[image: ]St Mary’s Catholic School
Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 12

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Spring Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Contemporary urban environments
2. Coastal environments

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	In addition to all of the material covered at GCSE level, students will have also covered two A-Level topics on water carbon cycles and changing places. Sometimes these units run into the start of the spring term. There are skills embedded within the schemes and topics too, with extensive coverage of a range of graph and map skills, written work and debate skills. The students will have covered within the changing places unit the importance of place in human life, the endogenous and exogenous factors that affect place, placemaking, theories of place and how we understand place, the different categories of place such as media and experienced places, relationships and constructs of place, external forces affecting places, demographic and economic factors affecting place, together with two extensive case studies of High Heaton and Keswick.  These human geography concepts have been complemented with physical geography via the study of water & carbon cycles. Here the students consider systems theory and how that applies to both the water cycle and the carbon cycle. In particular for both cycles the students need to consider the stores, the processes, flows, the inputs and the outputs on those cycles. This leads then into consideration of impacts on a tropical area for which we use the Amazon rainforest, and also the impact on a local scale drainage basin for which we use the River Greta. Throughout both units, extensive use is made of exam skills and how to approach the exam questions, and also what command words mean. This should mean that when tackling exam questions for these new units the students are better prepared than they were in September.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing
1. General Rationale - within the A-level course we teach in pairs and do a topic each to offer a balance between the human and physical geography throughout the whole two years. For this reason, one teacher tends to teach a human geography topic such as changing places and the other teacher will teach a physical geography topic. Both contemporary urban environments and coastal environments are option units so we choose to teach those after the core units. These core units of changing places and water carbon cycles underpin all of the other units so it makes sense to teach those units right from the start. For example changing places lends itself really brilliantly to the understanding of contemporary urban environments. In addition, concepts such as changes in the carbon and water cycles (especially global warming) have a direct impact on coastal processes which is another unit that we study. The final general rationale is that both contemporary urban environments and coastal environments lend themselves brilliantly to the non-examined assessment part of our course where the students have to independently devise their own fieldwork investigations. Therefore, doing all 4 of these topics early allows us to do work with the student preparing them in thinking about that NEA. we can also arrange local fieldwork for all four topics I'm not allowed to show the students hand to collect data in a safe, rational and scientific manner. The students can then apply these skills to their own non examined assessment or independent fieldwork investigation.
2. Contemporary Urban Environments - this section of the A-level syllabus is completely relevant to our students as we live in one of the biggest cities within the United Kingdom. This means that many of the processes under study such as urbanisation, deindustrialization, suburbanisation, pressure on the green belt, urban greening and urban drainage issues, all occur within walking distance of our school. This ensures that the learning that the students are doing is very relevant in their day to day lives and also allows for fantastic fieldwork opportunities within the local environment. It is for this reason that we chose this section of the course as an optional unit rather than the other option units that were available to us such as the people and resources unit. There are also sections within the contemporary urban environments that draw upon knowledge from the water & carbon cycles unit, for example, urban climate and urban hydrology rely heavily on an understanding of the carbon and water cycles.
3. Coastal Environments - This section of the course is a less abstract topic and covers clearly some of the physical geography from the syllabus. The students already have experience of dealing with coastal environments at GCSE level and these topics are expanded upon and given further detail within this unit. We feel that this offers a balance in cognitive load between the more abstract contemporary urban environments and changing places units and this more concrete unit on the coast. Both units lend themselves brilliantly to current affairs so studying them in year 12 allows us to push the imperative of reading around the subject. finally, we live next to fantastic stretch of coastline running from St Abbs head just north of Berwick, all the way down to the North Yorkshire Moors, which allows us to make this topic very relevant to our students.

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. Coastal Environments
a) Coasts as natural systems
b) Systems and processes - Sources of energy in coastal environments: winds, waves (constructive and destructive), currents and tides. Low energy and high energy coasts.
c) Sediment sources, cells and budgets.
d) Geomorphological processes: weathering, mass movement, erosion, transportation and deposition.
e) Distinctively coastal processes: marine: erosion – hydraulic action, wave quarrying, corrasion/abrasion, cavitation, solution, attrition; transportation: traction, suspension (longshore/littoral drift) and deposition; sub-aerial weathering, mass movement and runoff.
f) Coastal landscape development
g) Origin and development of landforms and landscapes of coastal erosion: cliffs and wave cut platforms, cliff profile features including caves, arches and stacks; factors and processes in their development.
h) Origin and development of landforms and landscapes of coastal deposition. Beaches, simple and compound spits, tombolos, offshore bars, barrier beaches and islands and sand dunes; factors and processes in their development.
i) Estuarine mudflat/saltmarsh environments and associated landscapes; factors and processes in their development.
j) Eustatic, isostatic and tectonic sea level change: major changes in sea level in the last 10,000 years.
k) Coastlines of emergence and submergence. Origin and development of associated landforms: raised beaches, marine platforms; rias, fjords, Dalmatian coasts.
l) Recent and predicted climatic change and potential impact on coasts.
m) Coastal management - Human intervention in coastal landscapes. Traditional approaches to coastal flood and erosion risk: hard and soft engineering. Sustainable approaches to coastal flood risk and coastal erosion management: shoreline management/integrated coastal zone management.
n) Case studies – Sundarbans and the coastline of the NE of England

o) Contemporary urban environments
a) Urbanisation and its importance in human affairs.
b) Global patterns of urbanisation since 1945.
c) Urban Processes, Suburbanisation, Counter urbanisation, Urban Resurgence
d) The emergence of megacities and world cities
e) Urban change
f) Urban Policy in Britain since 1979 
g) Urban forms and characteristics
h) New urban landscapes
i) Social and economic issues of urbanisation
Managing social and economic issues - is found with in the other pages and the case studies
j) Urban Climates and Urban Air quality
k) Urban Drainage and Catchment Management and SUDS
l) River Restoration and Conservation
m) Urban Physical Waste Generation
n) Environmental impacts of waste management
o) Comparison of Incineration and Landfill
p) Other Urban environmental issues
q) Sustainable Cities and Sustainable Cities Case Studies
r) Mumbai 
s) Newcastle upon Tyne

The topics are clearly listed above for both of these units, and there will be some familiar material in both units. There are extensive PowerPoints available to guide teachers through the lessons step by step. We have also produced a textbook on all of the topics that the students can read in advance and it's available on the hyperlinks above. This is coupled with our independent reading strategy which get students to pre read prior to lessons and an extensive system of ongoing low stakes testing, exam questions for homework and regular in class testing. All of these are designed to identify students’ strengths and weaknesses so that we can monitor their progress via the departmental trackers and make contact with parents or carers if necessary.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Contemporary urban environments - urbanisation, suburbanisation, counterurbanisation, reurbanisation, regeneration, Urban Development corporations, new deal for communities, sustainable urban drainage, push and pull factors, natural increase, waste disposal, incineration, landfill, gentrification, urban infill, urban re branding, urban microclimates, heat island, urban pressure, air quality, sulphur dioxide, particulate matter, ozone, the Clean Air Act, urban physical waste generation, domestic waste, commercial waste, sustainability, sustainable cities, knew urban landscapes, urban policy, river restoration, river catchment management, urban drainage
Coastal environments - systems theory, inputs, outputs, sediment, waves, rip currents, upwelling currents, clips, caves, Archers, erosion landforms, headlands, bays, beaches, estuaries, mud flats, salt marshes, sand dunes, wave cut platforms, wife cut notches, Isostatic sea level change, eustatic sea level change, Ice Age, ria, fjord, raised beaches, raised no Cliff lines, coastal management, shoreline management plan, integrated coastal zone management, sediment cell, hard engineering, soft engineering, hold the line, managed retreat, built forward, break waters, sea walls, gabions, groynes, beach replenishment, tombolos, Dalmatian coast lines.

	Plan for Assessment 

	For both of these units we set regular homework's that covered the general exam skills required on the a level syllabus. This would include 20 mark essay questions, 9 mark extended answers, 6 mark data interpretation exercises and for mark knowledge questions. these are regularly marked via teams and some marking will take place of these students independent reading strategy. It is expected that at least twice in the unit the students will be formally assessed using past exam questions totalling 36 marks.
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