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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 9

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Autumn Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. The Geography of the British Isles
2. Glacial landscapes

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	This is the student’s third year of Geography since transition from Primary school.  The students will already have studied Tectonics, Settlement, map work, Tectonics maths work, and weather and climate fieldwork.  They will also have examined Impossible Places, a Population maths project, energy and resources, the Climate Crisis, a unit on ecosystems and fieldwork on ecosystems. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

We will look to build on those skills throughout year 9 and have 5 common CORE skills and assessment threads running throughout the key stage;
1. Fieldwork
2. Math skills
3. Writing skills
4. Formal test assessments
5. Map skills

There are other core concepts that we attempt to examine in each year group too (Place, Space, Scale
Interdependence, Physical and human processes, Environmental interaction and sustainable development, 
Cultural understanding and diversity)

1. The Geography of the British Isles
The GCSE course for Geography covers huge amounts of material on the British Isles.  All of the 6 units in that course have some element of UK geography within them.  For that reason, we have created a UK Geography that will prepare them for that if they continue on to GCSE.  In addition to that, the students should learn about their own country and in particular what makes the UK the UK, its special features and characteristics.  This is a scale concept – local, then in this context national, before global students. This also builds upon work they may have done on the British Isles in KS2.  The topics covered in our study of the British Isles cover many aspects of the KS3 curriculum, including “physical geography including weather and climate and human geography relating to population and urbanisation and economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors; and the use of natural resources”
2. Glacial landscapes
In each year of KS3 we attempt to have a range of topics that cover both Human and Physical geography or a blend of the two.  The Glaciation topic allows us to deliver largely physical geography to the students.  We cover coasts and rivers at GCSE level, so delivering glaciation in this way allows us to teach a lot of the concepts and skills they will require for those topic areas using a different one. Finally, we have some fantastic post glacial scenery in the UK, so this allows students to examine those areas of our country and links back to the UK unit. The KS3 specification asks for Glaciation as one of the elements examined in the physical geography section.


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. The Geography of the British Isles
Where is the UK? We also consider how to the British Isles, Great Britain and UK differ and what development indicators are there for the UK. Atlas maps skills are returned to within this unit, and we also examine the climate of the UK and how it differs, linking back to our year 7 unit. The last two concepts are the population make up the UK and the impact of migration upon that, plus a consideration of how the UK’s economy is structured. The UK’s infrastructure developments are considered via consideration of the new runway at Heathrow, which provides an opportunity for a GCSE style issue evaluation and debate.
2. Glacial landscapes – UK glacial landscapes – where they are and why. How do glaciers operate as a system and what processes occur, and what resultant landscapes occur via erosion and deposition.  This involves sequencing answers and including clear definitions of processes within the work. Moving on then to human influence in glaciated uplands including economic activity, then tourism in either the Lake District or French Alps. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. The Geography of the British Isles
UK, British Isles, Great Britain, latitude, longitude, weather climate, altitude, prevailing wind, ocean currents, heat distribution, push and pull factors, international migration, domestic migration, immigrant, emigrant, borders, primary, secondary and tertiary. UK infrastructure, infrastructure
2. Glacial landscapes – Glacier, glaciation, ice age, interglacial, erosion, deposition, accumulation, ablation, drumlin, corrie, moraine, arête, pyramidal peak, economic activity, tourism, hill farming

	Plan for Assessment 

	1. The Geography of the British Isles – exam style questions based upon Heathrow issue evaluation, then a % awarded for an end of unit test
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Glacial landscapes - End of unit assessment with some element of GCSE questions
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