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Department: PSYCHOLOGY 

Year Group: 12 PSYCHOLOGY 
This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: AUTUMN TERM (SEPT-DEC)  
	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will complete the study of Biopsychology and begin their study of research methods  (Paper 2) – biopsychology taught first, followed by research methods in VB’s lessons
· Students will complete the study of Social Influence and Attachment (Paper 1) – social influence taught first, followed by attachment in RB’s lessons 
· During the latter part of the Autumn term students will spend lessons focusing on examination technique

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· At this stage in the A level course students will have limited, if any, knowledge of  key psychological approaches, but will have knowledge from GCSE biology and GCSE mathematics which they can draw upon in the study of Biopsychology, research methods, OCD (part of Psychopathology)  and Bowlby’s theory (part of Attachment) 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Students have to study several compulsory topics across the course and the topics studied in this term are all compulsory topics, but have been selected first for the reasons below: 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Students have not studied psychology before and by beginning with biopsychology and research methods the department are highlighting the scientific nature of this subject, drawing on their science and mathematical knowledge from KS4, and introducing themes which run throughout the course; they are necessary to grasp prior to exploring other topics. Social Influence is an engaging topic and is one of the less challenging topics to apply introductory knowledge to. It also introduces students to three key research methods which students will have to apply to more challenging topics within the course. The topic of attachment builds upon knowledge of research methods, so students have an opportunity to apply their new knowledge to a second topic

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Teachers will ensure students are given weekly reading to help them prepare for upcoming lessons and introduce them to key terminology/research in biopsychology, social influence, attachment, and research methods 
· Teachers will use starter and plenary activities to formally assess knowledge acquired from weekly reading to check students’ understanding (these activities will be differentiated to meet the needs of mixed ability groups) 
· Exemplar examination answers and teacher modelling of how to use key terminology will be used as part of lessons to demonstrate how to apply knowledge effectively
· Teachers will enable students to understand how the human body affects behaviour, how we can explain conformity and obedience, how we can investigate attachments and their effect on relationships, as well as how psychologists investigate behaviour, through class workbooklets which introduce key theories and research, whilst scaffolding how to apply this knowledge effectively, including the importance of writing scientifically and the use of psychological terminology 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Fight or flight, lateralisation, localisation,  split brain, plasticity, fMRI, PET scan, CT scan, EEG, ERP, circadian/ultradian/infradion rhythms, exogenous pacemakers, endogenous zeitgebers, obedience, conformity, social roles, ISI, NSI, compliance, internalisation, majority and minority social influence, social change, snowball effect, maternal deprivation, critical period, monotropy, internal working model, interactional synchrony, caregiverese, privation, institutionalisation, continuity hypothesis, insecure resistant, insecure avoidant, secure, the Strange Situation, validity, reliability, experiments, observations, self-reports, case studies, aims, hypotheses, objectivity, paradigms, theory construction, empiricism

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussions, peer assessment and starters/plenaries
· Written teacher feedback in  the marking of essays and examination style responses, (completed at home and as part of end of topic assessments), making reference to AQA assessment descriptors (A01-A03) 
· At the end of each topic a 1-hour assessment will take place, in class, but under examination conditions to assess knowledge and understanding 
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