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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 9

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Autumn Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Glacial landscapes – end of – see Autumn term for detail
2. Transport issues and Transport fieldwork project
3. The Geography of Development

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	This is the student’s third year of Geography since transition from Primary school.  The students will already have studied Tectonics, Settlement, map work, Tectonics maths work, and weather and climate fieldwork.  They will also have examined Impossible Places, a Population maths project, energy and resources, the Climate Crisis, a unit on ecosystems and fieldwork on ecosystems. During year 9 they will have studied the Geography of the British Isles and be just about finished the unit on glacial landscapes.


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

We will look to build on those skills developed throughout years 7 and 8 and have 5 common CORE skills and assessment threads running throughout the key stage;
1. Fieldwork
2. Math skills
3. Writing skills
4. Formal test assessments
5. Map skills

There are other core concepts that we attempt to examine in each year group too (Place, Space, Scale
Interdependence, Physical and human processes, Environmental interaction and sustainable development, 
Cultural understanding and diversity)

1. Transport issues and fieldwork
We do 4 lessons on the basics of transport issues as preparation for a fieldwork project.  The fieldwork project appears as part of the KS3 national curriculum – all pupils are “competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.” 
This is a follow up on the skills used in a YEAR 7 MICROCLIMATES and YEAR 8 ECOSYSTEMS projects.
Transport is a geographical concept that can be used to link together human and physical geography as stated on the KS3 national Curriculum document “understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems.” And this includes Locational Knowledge that has local aspects.
I agree with the NC – surely, every student should know about the local environment and how the actions of humans affect the physical environment.
The reason for the timing is triple;
1.	We spread the fieldwork projects across the year at KS3 to reduce the burden on staff – planning the projects, the administration and the marking of the finished product is hard work.  
2.	This project works best in spring, with the weather more pleasant at that time of year.
3.	We want the students early on to see the practical applications of Geography 


2. The Geography of development
This unit is taught because it disappeared from the GCSE to be replaced with a unit on general economic geography. Development and the unequal nature of our world are core concepts to understand within Geography.  It underpins many other topics and is one of the underlying causes of many environmental issues.   

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. Transport fieldwork – conducting a scientific investigation, the students will only have done this twice in Geography.  There are clear project sheets outlining what a science investigation involves and lessons cover every element.  We also provide project checklists at the end.  Data collection done in class time.

2. The Geography of Development – inequality, wealth distribution, indicators of development, concepts of free trade and fair trade, the impacts of poverty on people and how aid and technology can overcome this. The PowerPoints including lower ability versions cover extensively all of the new content.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. Transport fieldwork – pollution, sustainability, integrated transport systems, physical factors, solutions, problems, health issues, congestion

2. The Geography of Development – inequality, life expectancy, GNI, literacy rates, wealth distribution, indicators of development, concepts of free trade and fair trade, poverty, aid, correlation, MDGs, UN, SDGs, HIV, AIDS, Anti-retroviral drugs.

	Plan for Assessment 

	1. Transport fieldwork - % awarded based on 5 key skill areas – Introducing a geographic study, methodology, presenting data, analysing data, concluding.  There is an alternative assessment for this which follows the structure of unit 3 GCSE questions as preparation for GCSE
2. The Geography of Development - % based on assessing presentations about the Sustainable development goals.  End of unit assessment with some element of GCSE questions
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