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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Two

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	
· This unit introduces students’ awareness of the importance of pulse as a fundamental upon which music is built and performed.  Through the integrated activities of performing, composing and listening, students will begin development of their own feeling for and awareness of a regular pulse.  Pupils will be able to make a clear distinction between pulse and rhythm and learn to use rhythm grids as a method of recording rhythm patterns.  Students perform and compose rhythm patterns of differing complexity including rests, half-beats and accents. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The note values of a breve, semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver and pair of quavers are introduced and pupils learn the name, shape and duration of each before analysing the names of stations on different lines of the London Underground to construct a rhythmic chant which is notated using note values.
· Rhythm games form an integral part of this project and each learning objective can be introduced by a practical rhythmic starter activity with the class in a circle.  Beginning each lesson like this will help focus student’s attention to the aims of the unit, while rhythm games also help release pupil’s inhibitions for further rhythm work and increase their confidence in performing.

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	
· Students will have listened to a range of music with different pulses at Key Stage 2 and during the first unit of Key Stage 3.
· worked in groups performing and creating music with a focus on rhythm as well as the other elements of music
· used different types of notation –  staff and graphic notation
· been introduced to the duration of basic musical notes – breve, semibreve, minim, crotchet,  quaver and pair of quavers

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic

· Awareness of Pulse/Rhythm/Duration are vital for successful performance – both solo and ensemble. 
· This is a challenging unit with many cross curricula links, such as Maths and Geography.
· Encourages and develops student group work, communication and performance skills.
· Students need to appreciate the difference between rhythm and pulse.

Rationale for timing of this topic

· This topic builds on students’ knowledge of rhythm/duration gained during the ‘Night and Day’ unit of work.
· Students used rhythm as a fundamental way of creating ‘sound pictures’ related to stories with night and day contexts. 
· The use of rhythm to compose is developed further and is a key feature of unit 3 – The Music of China


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Increase Students’ awareness of the importance of pulse as a fundamental upon which music is built and performed.  
· Students will develop a feeling for and awareness of a regular pulse.
· Students will be able to distinguish between rhythm and pulse.
· Students will learn about note values, bars and notation.
· Students identify and explore in detail the relationship between words and rhythms.
· Students can perform confidently from rhythmic notation.
· Students can perform confidently as part of a group and a soloist.
· Students can describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of rhythm using sophisticated and appropriate musical vocabulary, including some Italian terminology. They can describe rhythmic durations using correct terminology.
· Students can confidently suggest improvements to their own and others’ work, commenting successfully on how intentions have been achieved.
· Specific musical vocabulary to describe rhythm and pulse will be used frequently and students will be actively encourage to do the same as many of them may not be used to this.
· Students will be taught the often difficult to grasp concept of the difference between rhythm and pulse.



	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· BREVE – A musical note worth eight beats (often used in older, medieval music)
· CROTCHET – A musical note worth one beat
· MINIM – A musical note worth two beats
· OSTINATO – A short repeated musical pattern.  Can be rhythmic or melodic of both.
· PAIR OF QUAVERS – Worth one musical beat formed of two quavers
· PULSE – A regular beat that is felt throughout much music
· QUAVER – A musical note worth half a beat
· REST – A silent beat
· RHYTHM – A series of notes of different lengths that create a pattern.  Usually fits with a regular beat or pulse
· SEMIBREVE – A musical note worth four beats

	Plan for Assessment 

	
· Informal and formative assessment is ongoing in lessons as the teacher circulates during practical composition time. Students will also be informally assessed through classwork, homework and contributions to class discussion.
· Self and peer feedback will occur periodically throughout the unit after performances. Students follow the What Went Well and Even Better If system of offering feedback.
· Formal assessment will occur when assessing student performances of night music and this will be recorded on the department tracker – the teacher recording if the student is working towards, has met or exceeded the assessment criteria in the three learning strands of performing, composing and listening and appraising. 
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