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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Term 1

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Unit 2 – Creating systems to manage information
· This is a practical unit focused on the creation of databases. It is assessed via a 5 hour ‘set task’ taken over the course of 2 days in January.
· Unit delivered in Term 1 by PHO (5 lessons per fortnight).
· Unit 6 – Website Development
· This is a coursework unit focusing on the design and creation of a website. It is internally assessed.
· In Term 1 students will complete Learning Aim A from the specification and part of Learning Aim B.
· Unit delivered in Term 1 by ABS (5 lessons per fortnight).


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· For Unit 2:
· Students have completed a series of video tutorials to introduce the key concepts of databases. This was undertaken in the final half term of Year 12 on completion of their Units 1 & 3.
· Using the tutorials students will have created a simple 3 table database for a Personal Trainer to manage client appointments.
· Students will have made varying levels of progress on these – but all will have completed the tutorials at least up to the ‘structure’ and ‘table design’ stage.
· Elements of the theory for Unit 1 (exam unit taken in Year 12), in particular the topic ‘Using and Manipulating Data’ provide context for the practical work
· For Unit 6:
· Some elements of the Unit 3 (course unit taken in Year 12 based on Social Media) such as ‘Search Engine Optimisation’ are revisited.
· Elements of the theory for Unit 1 (exam unit taken in Year 12), in particular the topics ‘User Interfaces’ and ‘Image and Video File Types’ provide context for the design of the sites.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	· Rationale for studying this topic
· For the four units of the BTEC Extended Certificate, three of the units are mandatory. Units 1 & 3 have been completed in Year 12. Unit 2 is a mandatory unit for the course. For the final ‘optional’ unit, there are two units available. Unit 6 (Website Development) was chosen over Unit 4 (Data Modelling). Website Development was chosen as the unit contains a good mix of creative and technical skills that will prepare them for their next steps after Sixth Form. Many of our students go on to study Games Development or Multimedia, so all aspects of the Unit 6 are very relevant to this.
· Rationale for timing of this topic
· Due to the amount of content in the Unit 1 (an exam unit – 120 Guided Learning Hours), It would not be possible to get the taught content done in time for a January sitting. As students are permitted to re-sit an exam or set task once, taking Unit 1 in Year 12 allows for the first sitting of the exam to be in the Summer of Year 12, with a re-sit in the Summer of Year 13 if needed.
· It is possible to deliver the Unit 2 content in time for the Set Task to be taken in the January series. Therefore a re-sit opportunity will be available in the summer of Year 13 if needed.
· Unit 2 will be the most complex of the units that students take, hence in Year 13 they will be ready for this.
· Unit 6 is a small unit (60 Guided Learning Hours) compared with the other coursework unit, Unit 3 (90 Guided Learning Hours). Taking this is Year 13 leaves sufficient time to be able to prepare for re-sits for either Unit 1 or Unit 2. Students may not need to re-sit both exams, and typically if there are re-sits, it will be for Unit 1.

 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
· For Unit 2:
· Relational database concepts. The most challenging part of the unit is concerned with getting the structure right, and getting the relationships right. If a student can do this successfully, the other elements such as ‘Table Design’ and ‘Queries’ become relatively straightforward. A student who is not able to do this fully or nearly fully correct will struggle to pick up marks in the later sections. Students will have had the experience of this is the final term of Year 12, but this area needs particular attention. Normalisation can be difficult, but there is a process – and students will be trained to follow this rigorously. SEND students will need particular support at this. Video tutorials are available to all tasks within this. For SEND students, they have the opportunity to work through video tutorials at their own pace, and can pause at points or go back and re-watch any bits that might be tricky. Also videos have subtitles which can aid students with hearing impairments (currently there is one such student in the group).
· Table design and validation. Basics of this topic will be covered in the final term of Year 12 but these areas will be covered again. In particular, validation rules will need to be covered again,
· Queries and reports. Students were introduced to the topic in the Year 12 final term. Querying can be complex though. Particular attention will need to be given to cross table querying and use of parameters.
· Forms. Review of form design will be needed – in particular forms with sub-forms.
· Testing & Evaluating Databases. For students who have studied IT or Computer Science at GCSE level, the process of testing and evaluating will be a familiar one. However not all students will have this experience and care must be taken
· For Unit 3:
· Analysing websites. 
· Website design. Covered in Year 9 in a basic way, although all topic will be fully covered again.




	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Unit 2
· Table
· Queries
· Reports
· Macro
· Form
· Parameter
· Validation

Unit 6
· Internet
· World Wide Web
· Hypertext
· URL
· Domain
· Server
· Protocol


	Plan for Assessment 

	
Unit 2
· Table Structure/Design Assessment
· Queries and Reports Assessment
· Forms Assessment
· Full Paper Mock

Unit 6
· Ongoing assessment of Assignment Prep Tasks
· Assignment 1 – Learning Aim A









image1.png




