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Year Group: 12 (NOCN)
This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: 2 (February half-term to July)
	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Students will study the following units of work during achievement period 2:
· Religious commitment
· Ethical Issues (part 1)
· Influential writers


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The study of world religions, with a significant emphasis on Catholic Christianity, provides a sound foundation for studying these topics at Key Stage 5. However, students who have not studied RE at St Mary’s at Key Stage 3 and 4 will not be disadvantaged.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
The first unit of work for achievement period 2 enables students to appreciate the lived experience of religious believers, thereby equipping them to both explore their own beliefs and commitments, and to understand the impact of faith on others as they progress to university and/or the workplace. The ethical issues explored are of significant relevance to the lives of students now and/or in the future. Studying influential writers helps students to appreciate the impact of the theology, philosophy and ideas of key individuals on broader society. 
Rationale for timing of these topics
Students will be well equipped to study religious commitment in Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism having explored the key beliefs and teachings of these faiths during achievement period 1. They will also be able to draw on their knowledge of Christianity, Judaism and Islam from their studies at Key Stage 3 and 4. The study of the ethics of euthanasia and abortion is best conducted during the second part of the year, as students will have had the opportunity to develop the trusting and mutually respectful relationships required to discuss these sensitive issues openly and appropriately. The work on influential writers requires a significant degree of independent research; students will be better prepared for this following several months of Sixth Form study. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· To understand the concept of pilgrimage, exploring different types of pilgrimage and places of pilgrimage.
· To explore religious commitment and the concept of vocations.
· To understand how religious commitment is expressed in Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism.
· To explore Business Ethics, including issues such as food miles, packaging and treatment of the work force.
· To know the law and ethical issues surrounding euthanasia.
· To know the law and ethical issues associated with Abortion 
· To explore the work of influential writers, including Nietzsche, Martin Luther, Anne Frank and Mala Yousafi, considering their impact.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	pilgrim, vocation, business ethics, euthanasia: passive and active, voluntary, involuntary and non-voluntary, assisted dying, viability. 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Students complete journals periodically throughout the assessment period in order to reflect on their learning and evaluate different views they have explored. Teachers mark the journals, providing positive feedback and at least one area for improvement.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will also prepare and deliver a presentation about an influential writer. Teachers will assess both content and presentation skills.  
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