical explanation of formation of stationary waves will be expected.
· Stationary waves formed on a string and those produced with microwaves and sound waves should be considered.
· Stationary waves on strings will be described in terms of harmonics. The terms fundamental (for first harmonic) and overtone will not be used.
· Required practical 1: Investigation into the variation of the frequency of stationary waves on a string with length, tension and mass per unit length of the string.
· Path difference. Coherence.
· Interference and diffraction using a laser as a source of monochromatic light.
· Young’s double-slit experiment: the use of two coherent sources or the use of a single source with double slits to produce an interference pattern.
· Fringe spacing, w = λD/s
· Production of interference pattern using white light.
· Students are expected to show awareness of safety issues associated with using lasers.
· Students will not be required to describe how a laser works.
· Students will be expected to describe and explain interference produced with sound and electromagnetic waves.
· Appreciation of how knowledge and understanding of nature of electromagnetic radiation has changed over time.
· Required practical 2: Investigation of interference effects to include the Young’s slit experiment and interference by a diffraction grating.

Anticipated Gaps
· Students are unfamiliar with the concept of phase and measurement in radians.
· The use of radians as an angular measurement is taught directly as a supplement to the AQA sylabus.
· This topic is introduced slowly with the use of models and videos to assist understanding. It is recapped and revisited throughout the waves topic.
· Superposition is also a new topic. Models and simulations are used to assist learning. Required practicals also help demonstrate wave properties in action to facilitate understanding and learning.
· Pre-reading material is provided and topics are linked to a class book containing summaries and example questions directly support the taught content, as do homework booklets.
· Questions set have been chosen to support the student’s knowledge in these critical areas.
· Independent study booklets have been produced and will be used to support an afterschool intervention session for all Y12 students or for use in independent study time.

Electricity
Students need to know:
[image: ]
Anticipated Gaps
· Apart from the abstract nature of the concepts involved, it is possible that students have developed misunderstandings about electricity from everyday experience. 
· For example, students might think that the current is ‘used up’ by the components in a circuit
· The best way to challenge these misunderstandings is to provide evidence to the contrary by showing that ammeter readings are the same on either side of a lamp etc.
· Some students may also find it difficult to distinguish between voltage and current, or between current and energy.
· For some students, it is also difficult to relate neat, deceptively simple circuit diagrams to the array of wires and components that make up some of the circuits that they will work with. Students may find it difficult to pick out the important detail so thorough explanation of the circuit is needed with questioning of the students asking them to explain what is connected where, whether it is connected in series or in parallel, and so on.
· Lots of examples from exam questions and wider practical examples are used as it is such a key topic.
· Pre-reading material is provided and topics are linked to a class book containing summaries and example questions directly support the taught content, as do homework booklets.
· Questions set have been chosen to support the student’s knowledge in these critical areas.
· Independent study booklets have been produced and will be used to support an afterschool intervention session for all Y12 students or for use in independent study time.



	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	
Particles and Radiation
· Alpha Decay: The process of an unstable nucleus emitting an alpha particle (two protons and two neutrons) to become more stable.
· AnnihilationT: he process of a particle and its antiparticle colliding and being converted into energy. The energy is released in two photons to conserve momentum.
· AntiparticleA: ll particles have a corresponding antiparticle with the same mass but opposite charge and conservation numbers.
· Baryon NumberA: quantum number that is conserved in all particle interactions.
· Baryons have a baryon number of +1 and non-baryons have a baryon number of 0.
· Baryon: A class of hadron, that is made up of three quarks. The proton is the only stable baryon.
· Beta-Minus Decay : The process of a neutron inside a nucleus turning into a proton, and emitting a beta-minus particle (an electron) and a antineutrino.
· Beta-Plus Decay: T he process of a proton inside a nucleus turning into a neutron, and emitting a beta-plus particle (a positron) and a neutrino.
· Electron DiffractionT: he spreading of electrons as they pass through a gap similar to the magnitude of their de Broglie wavelength. It is evidence of the wave-like properties of particles.
· Electron-volt (eV): The work done to accelerate an electron through a potential difference of 1V. 1eV is equal to the charge of an electron (E=qv).
· Energy Levels: Defined and distinct energies at which electrons can exist in an atom. An electron cannot exist between energy levels.
· Excitation: The process of an electron taking in exactly the right quantity of energy to move to a higher energy level.
· Gauge Boson: The exchange particles that transmit the four fundamental interactions between particles.
· Ground State: The most stable energy level that an electron can exist in.
· Hadrons: A class of subatomic particle that experiences the strong nuclear interaction.
· Ionisation: The process of an atom losing an orbital electron and becoming charged.
· Isotope: Same number of protons but different numbers of neutrons.
· Isotopic Data: Data from isotopes that can be used for a purpose, such as carbon dating.
· Kaon: A type of meson that decays into pions.
· Lepton Number: A quantum number that is conserved in all particle interactions.
· Both electron lepton numbers and muon lepton numbers must be conserved.
· Lepton: A group of elementary subatomic particles, consisting of electrons, muons and neutrinos.
· Meson: A class of hadron that is made up of a quark and antiquark pair.
· Muon: A type of lepton that decays into electrons.
· Neutrino: A subatomic particle whose existence was hypothesised to maintain the conservation of energy in beta decay.
· Nucleon Number (A): The sum of the number of protons and neutrons in a given nucleus.
· Nucleon: A proton or neutron.
· Pair Production: The process of a sufficiently high-energy photon converting into a particle and its corresponding antiparticle. To conserve momentum, this usually occurs near a nucleus.
· Photon: A packet of energy.
· Pion: A type of meson and the exchange particle for the strong nuclear force.
· Positron: A positively charged particle that is the antiparticle of an electron.
· Proton Number (Z): The number of protons present in the nucleus of a given element.
· Stopping Potential: The minimum potential difference required to stop the highest kinetic energy electrons from leaving the metal plate in the photoelectric effect.
· Strange Particles: Particles that are produced through the strong interaction but decay through the weak interaction.
· Strangeness: A quantum number that is conserved in strong interactions but not in weak interactions. This reflects that strange particles are always produced in pairs.
· Strong Nuclear Force: A force that acts between nucleons in a nucleus to keep it stable. It is attractive at distances of up to 3fm and repulsive at separations less than 0.5fm.
· Threshold Frequency: The minimum frequency of photons required for photoelectrons to be emitted from the surface of a metal plate through the photoelectric effect. It is equal to the metal’s work function divided by Planck’s constant.
· Work Function: The minimum energy required to remove an electron from a metal’s surface.

Waves
· Amplitude: A wave’s maximum displacement from its equilibrium position.
· Antinode: A position of maximum displacement in a stationary wave.
· Cladding: A protective layer on an optical fibre to improve the tensile strength of the fibre, prevent scratching and to prevent signal transfer between adjacent fibres.
· Coherence: Waves are coherent if they have the same wavelength and frequency, as well as there being a fixed phase difference between them.
· Diffraction Grating: A grating with hundreds of slits per millimetre, that results in sharper interference patterns. They are used to calculate atomic spacing and to analyse elements.
· Diffraction: The spreading of waves as they pass through a gap of a similar magnitude to their wavelength.
· Electromagnetic Waves: Waves that consist of perpendicular electric and magnetic oscillations.
· Frequency: The number of waves that pass a point in a unit time period. It is the inverse of the time period.
· Fringe Spacing: The distance between two adjacent bright fringes or two adjacent dark fringes.
· Interference: The name given to the superposition of waves that occurs when two waves meet. If the waves are in phase they will constructively interfere, but if they are out of phase, they will destructively interfere.
· Laser: A light source that produces a collimated and coherent beam.
· Longitudinal Wave: A wave with oscillations that are parallel to the direction of energy propagation. Sound waves are an example of a longitudinal wave.
· Material Dispersion: Waves of different wavelengths travel at slightly different speeds through an optical fibre and so reach the end of the fibre at slightly different times, causing pulse broadening. The use of monochromatic light fixes this.
· Modal Dispersion: Waves enter an optical fibre at slightly different angles, meaning the distance each beam has to travel is slightly different. This leads to the beams reaching the end at different times and so causes pulse broadening.
· Node: A position of minimum displacement in a stationary wave.
· Optical Fibre: A thin glass fibre through which signals are passed through.
· Optical fibres usually have cladding surrounding them.
· Path Difference: A measure of how far ahead a wave is compared to another wave, usually expressed in terms of the wavelength.
· Phase Difference: The difference in phase between two points on a wave. It is usually expressed in radians.
· Phase: A measure of how far through the wave’s cycle a given point on the wave is.
· Polarisation: The restriction of a wave so that it can only oscillate in a single plane. This can only occur for transverse waves.
· Pulse Broadening: The elongation of a signal passed down an optical fibre, commonly due to modal or material dispersion.
· Refractive Index: A material property that is equal to the ratio between the speed of light in a vacuum, and the speed of light in a given material.
· Snell’s Law: A law linking a wave’s angle of incidence to its angle of refraction, with the use of the refractive indexes of the mediums involved.
· Speed: The product of a wave’s frequency and wavelength.
· Stationary Wave: A wave that stores, but does not transfer, energy.
· Total Internal Reflection: An effect that occurs in optical fibres, where full reflection occurs at the inside boundary of the fibre, meaning no radiation passes out.
· Transverse Wave: A wave with oscillations that are perpendicular to the direction of energy propagation. Electromagnetic waves are examples of transverse waves.
· Wavelength: The distance between two identical positions on two adjacent waves. It is commonly measured from peak to peak or trough to trough.
· Young’s Double-Slit Experiment: An experiment that demonstrates the diffraction of light by passing monochromatic light across two narrow slits and observing the resulting pattern of bright and dark fringes.

Electricity
· Ammeter: A device that measures the current in the loop of the circuit that it is connected in series with. An ideal ammeter is modelled to have zero resistance.
· Current: The rate of flow of charge in a circuit.
· Electromotive Force: The amount of energy transferred by a source, to each unit
of charge that passes through it.
· Internal Resistance: The resistance to the flow of charge within a source. Internal resistance results in energy being dissipated within the source.
· Light Dependent Resistor: A light sensitive semiconductor whose resistance increases when light intensity decreases.
· Ohmic Conductor: A conductor for which the current flow is directly proportional to the potential difference across it, when under constant physical conditions.
· Ohm’s Law: The current and potential difference through an ohmic conductor held under constant physical conditions are directly proportional, with the constant of proportionality being resistance.
· Parallel Circuits: Components are said to be connected in parallel when they are connected across each other (separate loops).
· Potential Divider: A method of splitting a potential difference, by connecting two resistors in series. The total potential difference is split in the ratio of their resistances.
· Resistance: A measure of how difficult it is for current to flow through a material.
· Resistivity: A quantity that is proportional to an object’s resistance and cross-sectional area, and inversely proportional to the object’s length.
· Resistors in Parallel: The potential difference across resistors connected in parallel is identical for each resistor. The current is split between the resistors. The total resistance is equal to the inverse of the sum of the inverses of the resistances of the resistors.
· Resistors in Series: The current through resistors connected in series is identical for each resistor. The potential difference is split in the ratio of their resistances. The total resistance is equal to the sum of the resistances of the resistors.
· Series Circuits: Components are said to be connected in series when they are connected end to end (in one loop).
· Superconductor: A material which has zero resistivity when the temperature is decreased to, or below, the material’s critical temperature. Superconductors can be used to produce strong magnetic fields and reduce energy loss when transmitting electric power.
· Terminal Potential Difference: The potential difference across the terminals of a power source. It is equal to the source’s emf minus any voltage drop over the source’s internal resistance.
· Thermistor: A temperature sensitive semiconductor whose resistance increases when temperature decreases.
· Voltmeter: A device used to measure the potential difference across components. An ideal voltmeter is modelled to have infinite resistance.


	Plan for Assessment 

	All A level assessments are constructed using real exam styles questions, from the latest specification. Papers include a variety of assessment objectives and styles of questions. Initially assessments will cover fewer types of questions due to the smaller amount content covered. However, in Year 13 and in mock exams all assessment objectives and question styles are covered. Students will sit end of topic assessments in class; however mocks will be based on the realistic times and demands of the exams. Students will also be assessed on homework, class work and independent work as well.






image1.emf

