
4.4.4.1 Section A: Identifying & investigating design possibilities (10 marks)
By analysing the contextual challenge students will identify design possibilities, investigate client needs and wants 

and factors including economic and social challenges. Students should also use the work of others (past and/or 

present) to help them form ideas. Research should be concise and relate to their contextual challenge. Students are 

also advised to use a range of research techniques (primary/secondary) in order to draw accurate conclusions. 

Students should be

encouraged to investigate throughout their project to help inform decisions.



Student guide - Investigating the work of others – Secondary Existing Product Analysis

Introduction- Have you:

• Fully explained and justified why you are completing 

product analysis as part of your research.

Key vocabulary:

• Product analysis – Examine a product in detail to try and study how well it does its intended job.

• Product evaluation Evaluating the suitability and safety of the product for use by consumers.

Secondary Existing Product Analysis:

• Included at least 4-6 different products that are 

interesting and varied.

• Included at least one image and explained why you have 

selected each product and how it links to your chosen 

context.

• Analysed in detail the product discussing all areas of 

ACCESSFMM and also included additional relevant 

analysis (e.g. ergonomics, maintenance and life span) 

• Discussed in detail your likes, dislikes and any successes 

or failures of the product. 

• Have you written in detailed and justified sentences 

throughout using subject specific vocabulary e.g. The 
product uses HDPE which can be easily mass produced, low in cost 
and has good performance in outdoor conditions. 

Summary- Have you:

• Summary of key findings from this page, how you could 

use this in your own design work, and what do you need 

to do next. 

Possible extra ideas for inclusion:

• Collect client feedback and opinions about your chosen 
products e.g. my client likes to aesthetics / theme of the night light, 
the shapes reflect the simplistic and geometric style of her home. She 
thinks the pop of blue against the metallic colours helps to bring 
interest.

• Add an evaluation. This should explain your key learning from 
this task and how it will influence your project e.g. By looking at 
products for outdoor living I realise that is a gap in the market for 
products aimed at those with learning and physical difficulties, the 
products which I have analyses would only partially be suitable for this 
demographics and I found it hard to locate products for this group in 
society. I also learned that outdoor products with an aesthetic quality 
can charge a significantly higher price as people desire products which 
looks luxurious and are willing to pay a premium for this.



Student guide - Investigating the work of others– Primary Product Analysis

Introduction- Have you:

• Fully explained and justified why you are completing 

product analysis as part of your research.

Primary Existing Product Analysis – you should:

• Select a product which is currently on the market to 

address the problem you have identified or links to it in 

some way. Add a sentence to your introduction explaining 

what the product is and why you have selected it.

• Take photos of you interacting with the product for its 

intended function and add notes and annotations to 

explain your interactions and any strengths and 

weaknesses next to the relevant images on your page.

• Analyse in detail the product discussing all areas of 

ACCESSFMM and also included additional relevant 

analysis (e.g. ergonomics, maintenance and life span) 

• Discuss in detail your likes, dislikes and any successes or 

failures of the product. 

• Ensure you write detailed and justified sentences 

throughout using subject specific vocabulary e.g. The 
product uses HDPE which can be easily mass produced, low in cost 
and has good performance in outdoor conditions. 

* Complete these tasks before starting the page.

Summary- Have you:

• Summary of key findings from this page, how you could 

use this in your own design work, and what do you need 

to do next. 

Possible extra ideas for inclusion:

• Collect client feedback and opinions about your chosen 
products (see secondary analysis slide for an example).

• Add an evaluation. This should explain your key learning from 
this task and how it will influence your project (see secondary 
analysis slide for an example). 

• Sketch some possible improvements to the product you 
analysed. Small rough sketches would be sufficient with a 
short explanation. 

• To see the competition

• To see what is successful

• To find a gap in the market

• To see what do not work

• To understand materials and 

manufacturing techniques

• To give a price range 

• To identify the demographic / 

customer 

• To see how products function

• To be inspired 

• To understand safety

• To understand dimensions

Why do designers complete existing product analysis?



Investigating the work of others– Primary and Secondary Existing Product Analysis Examples
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Parent guide – Existing Product Analysis (Primary and Secondary)

Introduction to this page

This page is where students begin to complete research which 

can help them to find a direction in their project. Students 

should complete both secondary existing product analysis and 

primary product analysis (see second slide) to achieve the 

highest marks in this section.

Secondary existing product analysis is where students explore 

a product found online or in a book/catalogue etc. and primary 

analysis is where students explore a product in person to try 

and identify its strengths, weaknesses and where they can 

draw inspiration. Students should consider a range of issues 

across ACCESSFMM, ergonomics, maintenance and life span 

not just their likes and dislikes. 

The page should be very full with information and it is 

important this includes analysis and evaluation, not just factual 

information. When completing a primary analysis, students 

should take advantage of the extra considerations they are 

able to make from interacting with the product in person e.g. 

able to consider comfort and the weight in more detail. A good 

design later in the project will show that it has been inspired by 

these earlier research pages. 

How can you support your child at home?

Look over your child’s page, does it include the following 

information:

• 4-6 different products analysed in detail for their secondary 

product analysis (this is essential as at this point, they do not know 

what they are designing. If the context is Souvenirs they could 

analyse a recipe book, an item of clothing, an ornament etc.) and an 

additional product for primary product analysis.

• Detailed written annotation that considers at least all of 

ACCESSFMM for each product (it could also discuss 

ergonomics, maintenance and life span).

• Key vocabulary throughout e.g. students do not write that 

products are made from plastic but polypropylene.

• Have they discussed aspects of the product(s) that inspire 

them or could be useful for their client.

Read over their work and discuss what they have written, could 

you help them to add more analysis and evaluation to their 

work? Could you discuss ideas of how aspects of the products 

they have analysed could be suitable for their client?

Could you encourage them to add in the extra ideas for 

inclusion (in green) to help them gain more marks.

ACCESSFMM stands for Aesthetics, Cost, Customer, Environment, Size, Safety, Function, Materials, Manufacture.



Student guide - Investigating the work of others– Task Analysis

Introduction- Have you:

• Fully explained and justified why you are completing 

task analysis as part of your research.

Key vocabulary:

Task analysis – A way of recording, observing and analysing how your client or yourself currently use a product or 

complete a task this is where the problem has been identified from e.g. how do they work at their desk, how do they feed 

their dog, how do they light a room at night.

Task Analysis – you should:

• Use your client interview and the problems identified as a 

starting point. Choose a product you can observe your 

client with or complete yourself.

• Take photos of you/ your client interacting with the 

product and record all the positives and any faults you 

can see (try to photograph these). Keep notes as you do 

this (try to consider both positives and negatives).

• Explain in detail what you observed during each part of 

the interaction, try to consider both positives and 

negatives, and ensure you record any issues you could 

address in your own design work.

• Have you written in detailed and justified sentences 
throughout using subject specific vocabulary.

Summary- Have you:

• Summary of key findings from this page, how you could 

use this in your own design work, and what do you need 

to do next. 

Possible extra ideas for inclusion:

• Sketch some possible improvements to the product you 

analysed. Small rough sketches would be sufficient with a 

short explanation. 

Add an initial written design brief 
You could briefly consider the following:

• Who are you designing a product for and/or who would use 

the product?

• What functions might your product have or what problems or 

challenges could you product address? 

• When will you product be used? 

• Where will your product be used and stored?

• Why will you client need your product, how will it be useful?

• How much will your product cost (price range)? How will 

your product fit your client and how will it be used?

* Complete these tasks before starting the page.



Investigating the work of others– Task Analysis Examples



Parent guide – Task Analysis

Introduction to this page

This page is where students continue to complete research 

which can help them to find a direction in their project by 

completing a task analysis. A task analysis is a way of 

recording, observing and analysing how their client or they 

currently complete a task to identify any potential problems e.g. 

how do they work at their desk, how do they feed their dog, 

how do they light a room at night. Completing this task will help 

students to identify any products that promote effective 

completion of the task and any issues that occur, either 

because of errors with the existing products or due to no 

product existing to resolve the identified issue.

The page should be a combination of images and written 

explanation of what they can see. It is important they have 

analysed and evaluated this information, not just written what 

they see. 

A good design later in the project will show that it has been 

inspired by these earlier research pages. 

How can you support your child at home?

Look over your child’s page, does it include the following 

information:

• Photos of all of stages of testing the function of the product.

• Detailed written annotation that considers the positive and 

negative observations at each stage – have they missed any 

interactions you can see?

• Key vocabulary throughout e.g. student do not write that 

products are made from plastic but polypropylene.

• Have they discussed aspects of the product(s) that inspire 

them or could be useful for their client, and considered how 

these could be used in their own designs.

Read over their work and discuss what they have written, could 

you help them to add more analysis and evaluation to their work 

rather than just descriptions of what is happening? Could you 

discuss ideas of how aspects of the products they have 

analysed could be developed to be more suitable for their 

client?

Could you encourage them to add in the extra ideas for 

inclusion (in green) to help them gain more marks.


