[image: ]St Mary’s Catholic School
Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Religious Education

Year Group: 12 (NOCN)
This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: 1 (September to February half-term)
	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Students will study the following units of work during achievement period 1:
· Religion and effects on society
· [bookmark: _GoBack]World religions 
· Life after death


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The study of world religions, with a significant emphasis on Catholic Christianity, provides a sound foundation for studying these topics at Key Stage 5. However, students who have not studied RE at St Mary’s at Key Stage 3 and 4 will not be disadvantaged.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
It is important that students understand the importance of religious belief and practice in the modern world, and are given the opportunity to explore philosophical and ethical issues at a level beyond GCSE so that they can develop mature and informed opinions about issues that will or might have a direct impact on their lives (both now and in the future). Following their Sixth Form studies at St Mary’s, students will enter further studies and/or the work place in a multi-faith and multi-cultural society; therefore, it is important that they have a sound knowledge and understanding of the major world religions, and have the opportunity to discuss any misconceptions they may hold about religious belief. 
Rationale for timing of these topics
NOCN Religious Education forms part of students’ core Sixth Form curriculum at St Mary’s. As such, it is important to begin Year 12 with an exploration of the importance of Religious Education, followed by recent theological movements which address issues relevant to the lives of young people today. In addition, the study of Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism in this first achievement period provides students with the opportunity to explore these three religions in greater depth than time allows Key Stage 3.

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· To understand what NOCN is, what skills will be required for the course, and why the course is useful.
· To know how to debate well
· To explore the reasons why Religious Education is studied in schools
· To understand the concept of spirituality 
· To know about New Religious Movements, Liberation Theology  and Feminist Theology 
· To explore Black Theology and the Black Lives Matter movement
· To understand the beliefs held by Humanists and other atheists
· To know the key beliefs, teachings and practices of Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism, including a consideration of the impact of faith on the lives of believers today
· To explore and evaluate a variety of beliefs about life after death, including dualism, monism and materialism, Christian teachings and modern interpretations of the concept of resurrection, Hindu teachings concerning reincarnation and Buddhist teachings about rebirth.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Local Agreed Syllabus, Curriculum Directory, SACRE, Feminist, Liberation and Black Theology, secularism, atheism, humanism, antithesim, totalitarianism, 5Ks of Sikhism, gurdwara, langar, Sat Nam, Akal Purakh, Waheguru, Brahman, mandir, puja, arti, yogasana, dharma, karma, reincarnation, samsara, asceticism, enlightenment, deva, renunciation, Buddha , meditation, dualism, monism, materialism, immortality of the soul, resurrection, rebirth, anatman, nirvana, 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Students complete journals periodically throughout the assessment period in order to reflect on their learning and evaluate different views they have explored. Teachers mark the journals, providing positive feedback and at least one area for improvement.
· Students will also prepare and deliver a presentation about life after death. Teachers will assess both content and presentation skills.  
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