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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Geography

Year Group: 8

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Autumn Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Improbable Places
2. Population data and maths project


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	This is the student’s second year of Geography since transition from Primary school.  The students will already have studied Tectonics, Settlement, map work, Tectonics maths work, and weather and climate fieldwork.  


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

We will look to build on those skills throughout year 8 and have 5 common CORE skills and assessment threads running throughout the key stage;
1. Fieldwork
2. Maths skills
3. Writing skills
4. Formal test assessments
5. Map skills

There are other core concepts that we attempt to examine in each year group too (Place, Space, Scale
Interdependence, Physical and human processes, Environmental interaction and sustainable development, 
Cultural understanding and diversity)

1. Improbable Places
The core of this unit is to understand the PHYSICAL reasons that make places difficult places to live – climate, soils, relief etc. and then how those factors affect the distribution of people and their activities on planet Earth.  The unit also draws heavily on the NC idea that students should “understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems”.  This is explored through case studies of the Arctic, Mount Everest, Las Vegas, Dubai, St Kilda (for a UK perspective and to cover map skills) and jungles. This is another imagination grabber, a topic that really captures the enthusiasm of many students hence its location at this point in the year.  

2. Population data and maths project
The new GCSE syllabus has more maths topics in it than ever before.  To build towards this requirement we have designed 3 separate data projects of differing levels of ability and focussing upon different Geographical skills to support the skills we already have embedded into other schemes of work.
There is a maths exercise like this in each year of KS3 and the logic is to assess how good the student’s maths skills are and help those develop, but also to put real emphasis on the GEOGRAPHIC UNDERSTANDING and analysis that comes out.  Ideally, we would add in GIS but the school’s computer network could not cope with this.  This unit covers Mean, Mode and Median, Range, IQR, choropleth mapping, dispersion graphs, pie charts.


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Improbable Places
Population distribution, the concept place factors, map skills – all PowerPoints have examples and visuals to help the students overcome these.
Population data
How to calculate Mean, Mode and Median, Range, IQR, and draw choropleth mapping, dispersion graphs, pie charts. Examples are on the lesson PPTs of how to do these, together with teacher modelling  

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. Improbable Places
Sparse, densely, Population distribution, xeriscaping, climate graphs, temperature, precipitation, place, space, jungle, Arctic, latitude, continents, adaption, Everest, altitude, hypoxia, hypothermia, Sherpa.
2. Population data and maths project
Mean, Mode and Median, Range, IQR, choropleth mapping, dispersion graphs, pie charts. Infant mortality, GDP, Life expectancy

	Plan for Assessment 

	1. Impossible Places – written assessment as a % on commercial climbing on Mount Everest – evaluative writing using evidence.  End of Unit test too to provide summative assessment 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Population data and maths project - % awarded based on maths skill areas from end of lessons test.
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