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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 12

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Autumn Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Introduction to Geography at Advanced Level
2. Changing places
3. Water and carbon cycles

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The year 12 students we have just finished their GCSEs and had a long summer break. At GCSE we cover the AQA syllabus which has a good broad range of human and physical geography. This provides some excellent bedrock for following on with AQA add GCSE, offering some consistency in topics but more importantly in the skills and assessments which they are expected to undertake.  Prior to this work students should have studied extensively within human geography the knowledge areas of urban environments in both low income countries and the UK, the challenge of managing resource is such as energy, food and Warner, and in a normal year economic geography focusing upon general economic principles of inequality and trade, and the economy of poorer nation (Nigeria), of the economy of the United Kingdom. In the physical section of the course students will have examined both river and coast landforms, processors, hazards and management issues, the challenge of natural hazards including hurricanes, extreme weather in the UK, global warming, on tectonic hazards such as volcanoes and earthquakes, on the final knowledge accrued in this unit is the geography of ecosystems in a unit called the living world. The GCSE course also prepares students for their skills and here they will have experienced how to evaluate a synoptic issue before coming to a justifiable view, to analyse the skills needed to conduct fieldwork investigations, and also conduct a human and physical geography fieldwork investigation of their own. There are skills embedded within the schemes and topics too, with extensive coverage of  Range of graph and map skills, written work and debate skills.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing
1. General Rationale - within the A-level course we teach in pairs and do a topic each to offer a balance between the human and physical geography throughout the whole two years. For this reason, one teacher tends to teach a human geography topic such as changing places and the other teacher will teach a physical geography topic. Both changing places and water carbon cycles are core units and it makes sense to teach those units right from the start. This is because both units underpin all of the other units, for example changing places lends itself really brilliantly to the understanding of contemporary urban environments. In addition, concepts such as changes in the carbon and water cycles (especially global warming) have a direct impact on coastal processes which is another unit that we study. The final general rationale is that both changing places and water and carbon cycles lend themselves brilliantly to the non-examined assessment part of our course where the students have to independently devise their own fieldwork investigations. Therefore, doing both of these topics early allows us to do work with the student preparing them in thinking about that NEA.
2. Changing places - this section of the A-level syllabus focuses on what makes places distinct from spaces. It considers a range of factors including physical, historical, economic, cultural and social factors can impact on the sense of place. This is really an important for our students to understand and is quite an abstract unit. We therefore covered this early to give us opportunities to return to the topic later on in the course.
3. Water and carbon cycles - This section of the course is a less abstract topic and covers clearly some of the physical geography from the syllabus. The students already have experience of dealing with water cycles and global warming at GCSE on these topics are expanded upon and given further detail within this unit. We feel that this offers a balance in cognitive load between the more abstract changing places unit and this more concrete unit on water and carbon cycles. Both units lend themselves brilliantly to current affairs so studying them immediately at the start of the course allows us to push the imperative of reading around the subject.

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. Changing places
a. Importance of Place in Human Life
b. The Concept of Place
c. Place Theories
d. Insider and outsider perspectives on place
e. Categories of Place
f. Endogenous and Exogenous Factors
g. Places: Relationships and connections
h. Local Places: Relationships and connections
i. Places and the impact of external agencies
j. External forces and Grainger Town
k. Changing demographic and cultural characteristics
l. Economic change and social inequalities.
m. Investigating places: quantitative and qualitative
2. Water and carbon cycles
a. Systems in Water and Carbon Cycles
b. Global distribution & size major stores of water
c. The Water Cycle
d. Water Cycle Processes
e. Drainage Basins as open systems
f. Hydrographs & River Regimes
g. Human Influences on the Water Cycle
h. Global distribution of major stores of carbon
i. Change in major stores of carbon
j. Changes in the carbon cycle over time
k. Carbon budget & Impacts of Carbon Cycle
l. Carbon & water cycles - Life on Earth
m. Human interventions in the carbon cycle
n. Tropical rainforest case study
River catchment case study
The topics are clearly listed above for both of these units, and it is anticipated that for changing places this will be a totally new unit for the students whilst there will be some familiar material in the water carbon cycles unit. There are extensive PowerPoints available to guide teachers through the lessons step by step. We have also produced a textbook on all of the topics that the students can read in advance and it's available on the hyperlinks above. This is coupled with our independent reading strategy which get students to pre read prior to lessons and an extensive system of ongoing low stakes testing, exam questions for homework and regular in class testing. All of these are designed to identify students strengths and weaknesses so that we can monitor their progress via the departmental trackers and make contact with parents or carers if necessary.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Changing places - site, situation, location, local, sense of place, topophilia, global sense of place, endogenous factors, exogenous factors, physical factors, historical factors, experienced places, media places, inside a perspective, outside of perspective, placemaking, regeneration, rebranding, gentrification, rural, urban, External agencies, government decisions, descriptive theories, phenomenological approach, socio constructive approach, quantitative data, qualitative data, social exclusion, economic segregation, place studies.
water and carbon - water cycle, carbon cycle, lithosphere, hydro sphere, atmosphere, cryosphere, systems theory, open system, closed system, cast a cascading system, forest fires, cement manufacturer, climate change, climate crisis, global warming, anthropogenic, drainage basins, infiltration, interception, throughflow, groundwater flow, percolation, discharge, hydro graph, run off, storm, flooding, storage, lag time, peak discharge, agriculture, river engineering, dams and reservoirs, water abstraction,

	Plan for Assessment 

	For both of these units we set regular homework's that covered the general exam skills required on the a level syllabus. This would include 20 mark essay questions, 9 mark extended answers, 6 mark data interpretation exercises and for mark knowledge questions. these are regularly marked via teams and some marking will take place of these students independent reading strategy. It is expected that at least twice in the unit the students will be formally assessed using past exam questions totalling 36 marks.
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