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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Summer Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills
2. Tectonics data project - mathematics
3. Settlements


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The students will have had 2 full terms of geography to this point and will have experienced essay writing, fieldwork, data projects and 5 tests.

The OS map skills and Atlas work unit unit rolls between the 2 terms, so the students will carry forward all of that learning from the previous term.

They should also have done coordinates in maths at KS2 and in Geography as well as settlements (although there is certainly no guarantee of this), so this should carry forward and be built upon within our map skills unit. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills
Geography is about location.  It is about being able to interpret and understand space and spatially organised data.  This unit underpins a lot of what we do throughout KS3, 4 and even 5, and hence is a core unit to study at the start of the student’s lives in school.  We return to the basic skills taught in this unit throughout other units too.  The students arrive at very different stages in their experience with OS maps and Atlas maps, some have no experience, others a great deal through school, scouts or cadets (etc.).  This course provides them all with a grounding or revision in these core skills. In terms of the NC – “Geographical skills and fieldwork:
 build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field
 interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid references and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs”

Tectonics data project – mathematics
The new GCSE syllabus has more maths topics in it than ever before.  To build towards this requirement we have designed 3 separate data projects of differing levels of ability and focussing upon different Geographical skills to support the skills we already have embedded into other schemes of work.
There is a maths exercise like this in each year of KS3 and the logic is to assess how good the student’s maths skills are and help those develop, but also to put real emphasis on the GEOGRAPHIC UNDERSTANDING and analysis that comes out.  Ideally, we would add in GIS but the school’s computer network could not cope with this.

Settlements
This unit appears to help students understand the size, shape, form, history and function of settlements.  They all live in urban or semi urban areas in our school and the unit aims to help them understand local places – where they live.  The National Curriculum states that students need to “understand, through the use of detailed place-based exemplars at a variety of scales, the key processes in:  human geography relating to: population and urbanisation” and much of this unit links in with the idea of urbanisation.  This unit also allows our students to explore the human-physical interactions on our planet – “understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change
landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective functioning of natural systems”.  The use of OS maps at 1:50 000 scale appears here too, allowing us to revisit key skills taught earlier in the year.


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
See schemes of work for the key concepts/ideas

Anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these:

· Using an Atlas is always tricky; we start with degrees then move onto minutes.  We try, where possible to use gridded “rectangular maps” to make the locating of places easier within the Atlas.
· Maths concepts like Mean, median and range, plotting graphs – data booklets help here, graph has axis already drawn, there are other examples of how to calculate mean and median on the PPTs that accompany the lessons.
· Settlements – we should really go out and look at some local building types an settlements to help the students visualise this, as of yet we don’t do this.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills
4 figure grid reference, 6 figure grid reference, coordinates, height, spot height, contour, gradient, steep, gentle, relief, Atlas, Northing, Easting, distance, degrees, minutes, Equator, Tropics
2. Tectonics data project
Mean, mode, median, ranking, magnitude, gross domestic product, anomalies, pattern, Geographic Information system.
3. Settlements
Linear, nuclear, dispersed, urbanisation, settlements, continuum, communications, aspect, shelter, wet point site, dry point site, bridging point, function, site, situation, rural, urban, raw materials, defence, hierarchy, conurbation, land use, model, greenfield site, brownfield site, greenbelt, rural urban fringe, inner city, sustainability

	Plan for Assessment 

	1. Map and Atlas skills – a mid-unit test exclusively on OS maps then an overview test on both at the end.  Staff should be fully engaged in lessons helping students and checking their skills.
2. Tectonics data project – a % test score based on the skills they have completed in the lessons.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Settlements  - a mid-unit written assessment on where we should build homes in the UK and why – assessing the students persuasive writing.  A test at the end, teacher assessed.
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