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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 8

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Spring Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Natural Resources
2. Global warming
3. Ecosystems background and fieldwork


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	This is the student’s second year of Geography since transition from Primary school.  The students will already have studied Tectonics, Settlement, map work, Tectonics maths work, and weather and climate fieldwork.  Prior to Christmas the students looked at Impossible Places and a Population maths project


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

We will look to build on those skills throughout year 8 and have 5 common CORE skills and assessment threads running throughout the key stage;
1. Fieldwork
2. Maths skills
3. Writing skills
4. Formal test assessments
5. Map skills

There are other core concepts that we attempt to examine in each year group too (Place, Space, Scale
Interdependence, Physical and human processes, Environmental interaction and sustainable development, 
Cultural understanding and diversity)

1. Natural Resources
This unit focusses mainly upon human activity but also leads into environmental aspects of the NC.  It is important for every student who passes through the school to understand where their “stuff” comes from and the impact that has on the environment, especially in an age of increasing awareness of sustainability issues. It links in with the issues of “understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems”

2. Global Warming
This is a small unit that focusses how human activity has interacted influencing our climate and how this is changing the environment we live in - “understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems”. This is a very current and fast moving topic area which is becoming an increasingly focused on issue for young people, with movements like ‘School Strike for Climate’ and ‘Youth on Climate’. Students should therefore have a solid understanding of this topic area to be able to fully engage with this topic. It links in with lots of aspects of the NC including Locational knowledge when looking at the areas that are being affected by climate change.

3. Ecosystems fieldwork
We do 4 lessons on the basics of ecosystems as preparation for a fieldwork project.  The fieldwork project appears as part of the KS3 national curriculum – all pupils are “competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.” 
This is a follow up on the skills used in a YEAR 7 MICROCLIMATES project.
Ecosystems also appear as one of the core Physical Geography concepts on the KS3 national Curriculum document “Pupils should consolidate and extend their knowledge of the world’s major countries and their physical and human features.” And this includes Locational Knowledge that has “environmental regions, including polar and hot deserts”   I agree with the NC – surely, every student should know about the plants and animals that live on our planet and the factors that affect their distribution.
The reason for the timing is triple;
1.	We spread the fieldwork projects across the year at KS3 to reduce the burden on staff – planning the projects, the administration and the marking of the finished product is hard work.  
2.	This project works best in spring, with more plants and animals present at that time of year.
3.	We want the students early on to see the practical applications of Geography 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	1. Natural Resources – drawing pie charts, writing persuasively, classifying impacts and pros and cons – we use a variety of help sheets, PPT slides, videos and diagrams to help the students with these

2. Global warming – drawing annotated diagrams, graph interpretation, developing evidence based opinions - use a variety of help sheets, PPT slides, GIS resources, videos and diagrams to help the students with these

3. Ecosystems background and fieldwork – conducting a scientific investigation, the students will only have done this once in Geography.  There are clear project sheets outlining what a science investigation involves and lessons cover every element.  We also provide project checklists at the end.  Data collection done in class time.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. Energy and Resources
Energy, Natural resources, renewable resources, non-renewable resources, fossil fuels, renewable energy, pollution, nuclear power, water surplus, water deficit, water transfer.
2. Global warming - global warming, greenhouse effect, greenhouse gases, thermal expansion, glaciers, pollution, Milankovitch cycles, sun spots, volcanic activity, climate crisis.
3. Ecosystems fieldwork
Ecosystems, biomes, abiotic factors, biotic factors, distribution, trophic pyramids, consequences, interconnections, cold environments, adaptations, 


	Plan for Assessment 

	1. Energy and Resources - written assessment as a % on how should the UK produce its energy – persuasive writing.  End of Unit test too to provide summative assessment.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Global warming – End of mini unit oral assessment to provide summative % based on the lessons.
3. Ecosystems fieldwork - % awarded based on 5 key skill areas – Introducing a geographic study, methodology, presenting data, analysing data, concluding.  We are considering allowing the students to mark the first 3 areas using a guidance sheet, then the Teacher to check that and mark the analysis and evaluations next year.
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