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Department: Computing

Year Group: Year 9 IT

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Term 1

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Internet and Online Tools
· Word Processing

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Students have not studied any IT in Years 7 & 8 so no assumptions are made about basic skills

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Learning how to use online tools such as Teams and Class Notebook effectively ensure that students complete their work for the whole Year 9 course and will help with their use of the technology for other subjects as well. At the same time students will learn the theory behind Cloud Computing and have practical experience of this. Cloud Computing and Working Online are major topics in the theory component of the BTEC DIT course that students may choose to take in Y10.
· Word Processing and basic Office skills are essential for study of IT at KS4 and beyond. Typically, this can be weak for many students as their experience may be limited.
Rationale for timing of this topic
· For the last few years, we have used the class notebook as an electronic exercise book for all classes at key stage 3, 4 and 5. Given the nature of the subject this is more effective than using paper exercise books for student classwork and homework. It is hard for a student to evidence skill in things such as multimedia design in a printed or written format. This unit will be the first topic they will study in Year 9 so that the ways of working will be clear from the beginning.
· Word processing is the second topic in the scheme and will allow us to assess students’ basic knowledge of Office software. As Microsoft Word is the most fundamental element of the Office suite it makes sense to cover this first. The skills developed in this unit will provide a good base for learning other elements of Office software later in the course.
· As students have not studied IT in Year 7 or Year 8 some of their basic skills may be weak. We have a much different landscape as regards students use of technology than 10 years ago as nowadays the primary computing devices in the home will be tablets and smartphones. We will often see students in year nine who are unable to perform basic file management tasks such as saving their work. This unit is crucial in ensuring that any of those gaps have been filled before moving on to more technical things.

 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
· Online tools inc Teams/Class Notebook
· Student experience in this will vary – they will have used Teams during remote lessons, but for many they will have done so on phones or tablets, and the layout of the Windows version may be unfamiliar. Therefore no assumption should be made that students know already how to navigate Teams.
· Introduction to how the internet works
· The workings of the internet will be a mystery to most students. Understanding the structure of the internet is important – in particular with regards to E-Safety, and that messages/images are duplicated at various points as they travel through the internet
· Using search engines
· Google is a good search engine – but students may have a overreliance on using the top result when looking for information
· Use of key words and being able to refine searches is not something they will be familiar with.
· Reliability of online information
· Students may have come across bias in other subjects English/History etc. but may not realise the lack of central control on the internet means it serves as a place where misinformation is rife.
· Word Processing
· The profile of a typical Year 9 student has changed over the course of the last 10 years. In this time for many households smart phones and tablets have become the primary computing device. As such student experience of using Office programs such as Word, PowerPoint and Excel is nowhere near the level it would’ve been in the past. Even basic functions such as opening and saving files may be new to many students. As such no assumption is made to prior knowledge of the most basic functions of Office software. This unit will enable students to use core functions of word processing software that will support their future work in IT and also support their use of computers in other subjects.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Internet
· World Wide Web
· Web page
· Hosting
· Search engine
· Refining
· Misinformation
· Bias
· Censorship
· Encryption
· Phishing

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Classwork & Homework
· Theory assessment – Internet & Online Tools (30 mins)
· Practical assessed task – Word Processing
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