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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: MFL (French)

Year Group: Year 8

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: September – February

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Topics/ vocabulary content:
· All year 7 topics 
· Describing uses of technology
· Describing sports, free time, likes, dislikes and preferences for yourself and others
· Describing the weather and how this impacts free time
· Future free time plans
· Referring to countries with the correct gender and using prepositions accurately
· Stating nationalities
· Describing the places in your town and what you can do there
· Asking for and giving directions
· Making future plans in your town and arranging to go out
Cultural topics:
· Christmas 
Grammar:
· All year 7 grammar
· Review of present tense including accurate use of jouer/pratiquer
· Modal verbs
· Infinitive constructions
· The conditional
· The future
· Review of gender and adjectival agreements
· Use of prepositions
· Imperative forms

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of the alphabet and phonic sounds studied in year 7 modules in order to apply this to the pronunciation and understanding of new vocabulary.
· Knowledge of gender of nouns, expression of nouns as plurals and the use of articles in order to apply this to other prepositions
· Knowledge of the relationship between the gender of nouns and adjectives as well as comparisons and superlatives
· Knowledge of the conjugation of regular and key irregular verbs in present tense and the concept of different endings for different subjects according to the type of verb in order to apply this to other tenses (future and conditional)
· Knowledge of syntax and how to manipulate structures in order to develop descriptions
· Knowledge of topic specific vocabulary from previous modules.
· Knowledge of how to produce the language for their own purposes and translate key ideas into French.
· Knowledge of key grammatical terms (verb, noun, adjective, infinitive, conjugate, gender, agreement) from their work in year 7.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Having studied core French vocabulary, structures and grammar through familiar topics about their personal lives, students are now in a position to develop their understanding and production of the language and talk about a wider variety of topics, which are of personal interest to them. Students therefore move on to the study of technology and free time, which enables them to consolidate knowledge of all previously studied grammar and investigate new grammatical concepts (future tense) through the different areas of this topic. We know that students enjoy this topic as it is of interest to them and is relevant to their everyday lives yet it also provides opportunities for students to understand and produce detailed descriptions of free time activities. 
· Our second topic of year 8 is the study of countries, nationalities and local area as by this stage students are developing a growing repertoire of vocabulary and are developing more confidence to understand less familiar vocab. This topic also gives them the opportunity to consider the world around them and the concept of other countries and cultures, which they have a developing knowledge of in year 8. 

Rationale for timing of this topic
· These modules build on the previously taught core vocabulary, grammar and language which serve as a  good basis to introduce students to more wide-ranging and complex grammar. These modules require use of present tense which students have already acquired and they lend themselves to the study of future tense which students are now ready to study in more detail given their prior grammatical knowledge.
· Students will require this knowledge to go on to explore more complex grammar throughout KS3 and beyond.
· The core language and vocabulary taught in these modules will enable students to establish meaning of less familiar vocabulary in the topics to come in year 8 and beyond.
· Our intent in teaching languages is that students will find enjoyment not just in communicating in the target language but also through the study of other cultures. In each year group, we seek to introduce students to cultural topics at timely points of the year hence studying Christmas in December. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students to review and deepen their understanding of present tense verbs particularly irregular verbs such as faire and aller
· Students to develop awareness of modal verbs and infinitive structures
· Students to deepen their understanding of adjectival agreement
· Students to develop awareness of prepositions and how gender of nouns can impact prepositions
· Students will appreciate the conjugation of future tense and conditional verbs and the concept of different endings for different subjects according to the type of verb
· Students to develop their knowledge of syntax and manipulation of structures through asking and answering of key questions using regular and irregular present tense verbs and future tense verbs and structures.
· Students to broaden their knowledge of topic specific vocabulary and an ever-increasing bank of less familiar vocabulary to understand the spoken and written language.
· Students to apply this vocabulary to produce language for their own purposes and translate into French.
· Some students may have forgotten vocab/grammar over the summer break – teachers will seek to review essential concepts and vocabulary from year 7 in the first few weeks of year 8 to bridge any gaps in knowledge – students also continue to have access to module books from year 7 so they can review any forgotten vocab and grammar.
· Students may get verb endings confused – teachers will employ a range of strategies to aide memorisation including song/rap.
· Students may not engage in a range of free time activities therefore activities will focus on activities of others or they will be encouraged to be creative when producing their own descriptions
· Some students may lack any awareness of other countries, flags and nationalities – teachers will teach flags and nationalities in English too to overcome this therefore enhancing students’ general knowledge and cultural awareness
· Some students may lack awareness of French-speaking culture – teachers will refer to their own knowledge and experiences of France and French-speaking countries using cultural references where appropriate and using genuine (reading/listening) material where possible/suitable. Stand-alone cultural lessons are also planned in throughout KS3 to develop this knowledge
· Students may find it a challenge to remember new vocabulary and structures – teachers will employ a range of strategies to aide memorisation and will give students training on how to learn vocabulary. They will also review new vocabulary throughout the module and beyond through starter tasks, revision tasks and application of familiar vocabulary to all new concepts.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students may have specific educational needs which make lessons more challenging for them. Teachers are all aware of who these students are, they are familiar with their SEND statement and the strategies which will support them – these will be employed in lessons. Seating for students with additional needs is chosen carefully to ensure they are supported. There are two different versions of each lesson/activity and teachers will select the most appropriate version and adapt further as needed. All students have a copy of the handbook which can be used to support them. Where LSAs are working in the classroom teachers will liaise with them at various points to discuss how they can best support SEND students in the MFL classroom.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Subject specific and grammatical terminology: (some of this will be review of previously taught terminology) phonics, phonemes, homophones, sound-spelling links, verb, regular, irregular, present tense, future tense, conditional, imperative, noun, articles, adjective, possessive adjective, infinitive, conjugate, subject, stem, ending, gender, agreement, negatives, accents, opinions, justifications, development, translation, connectives, prepositions
Topic vocabulary: See year 8 French module booklet

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment: for this period of teaching students will be given a translation task in October and a speaking and writing task in December to enable students to demonstrate their progress on the production of the written and spoken language. These tasks will be set by the HoD with full instructions for the preparation, conduct and marking of the task provided to the class teacher in advance. As support, there will be a common revision lesson of core vocabulary and structures ahead of the assessment and the assessment will only cover familiar, taught language.
· Teachers are to record centrally a percentage for the translation and a separate percentage for the speaking/writing task and an effort level for each as well. 
· Teachers may choose to record the marks in their planner. 
· Feedback will be given using a pro-forma, which has been pre-populated with strengths and areas to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks, which teachers will tick/highlight. 
· There will be the opportunity on the feedback sheet for teachers to denote key spelling, accents, unknown vocab for students to review or to ask a question to clarify any misconceptions. 
· Students will respond to this feedback and set themselves a target. These assessments are highlighted in the overviews and SOWs as the core pieces of work to be marked for this period of teaching. Teachers may choose to mark additional work produced in student books.
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