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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students explore Holst’s “The Planets” to explore the connection between Music and Space and to provide a stimulus for creative composition work.  Pupils explore how Holst uses musical elements and features, including the use of an Ostinato, in “Mars”, before using these features to compose their own “Mars, The Bringer of War” programmatic pieces.  
· Students learn about the use and manipulation of dynamics including gradations of dynamics and the use of crescendo, performing a theme from “Jupiter” and listening to other movements from Holst’s suite.  
· Students learn how known musical styles, genres and traditions can develop into distinctive forms; to learn how to refine and/or combine conventional procedures to create new and coherent forms of musical expression that challenge and excite; to allow students to experience different roles in creating and performing an arrangement.

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Identified and used expressively the various elements of music – pitch, tempo, timbre, duration, dynamics, texture, attack and decay 
· Listened to a variety of programme music, particularly that describing “night” 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic

· Students need to learn how to describe music using the elements of music and how these can be manipulated effectively in order to successfully compose.
· The idea of composing to tell a story – for example about night or day is important. This notion of ‘programme music’ is explored in many of the units throughout Key Stage 3 and therefore it is important that students begin their musical Key Stage 3 studies with a thorough exploration of this notion.
· This unit of work develops communication and group work skills as well as developing confidence and performance skills and celebrating student talent and musicality.
· Student’s individual musical expression is developed through the notion of arranging well known pieces of music in a genre and style that particularly appeals to them.

Rationale for timing of this topic

· These projects build on all work students should have covered during the first year of Key Stage 3.  It presents an opportunity to extend ideas further and share previous experiences, it builds on the experiences students have had in relation to programme music, as well as developing their sense of rhythm and pulse and their use of keyboards and classroom percussion
· Students are required to describe in detail when listening to music how the composer or arranger has used the elements of music. Knowledge of the elements of music will be well embedded through music work throughout Year 7.

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
· Students are taught and afforded the opportunity the ability to express moods created by music through visual art, identifying orchestral instruments, re-cap and development of knowledge of the instruments of the orchestra may be required.
· Students build on group work skills and communication and may even take on the role of a conductor in leading a group performance of a repeated ostinato pattern including contrasting dynamics.
· Students are taught about programme music and facts about the composer Holst and The Planets
· Students are taught how to adapt and refine their own and others ideas to form a musically balanced composition incorporating most of the compositional features required by the composing brief, in both Planets and re-mix compositions.
· Students will be able to identify correctly words relating to tempo, dynamics and instrumentation when listening to different pieces of music. Revision of the elements of music and Italian terminology may be necessary in some cases.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· HOLST – Gustav Holst, English composer (1874-1934), composer of “The Planets”.  Holst was a music teacher at St. Paul’s Girls School in London.
· COMPOSER – someone who writes/makes up music
· OSTINATO – a repeated musical pattern; can be rhythmic or melodic or a combination of both
· CRESCENDO – a dynamic marking indicating to the performer to gradually get louder
· SUITE – a longer piece of music made up of several shorter pieces (movements) grouped together, often  with a similar theme
· MOOD – the feeling and atmosphere that a piece of music creates
· MOVEMENT – the name given to an individual piece of music which, when grouped together, forms a larger-scale work e.g. a Suite.  Each of the movements in a suite of music is normally different in some way, contrasted by elements such as pitch, tempo and dynamics.

	Plan for Assessment 

	
· Informal and formative assessment is ongoing in lessons as the teacher circulates during practical composition time. Students will also be informally assessed through classwork, homework and contributions to class discussion.
· Self and peer feedback will occur periodically throughout the unit after performances. Students follow the What Went Well and Even Better If system of offering feedback.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Formal assessment will occur when assessing student performances/composition/listening responses in relation to programme and re-mix music and this will be recorded on the department tracker – the teacher recording if the student is working towards, has met or exceeded the assessment criteria in the three learning strands of performing, composing and listening and appraising. 
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