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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: MFL (French)

Year Group: Year 13

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Sept - Dec

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Topics/ vocabulary content:

1. Les ados, le droit de vote et l’engagement politique
2. Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse
3. Qui sont les marginalisés ?
4. Manifestations, grèves, à qui le pouvoir?
5. La politique et l’immigration

A study of the text ‘L’Étranger’
A study of the film ‘Au revoir les enfants’

Grammar:
· The passive voice
· He subjunctive mood
· Revision of present, future and conditional tenses
· Revision of imperfect, perfect and pluperfect tenses
· Subject and object pronouns
· Relative pronouns
· Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns
· Compound tenses
· Si clauses (complex ones – hypothetical and contrary to what happened)
· Ongoing revision of previous grammar work through reading, listening and translation work

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of phonics studied at KS3/4 in order to apply this to the pronunciation, spelling and understanding of new vocabulary.
· Knowledge of gender of nouns, expression of nouns as plurals and the use of articles in order to apply this to other prepositions 
· Knowledge of the relationship between the gender of nouns and adjectives as well as comparisons and superlatives
· Knowledge of the conjugation of regular and key irregular verbs in present, perfect, imperfect, conditional and future tenses and the concept of different endings for different subjects as studied previously in KS3/4 and yr 12
· Knowledge of conjugation of verbs in future tense and the conditional 
· Knowledge of syntax and how to manipulate structures for spoken and written work
· Knowledge of a broad variety of GCSE and AS level topic vocabulary and an ever-increasing bank of less familiar vocabulary to understand the spoken and written language. 
· Knowledge of how to produce the language for their own purposes and translate into and from French with high levels of detail and accuracy.
· Knowledge of key grammatical terms (verb, noun, adjective, infinitive, conjugate, gender, agreement, comparative, superlative etc) from their work at KS3/4 and yr 12.
· Knowledge of strategies to use and how to tackle a range of styles of question types i.e. listening / reading/ summaries/ translations

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· The topics studied at KS5 are specified by the A Level exam board, however, we choose when and how to deliver each topic. Students begin their KS5 study with a firm foundation in French having studied a variety of topics and associated vocabulary and grammar in detail at KS3/4. We seek to continue building on this so that students will not only enjoy success in their A Level but also find enjoyment in communicating in the target language and studying other cultures within the French-speaking world. The first topic of year 13 is ‘les ados, le droit de vote et l’engagement politique’.  We begin with ‘les ados’ as this is one of the more accessible and exciting topics at A2.  There are very clear arguments for and against whether the voting age should be lowered, why young people abstain etc.  and it is also a topic which fascinates students as they hugely enjoy finding out about the popularity of the French extreme right party and young people’s reasons for abstaining from voting.  It’s also an excellent topic for developing student’s A2 level analytical, debate and research skills of current affairs, an essential skill for the Individual Research Project. This topic frequently inspires students to do a Political topic for their Individual Research Project ; these are frequently the ones which score most highly as they require great analysis and are set within a contemporary framework.  Finally, this first topic revisits the passive and the subjunctive, two grammatical areas which we met in Y12 which are ones that students also find the most challenging – I like to revisit these challenging areas right at the start of Y13 as the use / avoidance of the passive has a huge impact on how ‘French’ they sound and the subjunctive is an area of grammar which allows them to achieve the complexity marks.  We then move onto ‘Les aspects d’une société diverse’ and ‘Qui sont les marginalisés? as during these units, we revisit all of the key tenses.  It is absolutely essential at A2 level that students have accurate verb forms in order that they can communicate with accuracy and incorrect verb forms are heavily penalised.  Thus, it is essential that verb form errors are erased during this first term of Y13. These two units are also similar and often, ideas used in one such as the discrimination of immigrants, women, handicapped and LGBTQ people are also relevant in the other unit. Concepts such as discrimination are also more easily understood by students in the context of the UK than the later topics where we look at more complex topics such as the nature of trade unions in France and why they differ to the UK – concepts which the students have a lot less prior knowledge of in English.  We therefore finish off with the two most challenging units in terms of content and grammar.  Both topics again fascinate students and by the time we reach these topics, their language ability is much more able to cope with complex topics in French. Secondly, students study the novel L’Étranger. The study of a book is an excellent opportunity for students to use and appreciate the French language in a genuine context as well as an opportunity to gain appreciation of French popular culture. This book deals with many diverse themes, for example religion, social convention and the philosophy of the Absurd, which appeal to many readers so is of interest to the students and engages them. In studying literature students are also honing and putting into practice the analytical skills they have developed through the study of the A Level topics. This is an important skill for them and enables students to express themselves and articulate justified and evidence-based opinions on the novel, writing in a fluent and grammatically complex way. This in turn enables students to engage in genuine, meaningful discussion and debate in the target language. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· These topics are delivered at the start of year 13- see above!
· The study and analysis of a book in another language is challenging and we do this in year 13 as students will have spent year 12 developing their grammar, high-level vocabulary knowledge and analytical skills through the study of the topics. This gives them the confidence to transfer these skills to the study of a book. Given the nature of the challenging themes of the book we teach it before the film so students will have lots of opportunity for revision and consolidation of the book   

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. Grammar : All of the following grammatical concepts are covered in the context of the A2 topics.  Last academic year, all of these grammatical areas were covered during the designated ‘grammar hour’ each week.  Therefore, at A2 level, we revisit the more complex concepts to ensure students have fully understood them and can now use them in a variety of contexts and not, just as a stand-alone grammatical exercise.  Knowledge of accurate verb forms is absolutely essential at A2 level in order that students can communicate clearly so these are reviewed and tested with low-stakes tests frequently. The passive voice, the subjunctive, pronouns (all types but in particular relative pronouns), si clauses and compound tenses are the errors where there will definitely be clear gaps in knowledge and are tackled through the topics and repeatedly through on-going translation work.
· Revision of present, future and conditional tenses
· Revision of imperfect, perfect and pluperfect tenses
· The passive voice
· The subjunctive mood
· Subject and object pronouns
· Relative pronouns
· Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns
· Compound tenses
· Si clauses (complex ones – hypothetical and contrary to what happened)
· Ongoing revision of previous grammar work through reading, listening and translation work

· Students to broaden their knowledge of topic specific vocabulary and an ever-increasing bank of less familiar vocabulary to understand the spoken and written language.
· Students to apply this vocabulary to produce language for their own purposes in speaking and writing (In the context of discussion and analysis of issues affecting the French-speaking world)
· Students to deepen their understanding of the format of the A Level exam and continue to develop strategies to approach different question types. Students to practise these strategies regularly.
· Students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of: 
Les ados (Lowering the voting age to 16 – arguments for and against, why young people don’t vote and their influence on politics, other ways young people engage in politics, young people and the extreme right, the future of politics)
Les aspects positifs d’une société diverse (the benefits of living in a diverse society, the need for tolerance and respect of diversity, promoting diversity to create a richer world)
Qui sont les marginalisés (groups who are socially marginalised, ways to prevent discrimination, contrasting attitudes to people who are marginalised)
Manifestations, greves, a qui le pouvoir (the role of trade unions in France, France as  a country of strikers and why, legal responsibility for strike action, diverse attitudes towards strikes and protesting)
La Politique et l’Immigration (political issues concerning Immigration, viewpoints of a range of political parties to Immigration, Immigration from the viewpoint of Immigrants and racism) 




· Some students may have forgotten vocabulary/grammar from their KS3/4 studies – teachers will seek to regularly review essential concepts and vocabulary to bridge any gaps in knowledge – students have access to a very comprehensive handbook of grammar, vocabulary and strategies to support their learning. Students will also make use of a series of online vocabulary lists/grammar tasks which they can access and revisit to continually build on and consolidate vocabulary knowledge. 
· Students may get verb endings confused or the use of an appropriate tense – teachers will employ a range of strategies to aide memorisation including song/rap/word association.
· Students may lack awareness of French culture/history – as well as teaching the key concepts in lessons and using genuine material (articles, videos, stories) to reinforce this, teachers will ensure that students are guided towards additional reading/research to bridge any gaps in their knowledge – students are encouraged to keep an independent learning log for this purpose. 
· Students may find it a challenge to remember new vocabulary and structures – teachers will employ a range of strategies to aide memorisation and will give students training on how to learn vocabulary. They will also review new vocabulary throughout the module and beyond through starter tasks, revision tasks and application of familiar vocabulary to all new concepts.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students may have specific educational needs which make lessons more challenging for them. Teachers are all aware of who these students are, they are familiar with their SEND statement and the strategies which will support them – these will be employed in lessons. Seating for students with additional needs is chosen carefully to ensure they are supported. There are two different versions of each lesson/activity and teachers will select the most appropriate version and adapt further as needed. All students have a copy of the course handbook which can be used to support them. Where LSAs are working in the classroom teachers will liaise with them at various points to discuss how they can best support SEND students in the MFL classroom. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Subject specific and grammatical terminology: (some of this will be review of previously taught terminology) phonics, phonemes, homophones, sound-spelling links, verb, regular, irregular, present tense, future tense, conditional tense, perfect tense, auxiliary verbs, past participle, imperfect tense, reflexive verb, imperatives, noun, articles (definite and indefinite), adjective, possessive adjective, infinitive, conjugate, subject, stem, ending, gender, agreement, comparatives, superlatives, negatives, accents, opinions, justifications, development, translation, connectives, prepositions, range, variety, complex language, formal/informal address, preposition, direct and indirect object pronouns, clause, subjunctive, mood, passive, ‘si’ clause, infinitive structure, relative pronoun, subject and object of a sentence   
Topic vocabulary: See A level French vocabulary book

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment: for this period of teaching, students will sit end of unit assessments and a mock exam, in line with the whole school calendar. This will enable students to demonstrate their progress on the comprehension of and response to the written and spoken language. The assessments and mock will cover all skills and will enable students to demonstrate their progress on vocab/knowledge acquisition so far in the A Level course. This assessment will be set by the HoD with full instructions for the preparation, conduct and marking of it provided to the class teacher in advance. As support, there will be a common revision lessons of core vocabulary and structures ahead of the mock.
· Teachers are to record centrally a mark for each skill and an overall percentage for each part of the mock and assessments. This will be equated to a possible grade using the most recent A Level grade boundaries. Students will also be given an effort level.
· Teachers may choose to record the marks in their planner. 
· For the speaking, feedback will be given using A Level mark schemes 
· There will be the opportunity via whole class feedback for teachers to denote key spelling, accents, unknown vocab, and pronunciation for students to review or to ask a question to clarify any misconceptions.
· Reading and listening feedback will take place as a whole class activity and teachers will review common errors/questions which posed the most challenge and will review gaps in vocab/structures 
· Students will respond to this feedback and set themselves targets, these targets will be stuck into exercise books so it is clear to students what their areas for improvement are. 
· These assessments are highlighted in the overviews and SOWs as the core pieces of work to be marked for this period of teaching alongside formative feedback, which is given on speaking question preparation. Teachers may choose to mark additional work produced in student books.
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