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Year Group: 13 (NOCN)
This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: 1 (September to February half-term)
	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Students will study the following units of work during achievement period 1:
Religion in the Media
Ethical issues (part 2)
Faith in Action

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The study of world religions, with a significant emphasis on Catholic Christianity, provides a sound foundation for studying these topics at Key Stage 5. However, students who have not studied RE at St Mary’s at Key Stage 3 and 4 will not be disadvantaged.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
The unit of work on religion in the media enables students to consider issues surrounding the role of media (including social media) and celebrities in religious debate. As users of social (and other) media, it is important for students to explore questions concerning its appropriate use. In addition, they should be given the opportunity to develop the ability to critically analyse the use of the media by celebrities and well known figures such as Richard Dawkins. The unit of work on ethical issues covers important topics about which students should develop an informed opinion: fertility treatment and organ donation. Finally, the faith in action unit enables students to appreciate the impact of faith on the lives of believers, whilst also engaging in valuable work to support a charity of their choice. 
Rationale for timing of these topics
The Year 13 course commences with topics highly relevant to students’ lives (media/ social media), thereby encouraging students to engage in discussions in lessons right from the beginning of the year. The ethical issues unit enables students to apply the ethical theories studied in Year 12 to further issues of importance. The unit of work on faith in action provides the opportunity for students to build on their knowledge of the lived experience of religious believers from Year 12 by focussing more specifically on the work of religious charities.  

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· To understand the issues surrounding the Irish Abortion Vote, including the role of the media in the debate.
· To explore the issues and arguments surrounding the Catholic Fashion Event (2018).
· To understand the arguments concerning Danny Boyle’s ‘Alternativity’.
· To explore the role of the media in religious conflict.
· To explore the role of religion in the lives of celebrities, and their responsibilities concerning the presentation of their faith.
· To understand the motivations of Richard Dawkins, and consider the impact of Dawkins’ views on religious people.
· To know the distinction between absolutism and relativism in ethics.
· To appreciate why medicine needs ethics​, and to know how medical ethics relate to Covid 19​.
· To know and understand what fertility treatment is, and explore different perspectives on the ethical questions raised by fertility treatment.
· To explore the ethics surrounding saviour siblings.
· To understand the debate concerning opting in or out of organ donation.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission, referendum,  Liturgical vestments, opulence, terrorism, security services, domestic extremism, BAME, Islamophobia, absolutism, relativism, medical ethics, vaccination, immunity, anti- vaxxers, herd immunity, mutation, artificial insemination, in-vitro fertilisation, saviour sibling, organ donation. 


	Plan for Assessment 

	· Students complete journals periodically throughout the achievement period in order to reflect on their learning and evaluate different views they have explored. Teachers mark the journals, providing positive feedback and at least one area for improvement.
· In half term 3, students will create a 500 word piece of writing on a religious charity they have chosen to support. This writing is to include: why the charity was chosen, how they promoted it, and the success or difficulty of the charity work. Teachers mark the work, providing positive feedback and at least one area for improvement.
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