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Year Group: 7

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Three

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	
· In this unit, pupils will develop an awareness of Chinese music in relation to its social, cultural and historical context.  This unit also has a sub-theme that investigates and extends previous work on the pentatonic scale.  Pupils are introduced to the sounds of Chinese music through the integrated activities of listening, performing and composing and learn about its origins and Chinese musical instruments.
· Pupils learn about the origins of Chinese music.  They are then introduced to Chinese musical instruments and learn about the similarities and differences between traditional Chinese instruments and Western instruments by listening to examples of solo and ensemble Chinese music and identifying the textures and timbres heard.  Simple graphic scores are introduced as a way of recording the order in which the sounds are structured.
· Pupils listen to examples of Chinese music identifying the textures and timbres heard and then compose their own example of a piece of Chinese music adding suitable sounds and, as an introduction to the pentatonic scale, only use the black notes of a tuned percussion instrument.

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Experimented with different scales and rhythm combinations during composition and played them on a range of pitched instruments, individually and together.
· Sung and listened to a range of songs that use different scales e.g. major, minor, pentatonic, modal.
· Worked with graphic scores and understand the relationship between sound and symbol.


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic

· This topic utilises and develops further the skills students have developed throughout their Year 7 study of music, such as the use of key vocabulary to describe music, successful group work skills and the use of tuned and un-tuned percussion.
· Students gain an awareness of and an appreciation of music from another culture.
· This unit develops student compositional skills using different scales, this will allow them to enhance their compositions as they continue through Key Stage 3.

Rationale for timing of this topic

· Students will build on the skills gained in this unit when they study the Music of India in Year 8.
· Students by now will have developed their skills of using specific vocabulary and terms to describe music, this is an important aspect of this unit of work.
· Strong group work and performance skills are required throughout this unit to perform music of another culture. These skills have also been developed in the previous two units of work.



	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Students will:
· Develop an understanding of the origin, use and construction of Chinese music. 
· Be able to recognise Chinese music as distinct from other types of world music.
· Be able to describe the various instruments used.  
· Gain confidence in improvising in groups and as a class 
· Use the black note pentatonic scale as a resource in composing.  
· Use graphic scores to record ideas effectively.
· Learn the enharmonic names for each one of the five black notes
· Learn about sharps and flats
· Use the five black notes to form a pentatonic scale and performing using this scale in groups and as a class
· Compose a piece of descriptive Chinese music in groups using the black note pentatonic scale for a melody combining this with other Chinese timbres.
· To use the elements of structure and contrast in compositions.
· Record ideas using appropriate notation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students may not have a detailed awareness of Chinese culture and the importance of music in t he country. This is developed and explored in this unit.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· CONTRAST - Changing elements in a piece of music to create variety e.g. loud instead of soft, fast instead of 	slow 	
· DRONE - A continually repeating bass line, normally a fifth apart, almost like the bagpipes.  
· ENHARMONIC - Tones that are identical in pitch but are written differently according to the key in which they occur, as C sharp and D flat, for example.
· FLAT - The musical name for a black note lowered one semitone lower than it’s natural.
· MELODY - An alternative word for “tune” 
· PENTATONIC  - “Penta” means five.  A pentatonic scale has five notes
· RHYTHM - A pattern of long and short sounds structured over a beat.
· SCALE - A scale is a series of notes. The word scale originally meant “ladder.”  There are seven notes in a major or minor scale.
· SHARP - The musical name for a black note raised one semitone higher than its natural
· STRUCTURE - The order in which sounds occur in a piece of music, also 	how the whole piece of music is put together and divided into different sections

	Plan for Assessment 

	
· Informal and formative assessment is ongoing in lessons as the teacher circulates during practical composition and rehearsal time. Students will also be informally assessed through classwork, homework and contributions to class discussion.
· Self and peer feedback will occur periodically throughout the unit after performances. Students follow the What Went Well and Even Better If system of offering feedback.
· Formal assessment will occur when assessing student performances of night music and this will be recorded on the department tracker – the teacher recording if the student is working towards, has met or exceeded the assessment criteria in the three learning strands of performing, composing and listening and appraising. 
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