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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students are taught how composers have used the elements of music to represent the different moods of morning and night in music. It develops pupils’ awareness and understanding of the elements of music – pitch, tempo, dynamics, duration, attack and decay, texture, timbre and silence which will give pupils the necessary musical vocabulary to allow them to effectively describe different pieces of music at Key Stage 3. 
· During the exploration, there are plenty of opportunities for teachers to assess pupils’ musical skills, knowledge and understanding.
· This project builds on all work covered in Key Stage 2.  It presents an opportunity to extend ideas further and share previous experiences. 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	
1. Used and have knowledge of words (e.g. high/low) to describe the elements of music at Key Stage 2, not necessarily Italian terminology which will be introduced in this unit of work.
1. Listened to a wide range of music describing different moods from different times and places
1. Use classroom instruments tuned and un-tuned to explore different genres of music.


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic

· Students need to learn how to describe music using the elements of music and how these can be manipulated effectively in order to successfully compose.
· The idea of composing to tell a story – for example about night or day is important. This notion of ‘programme music’ is explored in many of the units throughout Key Stage 3 and therefore it is important that students begin their musical Key Stage 3 studies with a thorough exploration of this notion.
· This unit of work develops communication and group work skills as well as developing confidence and performance skills and celebrating student talent and musicality.

Rationale for timing of this topic

· This project builds on all work students should have covered during Key Stage 2.  It presents an opportunity to extend ideas further and share previous experiences. 
· This project will give an indication of the level of attainment of pupils in the class and highlight areas for future development (including gifted and talented pupils and pupils that will require further help in future lessons)
· The performance element of the unit of work affords the teacher the opportunity to gauge the skills of all students and inform future planning and performance opportunities.


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
· Students should all be made aware of, understand and recognise the concepts of pitch, tempo, dynamics, duration, attack and decay, texture, timbre and silence.
· Students should be able to draw on them as a resource when composing, use them effectively when performing and recognise them when listening to and appraising music describing morning and night moods. 
· Students identify and explore in detail the relationship between different sounds when composing.
· Students participate in a variety of singing, performing, composing, listening and evaluating activities with awareness of the elements of music
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will be introduced to Italian terminology that is key in describing music. The use of these terms is a fundamental feature of the scheme work and students will use them frequently becoming more familiar as the unit progresses. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· PITCH  - highness or lowness of a sound (high/low; getting higher/lower)
· TEMPO - speed of the music (fast/slow; getting faster/slower)
· DURATION - length of a sound (long/short)
· DYNAMICS - volume of the music (loud/soft; getting louder/softer)
· ATTACK AND DECAY - how a sound begins and ends (start/stop/crisp/sudden/fade)
· TEXTURE - how much sound we hear  (think/thin)
· TIMBRE - tonal quality unique to each instrument
· SILENCE - the opposite of sound
· NOCTURNE - a piece of music with a slow, dreamy mood, often written for the piano describing night
· SERENADE - a piece of music designed to be played at night outside by a small 	group of instrumental players

	Plan for Assessment 

	
· Informal and formative assessment is ongoing in lessons as the teacher circulates during practical composition time. Students will also be informally assessed through classwork, homework and contributions to class discussion.
· Self and peer feedback will occur periodically throughout the unit after performances. Students follow the What Went Well and Even Better If system of offering feedback.
· Formal assessment will occur when assessing student performances of night music and this will be recorded on the department tracker – the teacher recording if the student is working towards, has met or exceeded the assessment criteria in the three learning strands of performing, composing and listening and appraising. 
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