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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Summer Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Completion of any of the 4 units on assessment plans for Spring term
2. Mock examinations
3. Non-Examined Assessment

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	In addition to all of the material covered at GCSE level, students will have also covered Four A-Level topics on water carbon cycles, coastal environments, contemporary urban environments and changing places. Sometimes these units run into the start of the summer term. There are skills embedded within the schemes and topics too, with extensive coverage of a range of graph and map skills, written work and debate skills. 
The four previous units of carbon cycles, coastal environments, contemporary urban environments and changing places will all be examined within the mock examination. In addition, the non-examined assessment which is also known as the independent fieldwork investigation will more than likely be based upon one of those four units. Please note that on previous curriculum plans it has been noted that these four units are all available to study within the local environment which make them perfect for an independent fieldwork investigation. Previous investigations have yielded very good results from the local environment.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	The basic rationale for studying this unit at this time of year is that they have to. The non-examined assessment makes up 20% of their total A level mark and we prefer to do the field work in the summer when the weather is better and when for certain subjects and topics it is easier to collect data. For example, for an ecosystem study like a sand dunes study is a lot easier to collect data when plants are in flower. Similarly, any projects that involve going close to the sea or next to a river are easier to do with the summer when the weather conditions are less severe and there is far less risk to the students. From a resourcing point of view it is a lot easier to source computer rooms and laptops in the summer term when you are 13 in year 11 have left because there was a greater availability of those facilities within the school. This allows us to use geographic information systems, excel, mapping software and any word processing to allow the students to complete their work to a good standard.

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Students will have experience doing fieldwork before a key stage three and at GCSE. They should have a reasonable working knowledge of the scientific process behind a geographic fieldwork investigation. There are PowerPoints and lesson materials available to remind students of the key processes including introducing a study, locating a study, writing a literature review (which will be new to the students), developing methodologies and using sampling and sample sizes [this will also be new to the students], analysing data using statistical techniques (which have been taught within the four previous units) and drawing reasonable conclusions and evaluations. Obviously, under the rules of the non-examined assessment we can guide students through the process and the background general principles of running an investigation but we cannot mark students work or develop title questions and methods for them. This has to be an independent piece of work.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Stratified sample, systematic sample, random sample, spearman's rank correlation coefficient, qualitative data, quantitative data, word cloud, literature review, Harvard method, line sample, Quadrat, excel, standard deviation, interquartile range, evaluation, ethics, reference, conclusions, analysis, geographic information system, mapping.

	Plan for Assessment 

	The students will receive feedback on their official proposal form and general in class feedback in response to questions they might pose on their introductions and methods. At the end of the project the independent fieldwork investigations are marked by two members of the geography team, the marks are compared and standardised and a final mark is agreed upon together with the feedback that is provided on the official AQA proposal form.
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