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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: (September – February)

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· The students begin with ‘What is History?’ which looks at their previous history knowledge and helps them to understand key terms such as chronology, source analysis and utility.
· The students then study the Roman Empire, looking at the Empire, its army, life in the Roman Empire and legacy of the Roman Empire. 
· The students then move on to the Norman Conquest looking at the events of 1066, the use of castles and the first and second baron’s war. 
Key knowledge to be developed during these topics:
· Begin to develop understanding of chronology and use of sources
· Why the Roman Army was successful?
· Impact of the Romans on Britain
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction to Empire
· Introduction to Monarchy
· Key events of 1066

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Some students will have some basic Historical skills from Primary School which they can develop in the ‘What is History?’ section
· Some students may have some knowledge on elements of the Roman Empire which they can build upon.



	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· The students need to start with ‘What is History?’ to help us to understand all the students different starting points, it also allows us to begin the development of understanding key historical terms such as chronology, different time periods, using historical sources and interpretations. After primary meetings we discovered the topics covered in primary varied but knowledge tended to be more of a focus than skills therefore this topic is the best place to start and develop an understanding of the student’s historical skills.
· The students then begin with the Roman Empire as this begins our chronological study through KS3, it also allows students to study different aspects of History in one topic, so they begin to develop an understanding of political history, military history and social history through the study of the Empire and its leadership, army and life of ordinary Roman’s. This topic also allows students to understand the concept of Empire which will be a key theme throughout their study at KS3 and GCSE. 
· The student’s then move on to the Norman Conquest topic, this allows the students to see a different time period, another political structure and leadership that is challenged. It also begins to show the development of Britain from the influence of the Roman Empire, then to the influence of William the Conqueror with the introduction of the feudal system and the development of castles for defence. This topic leads to the Barons war study which shows the slow movement towards democracy that Britain will take. 

Rationale for timing of this topic
· What is History is placed at the beginning to allow student to understand key terms that they can then apply to Historical periods and to begin to understand the students different starting points. 
· The students then move on to a study of the Roman Empire so they can see a key example of an Empire as this is a term that will reappear briefly in other topics such as WWI and Unit 1 at GCSE in which students will need to understand the term clearly. This allows students also to begin to understand the development of Britain and understand how locally this Empire still has influence today.
· The students then will study the Norman Conquest which shows the development of Britain and therefore is the logical next step to show students clear change in Britain. 
· The topics are placed in chronological order generally to allow students to build up a mental timeline.
 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· ‘What is History?’ topic will address any basic skill gaps initially such as use of sources and chronological terms
· The Roman Empire is a large topic and some students may have studied some at Primary School but the wide ranging scale of the topic, ensures students understand the full extent of the Empire and how it is run and also the impact it had on Britain and its local area. It will address any gaps in knowledge and allow some students to share their existing knowledge. 



	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Empire
· Chronology
· Description 
· Explanation
· Judgement
· Periods of time
· Useful
· Source
· Importance
· Claimants
· Defence
· Heir
· Defend
· Attack 
· Interpretation

	Plan for Assessment 

	
· Developing judgement and debate technique in 16 mark questions and preparation
· Essay skills develop in 16 mark question 
· Description skills in diary entry assessment
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