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Department: PSYCHOLOGY 

Year Group: 13 PSYCHOLOGY 
This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: AUTUMN TERM (SEPT-DEC)  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will begin their study of Paper 3 topics this term as well as complete the topic of Memory from Paper 1
· Students will complete the study of Schizophrenia, Addiction and Issues & Debates (in this order with VB after finalising their study of Attachment which was not fully completed in Year 12)  and the study of Memory and Cognition and Development  (in this order with LK)
· During the latter part of the Autumn term students will spend lessons preparing for mock examinations, which will assess their knowledge and understanding across all three Psychology papers 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· At this stage in the A level course students will have fundamental knowledge of the key psychological approaches, and how they can be used to explain mental health disorders, having studied them in Year 12, and applied them to phobias, OCD and depression through the topic of Psychopathology from Paper 1 
· Students will have knowledge of a range of fields within psychology which they can draw upon to produce extended writing with regards to Issues & Debates, which requires students to show synoptic knowledge 
· Students will have earlier assessments and feedback to refer back to so they can focus their revision on areas of the course they need to improve on, and review how they approach examination questions  

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Students have to study Issues & Debates (it is a compulsory component of Paper 3) and Memory (it is a compulsory component of Paper 1), however Schizophrenia, Addiction and Cognition and Development have been selected from a range of options within in the specification due to the expertise staff within the department have with regards to these subjects, and their links with Psychopathology and Attachment (compulsory topics from Paper 1 taught in Year 12) 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Students have studied the key approaches needed and acquired the evaluative skills needed to assess the causes of Schizophrenia and Addiction, as well as treatment options, whilst also having sufficient examples to apply to Issues & Debates; teaching these topics earlier would leave students lacking in these key skills. Students have a sound understanding of how attachments form and their impact on cognitive development which they can draw upon in their study of Cognition and Development. Their knowledge of the cognitive approach from Year 12 will give students confidence in tackling the topic of Memory which draws upon this approach. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Teachers will ensure students are given weekly reading to help them prepare for upcoming lessons and introduce them to key terminology/research relevant to the explanation and treatment of Schizophrenia and Addiction, as well as key psychological debates/issues, models of Memory and theories of Cognition and Development
· Teachers will use starter and plenary activities to formally assess knowledge acquired from weekly reading to check students’ understanding (these activities will be differentiated to meet the needs of mixed ability groups) 
· Exemplar examination answers and teacher modelling of how to use key terminology will be used as part lessons to demonstrate how to apply knowledge effectively
· Teachers will scaffold how to apply prior knowledge to Issues & Debates in lessons, gradually reducing this level of support as students acquire more knowledge of the issues/debates 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Diagnostic tools/criteria, positive/negative symptoms, the dopamine hypothesis, double bind theory, family dysfunction, token economy, typical/atypical drugs, diathesis-stress, dependence (psychological/physiological), tolerance, withdrawal, cue reactivity, cognitive bias, aversion therapy,  reductionism, holism, idiographic, nomothetic, determinism, free will, socially sensitive, androcentrism, alpha bias, beta bias, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism , the multi store model of memory, working memory, encoding, capacity, duration, forgetting, interference, context and state dependent forgetting, eye witness testimony, arousal, the cognitive interview, scaffolding, autism, motor neurons, egocentrism, levels of perspective taking, ZPD, conservation, class inclusion, stages of cognitive development

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussions, peer assessment and starters/plenaries
· Written teacher feedback in  the marking of essays and examination style responses, (completed at home and as part of end of topic assessments), making reference to AQA assessment descriptors (A01-A03) 
· At the end of each topic a 1-hour assessment will take place, in class, but under examination conditions to assess knowledge and understanding 
· December mock examinations will assess students’ knowledge and understanding across all three Papers, as TERM 2 and 3 will be used for revision so these mocks will identify areas of the course which need reviewed
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